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A message from our president…
Greetings to my Sisters in Christ,
Well, we did it! We held our first Zoom convention! Later in the newsletter there is a
survey that I would like everyone who participated in the convention to fill out and return
to me & our convention planner Ginger Starrett. Your comments help us in planning the
next district convention.
Now that fall is here and the COVID-19 rules are starting to ease, we can cautiously make
plans. vOctober is designated as pastor appreciation month. As an LWML group and as
individuals, lets express our gratitude for their leadership during these trying times.
Saving souls is not easy in the best of times, but with the pandemic restrictions, many have
had to up their media skills as well as trying to meet the needs of parishioners while
socially distancing.
New Jersey District has had quite a few new pastors installed these past two years. Many
are new to the ministry and come with families. Recently I came across an article penned
by an LCMS pastor’s wife, who loves her husband and supports him in his ministry. Yet,
there were three things she would like the women in the congregation to know. 1. What
you tell your pastor, he does not share with her. Don’t assume your pastor’s wife knows
of your health or family issues. 2. Most pastors are serving in communities away from
relatives. Please consider inviting them to your family get togethers so that they can
become part of yours. 3. Pastor’s wives don’t have a pastor; yet, they are part of a family
that has its ups & downs. If a pastor’s wife confides a family issue to you, please keep it
confidential. Sometimes we all need to vent.
So, this Pastor’s Appreciation month, take a moment to let your pastor’s wife know how
much you appreciate her husband. If she is new in the area ask how you can help her get
acclimated. If her husband has been serving in your church for a while, invite her to lunch
with a few of your LWML friends to get to know each other better. Let your pastor’s wife
know that you genuinely care for her welfare and honestly don’t care that her kids aren’t
perfect in the pews!
Your Sister in Christ,

Susan Harnos
President
LWML- New Jersey District
Katarina von Bora, first
Lutheran pastor's wife
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First Mite Grant – Grace’s Food Pantry
Grace’s Food Pantry located in Franklin NJ will be the first recipient of the 2020-2022 Biennium when we
reach our first mite goal of $2000.00 for this ministry. The Franklin Food Bank was closed last spring. Prince
of Peace Lutheran Church located in Hamburg, NJ took up the cause and responsibility to keep the Food Bank
open. The funds for this mite grant will help keep this outreach mission open and spread the Gospel message
through this community outreach to the less fortunate. The grant will provide non-perishable items, personal
items and cleaning supplies. It will provide the ability to purchase a freezer and shelving for storage of the food
pantry items. It also would provide tracts and materials containing Gospel messages which will be handed out to
the needy in Franklin, New Jersey. The Mite donations sent from the summer up to September 26th amounted to
$1473.64 of which 70% or $1031.55 goes towards Grace’s Food Pantry. Ladies please send in your mite
donations so that we may complete our first grant goal. We are half way there!
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me in,” Matthew 25: 35
God’s Blessings,
Joanne Naumowicz
VP Gospel Outreach

Volunteer workers at Grace’s Food Pantry in Franklin, NJ
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Gifts of Love Ministry

LWML Fall Retreat Outreach
for Disaster Relief By Joanne Naumowicz

“If I plan my estate or end of life decisions, it means
that I accept that I will die, and I don’t want to talk
about such things.”
That was Susan’s response to a Gift Planning
Counselor of the LCMS Foundation. That counselor
pointed her to the words of Jesus in John 11 when He
said, “I am the resurrection and life…whoever lives
and believes in me will by no means die, forever.”
Their conversation centered around the truth that
because of Jesus and His death and resurrection,
“death no longer has mastery over us.” (Romans 6)
Whether here on earth or with the Lord in heaven,
life continues. “For we know that if the earthly tent
we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God,
an eternal house in heaven, not built by human
hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed
instead with our heavenly dwelling, because when we
are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while
we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened,
because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be
clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.” (2
Corinthians 5)
Having this conversation gave Susan a sense of
peace. She put her Lifetime Plan for GivingTM
together with her Gift Planning Counselor. She was
thankful that this process had finally enabled her to
get beyond the fear of death and dying that had
haunted her throughout her life.

VP, Gospel Outreach

Even though we will not meet in person for the
LWML NJ District Retreat, that does not stop LWML
women from stepping into action when there is a
need.
Three hurricanes, Laura, Sally, and Delta, have left
behind much destruction in the Gulf States. LWML
women are asked to consider making a monetary
donation for Disaster Relief to the Southern District
LCMS as our “Outreach Project” for the Fall Retreat.
The greatest need right now is monetary. NJ District
LWML women can donate directly to the Southern
District LCMS. If your LWML group wishes to do this
as a group, then you could ask your pastor to say a
blessing on your gift and prayers for the recipients
before you send your donation. 100% of your gift
will go directly to the recovery of congregations and
church members affected by a disaster. For more
information you can check out their website or
Facebook page- Southern District LCMS @southern
lcms.org. The Southern District-LCMS is thankful for
your prayers and the generous outpouring of
financial support.
Donations for disaster relief can be made online or
by mailing a check to the Southern District office.
Donations by check may be mailed to:

