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A message from our president…
Greetings to my Sisters in Christ,

President’s Message
Spotlight on
Mission Grants
Pastor’s Corner

As the days of autumn have changed into winter, and the evening comes before the end of
workday, I find myself relaxing after dinner with a cup of tea and a pad making lists.
These lists are of things that need to get done for the holidays, including a list food for
holiday entertaining and possible Christmas gifts. Lists keep me focused as to what’s
important and needs to get done. This year, I’m adding a new list, the blessings that I’ve
received through the LWML.

Highlights from NJ
District Fall Retreat

Fall Rallies
Seminar by Dr. Paul
Maier – Highlights
2020 NJ District
Convention
Calendar of Events
And Much, Much,
More…

At our annual district retreat, Pastor Brian Handrich, Newton, asked us to “count our
blessings”. When focusing on our blessings, we become more grateful for what God has
provided us with and less resentful for what we don’t have. Let me share some of the
blessings I’ve received as being a member of the LWML:
I’ve met women of great faith, whose joy in the Lord is contagious
Because of attending retreats and Bible studies, I have grown in faith
By growing in my faith, I feel my family has benefited
The older women have mentored me with wisdom that can only be gained
by age
I have discovered that living for our Lord brings freedom.
Of course, there is more than there is room for in this article. But for now I would like
each us to look back over our time in LWML and think of the blessings received. Maybe
it’s where you met your best friend; maybe it’s enjoying Bible study. Whatever it is, take
a minute to say a prayer of thanks for the LWML and the women before you who brought
LWML to your church. So many times we dwell on what’s lacking in our societies we
overlook the good.
As I visited the different rallies, there is much good work being done. Let’s change our
attitudes to that of gratitude for the LWML and the opportunities it provides for service to
expand God’s kingdom.
Christmas Blessings!
Your Servant in Christ,

Susan Harnos
President
LWML- New Jersey District
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Gospel Outreach

How wonderful is Our Lord and the Blessings he has
bestowed on us and those we touch by our mites.
How do you collect your mites? Loose change that
you find in the laundry? Change leftover from a
purchase that you put in your mite box? Are you
more deliberate about your giving? Do you give of
your first fruits and prayer over your contribution
before putting it into your box? Do you give
yourself challenges such as if I sing a Christmas carol
before Advent put $10 in the mite box? How much
can you stuff your Mite Box with all the blessings
God has given you and your family? Is it bulging
yet?
We have completed our first two mite projects of
the new biennium. A letter and money were
transferred to YWR programming NJ District for
$3000.00 and a letter and check were given to Sue
Harnos for “Lutheran Friends of the Deaf” which
she delivered in person. Please keep our Mite
Projects and that of National Mites in our Prayers.
We are working on our third mite project which is
“LCMS Mission Central”. As of November we have
$1700 towards our goal of $3000.00. Ladies can we
give $1300 by the end of this year to complete this
project? I know you can all reach deep to help our
missionaries and their families through Mission
Central.
Ladies we need to be more diligent if we are to
complete all of our Mite Goals for this biennium
which ends in June. From December 1 through June
30th we need to raise $8400 in Mites. That is $1200
a month. God has blessed us richly and I know we
can do these Mite goals. What are you willing to
give back to God for all He has blessed you with
today?
Blessings on your Mite gatherings and Christmas
Blessings to you and your families as you celebrate
the birth of our Savior, Jesus!
Caren Vogt
VP,
2 Gospel Outreach
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Introducing our
New Pastoral Counselor…
Rev. Matthew Hass
Jr. Pastoral Counselor
LWML NJ District
Dear Friends in Christ,
This past summer, I was pleased to be invited to be part of the
LWML New Jersey District by serving as the Jr. Pastoral
Counselor. As a former missionary to Japan, I have seen firsthand the impact that the LWML has had on supporting the global
mission of the church. As we begin this journey together it would
be good to take time to introduce myself. I am the Pastor at
Village Lutheran Church in Lanoka Harbor, New Jersey. Before I
came to Lanoka Harbor, I served at a variety of churches in New
Jersey. I was the Director of Outreach at St. Paul’s in Closter, I
helped lead Youth Ministry at Zion in Westwood, and I was the
Vicar at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Mahwah NJ. As pastor
of Village Lutheran Church, it is my joy to work with the family
of faith to share the beautiful message of the gospel to the
community and world around us. We have a great time at VLC
doing that as well! I try to be active in the local community as I
am a board member for the Rotary Club of Forked River and a
trustee for the Lacey Food Bank. God has blessed me with the
calling of being a husband of my wonderful wife Becky and a
father to my two fun daughters, Celia and Khloe.