Is it time for you to do the same? Your LWML Gift
Planning Counselor can help. Contact Linda Gage:
Email: Linda.Gage@lfnd.org Phone: 800-741-4138
lwmlgiftplan.org

Southern District -LCMS
100 Mission Drive
Slidell, LA 70460
*Please write “Disaster Relief” on the memo line of
your check.
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WELCOME!
Rev. Tim Drawbaugh
District Counselor
LWML NJ District
Greetings in Christ to you all.
Having been asked to serve as the new Junior Pastoral Counselor, I would like to share a short biography by
way of self-introduction. Let me begin by saying that I’m looking forward to working with the LWML and
with the Senior Pastoral Counselor, Rev. Matt Hass, both of whom we have a long personal history.
First, I was raised in Wisconsin where my father served as a pastor, and where I met my wife Chikako at a
Lutheran campus ministry while at the University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point while she was an international
student. Graduating, we were accepted into the LCMS’ Overseas Volunteer Youth Ministry—Japan program
as lay missionaries, the same program Rev. Matt Hass also participated in. While there, our son was born.
Having served in Japan, we moved to Concordia Seminary St. Louis where I was accepted into the Missionary
Formation Program and sent to New Jersey in December 2001 to serve as a delayed vicar jointly with the
Atlantic District. The vicarage later turned into a formal call and I was ordained in 2003, serving as Missionary
At Large. In New Jersey, Chikako and I participated in the Japanese Friendship Circles in Bergen County
which supported temporary resident Japanese families. The Circles were sustained by volunteers from the area
congregations of Ridgewood, Mahwah, Closter, Fair Lawn and New Milford.
In 2004, I received and accepted a call to serve as an educational missionary at Holy Hope Junior and Senior
High School northwest of Tokyo, a school of the Japan Lutheran Church. There, I headed international
exchange programs with Australia, Taiwan, and the U.S., including programs with Concordia College,
Bronxville and St. Paul’s High School in Concordia, MO. I also led various student
and Hass
had a hand in
Rev.camps
Matthew
curriculum development. In addition, I assisted in worship in our local Japanese
congregation,
including
a
Pastor at Village Lutheran Church
period of vacancy. Meanwhile, Chikako taught in the Bible Department of the same
school,
teaching
Lanoka
Harbor,
NJ Bible
(religion). It was a blessing to serve at the school, the LCMS LWML having helped fund its very beginnings
and later the school’s chapel.
As the Lord would have it, He led us back to the New Jersey District in 2019 as I received and accepted a call
to serve as pastor of Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Hackettstown. Chikako and I left Holy Hope after
serving 15 years in Japan. We moved in April 2019 and I was installed at Gethsemane the following month in
May. Chikako is active in the LWML there and assists with Sunday school. In addition to serving the
congregation at Gethsemane, I also currently serve as one of two Clergy At Large for the New Jersey District
Board of Directors.
I look forward to meeting you all, and pray that the Lord would continue to bless and guide the LWML as we
serve as His light in sharing the Good News of His Son Jesus!
Peace in the Lord,

Pastor Tim Drawbaugh
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Our first-ever virtual convention was held on August 29, 2020. While this was not the convention that
we had originally planned, this was the convention that God had planned for us. We are thankful for the
technology to carry this out, and we thank God for the ability to carry on the work of the LWML in the
New Jersey District. (a recording of the convention is posted on our website @ www.lwmlnj.org)
Our convention delegates selected 9 new mission grants for the coming biennium with a total Mission
Goal of $17,000. (see table on p.3 for mission grants or go to “Mission Grants” at www.lwmlnj.org for
further descriptions of each mission grant. We also elected new officers for the LWML New Jersey
District (LWML-NJD). Joanne Naumowicz is our new VP of Gospel Outreach, and we thank Caren
Vogt for her past four years of faithful service. Barbara Giaquinto is our new District Secretary, and we
thank Alicia Starrett-Seidel for her secretarial service to the LWML-NJD. Brenda Breza was elected to
a 4-yr. term as Treasurer, after being appointed to fill out Sara Hanson’s term when she moved to North
Carolina. Rev. Tim Drawbaugh was appointed as our Jr. Pastoral Counselor and Rev. Matt Hass was
promoted to Sr. Pastoral Counselor. May God richly bless all those in His service!
We enjoyed the beautiful music from the Village Lutheran Church Singers of Lanoka Harbor, and we
thank them for recording songs for our virtual convention. We also thank our many speakers who
brought greetings to our LWML-NJD, including Arlene Naaz from the LWML – South Dakota District
who was our National LWML representative, President Tony Steinbronn of the LCMS-NJD who
brought greetings, and LWML National President Debbie Larson who provided a taped message, but
still joined in real time! We thank Linda Gage for her message from Gifts of Love, and our many
mission speakers, including Rev. Larry Rockemann from Lutheran Heritage Foundation, Rev. Brent
Smith from Mission Central, and messages from Bethania Kids, LCMS Ministry to the Armed Services,
and St. John’s Food Bank in Bridgeton, NJ. A Big Thank You to all!
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Around the New Jersey District….

Gifts from the Heart

Backpacks at St. John’s in Bridgeton NJ

Our Gifts from the Heart for our Convention was a
collection of backpacks for school-aged children as
they returned to school. We are happy to report that 127
backpacks were collected and disseminated around the
state of New Jersey. Thirty backpacks went to the Mile
Square Church in Hoboken, 17 went to St. John’s in
Bridgeton, 57 went to Prince of Peace’ Food Bank in
Hamburg, and Camino de Fe Mission in Bedminster
also received backpacks. We thank our ladies for their
generosity in helping the less fortunate and sharing the
love of Christ with your neighbors.
Backpacks on the way to Hoboken, NJ

Pat and Veronica bagging in the Food Pantry
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National Convention in Lexington, KY!
Come & join several thousand of your Sisters in Christ
at the next National LWML Convention which will be
held on June 24-27, 2021 in Lexington, KY. For those
of you who have never been to a national convention,
it’s a mountain-top experience! And Lexington, KY is
only 10 hours from New Jersey if you’re driving!
(shorter time if you’re flying!)
The LWML-NJD is looking for young women (ages 1835 yo) who would like to attend the convention as a
Young Woman Representative (YWR). Check out our
website for an application form and more information.
We’re also looking for Heart-2-Heart Sister Candidates
who would like to represent New Jersey at the National
Convention. Again, check out our website at
www.lwmlnj.org for more information!

2021 Banner Ideas Needed:
The Executive Committee is putting out the call for submission of banner ideas for the 2021 national
LWLML convention in Lexington KY. The theme is based on Hebrews 12: 1-2:
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Send your submissions to Susan Harnos either by email or US postal service and she’ll send copies to the
other board members to vote on the final selection. Please submit your designs by November 15, 2020.
Remember, just because you submit the design does not mean you have to make it. Anyone who would
like to organize making the convention banner should also contact Susan for a list of specifications.

Archivist needed:
Currently the LWML NJD is in need of an archivist. The position involves receiving and cataloging zone
and district publications, rally and other event information. Storage can be arranged. A perk of the position
is a year’s membership to the Concordia, St. Louis archives. This is a good position for an organized
person who would like to work from home. More details can be found in the bylaws posted on our website.
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Check out our Website and Facebook Page
for LWML NJ District!
Follow us and “Like” us on Facebook at facebook.com/NJLWML!
Check out our website at www.lwmlnj.org
Our website has been updated with the latest version of Word Press with additional
security features and new plug-ins. We also have a new YouTube page for supporting
video files on our website. Be sure to check out the recording of our virtual district
convention and our updated Mission Grants for the 2020-22 biennium on our website.
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Prayer Requests:
Please keep the following people in your
prayers. Additional prayer requests can
be emailed to arlene.lwml@optimum.net
for inclusion in the next newsletter. These
can be prayers of thanksgiving or prayers
for physical/spiritual needs. Thank you!

•

A prayer for all the frontline responders, from the healthcare
professionals, paramedics, police, firemen, delivery people, grocery
store and pharmacy workers, to all essential personnel, who are
risking their lives to help all of us during this pandemic. Lord, keep
them safe.

•

A prayer for all those impacted by COVID-19, and a special prayer for the first family, President
Donald Trump, Melania, and Baron, as they recover from COVID-19.

•

A prayer for Gay Van Etten, as she recently sold her NJ home and is moving to North Carolina to
be near family. We pray for a safe move and a smooth transition to her new home.
The LWML NJD will miss you, but we’ll see you at National Conventions!

•

A prayer for Our Savior – Stanhope as they begin the call process for a new pastor. May God
supply the right shepherd for His flock.

•

A prayer for all those people in the destructive paths of Hurricanes Laura, Sally, Beta, and Delta in the
Gulf States. We also pray for the workers who are clearing debris and trying to restore power in the
wake of these hurricanes.

•

A prayer for California residents who have lost their homes to fires.
Be with the firemen who are working to put out the fires and keep
them safe.

•

A prayer for Leslie Vergallito as she prepares to undergo
surgery on Nov. 11th on the veins in her legs. Guide her
doctors and keep her safe.

•

A prayer of celebration for Joan Kramer who turned 90 this September.
The Ladies Guild, Lanoka Harbor held a surprise drive-by “Happy
Birthday” sing along with flowers, present & cake! Joan is Pastor
Chris Sadlo’s mother-in-law.
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