Rev. Matthew Hass
Pastor at Village Lutheran Church
Lanoka Harbor, NJ

It is a joy to be part of the LWML. Today we live in a world in which the church is facing unique challenges.
Less people are identifying as being Christian. LWML has always been an organization that has had a heart for
missions. As we see cultural shifts take place in this world, what is clear to us is that we do not have to look far
to see opportunity for sharing the gospel. Opportunities of sharing the faith are found on your street and in your
neighborhood. I see the LWML playing a key role in starting and supporting ministries that reach the local
neighborhoods. In the coming years, I look forward to working closely with the New Jersey District LWML in
Christian mission and service. It will be an exciting adventure as we walk with Jesus together.
In Christ,

Rev. Matthew Hass
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“Joyfully Lutheran”
NJ District LWML
Retreat
Crane’s Mill

Nov. 2, 2019
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AROUND THE DISTRICT: FALL RALLIES and RETREAT
By Susan Harnos

FALL DISTRICT RETREAT:
The theme of this year’s District Retreat was “Joyfully Lutheran.” With 37 women in attendance the
morning started with our senior counselor, Pastor Rick Vossler, leading us in devotions & communion.
Afterwards Rev. Brian Handrich, Pastor at Redeemer – Newton, began by asking us to break into groups
determined by what we enjoy. There were groups of gardeners, bakers, singers, and travelers. Our groups
then expanded to include that which we were thankful, such as family & friends until we were all one group
who shared a love for our Lord Jesus!
Breakout sessions focused on scripture passages dealing with contentment. First step was to pause to count
your blessings. Next, in view of your blessings, try practicing contentment. As a line from a pop song goes:
“It’s not having what you want, it’s wanting what you’ve got”. The last step is JOY. Joy happens when we
are both content and grateful for all we have.
After a delicious lunch, it was back to work and tackling the sin that steals our joy: coveting! Coveting brings
discontentment and jealousy. Again it was back into scripture to discover God’s definition of coveting. It got
personal when asked what we covet. Finally we discussed how easy it is to go from coveting to sin. The day
ended with devotions and a blessing for the recipients of the Gifts of the Heart gift cards. We were able to
collect 34 gift cards which were donated to LCMS Disaster Relief in the Midwest for flood victims. Good
Shepherd L.C. of Fremont, NE is hosting work teams for flood cleanup. To find out more, log on to:
www.goodshepherdlutheranchruch.org and click on Project RESTORE.
In addition to our Bible Study, Arlene Price shared highlights from the national LWML convention in Mobile,
AL this past summer. Hint: We had a great time so start your plans to join us in 2021 at Lexington KY!
Barbara Giaquinto blessed us with music for singing, always a treat. Sue Donnelly had a display table of new
products from national. They were well received and Sue quickly sold out. For the doodlers, there were
cards & bookmarks to color. If you were unable to attend the retreat but interested in the study material,
contact Susan Harnos and she will send the syllabus. It would make a nice retreat for your zone or church.

RARITAN VALLEY ZONE RALLY:
In October, the Ladies Guild of Village L.C., Lanoka Harbor, hosted an
evening with Pastor Gary Timm from Westwood. Pastor Timm
educated us on the differing beliefs between of Jewish sects and the
many passages in the Old Testament scriptures that directly point to
Jesus as the Messiah. Being in an area that there is a fast growing
Jewish population, Pastor Timm encouraged us to develop personal
relationships with our new Jewish neighbors. Through friendship we
are better able to share the Good News of Jesus in Christian love.
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MID-EASTERN ZONE RALLY (10/13/19):
Hosted by the women of Bloomfield, the rally began in the chapel
with a homily by Pastor Nathan Schultz. We then heard from
Cindy Hergenhan on Bloomfield’s newest mission of crocheting /
knitting mats from plastic bags. The mats are distributed through
different organizations to the homeless who use them from
sleeping pads to rainwear. Lyn Vossler & Carol McKenzie
performed the skit “Love in Action”, reminding us never to be too
busy to help someone through a crisis. The day ended with
assembling health & school kits to be distributed by Livingston
Philanthropies, Inc.
******************************************************
NORTHEASTERN ZONE RALLY (11/10/19):
The NE Zone rally took place at Ridgewood hosted by Palisades
Park. After devotions, Pastor Peter Bauernfeind talked about the
growing Christian church in Germany. Focusing specifically on a
SELK Lutheran church, Iranian Christians seeking truth are
swelling the congregation. Baptizing 300 plus a year, these
Iranians are then subjected to persecution in their neighborhoods
and by German immigration officials. Yet they still come
searching for truth. During our meal, Suzanne Wirtz led the
business meeting, Arlene Price showed her slide presentation of
the LWML 2019 national convention and Susan Harnos gave a
peak of the Harvey Cedars Conference Center where the 2020
LWML New Jersey District convention will be held.
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LAKELAND ZONE RALLY (10/20/19):
The Lakeland Zone Fall Rally was held at Gethsemane
Lutheran Church in Hackettstown with the theme of
“Navigating the High Seas.” Rev. Tim Drawbaugh led us
in our opening devotion on Jesus calming the seas from
Matt 8:26.. Alicia Starrett took us on a treasure hunt,
navigating the LWML informational seas and online
resources. We had a fun time locating various sources of
information using the LWML app for smart phones or the
LWML.org website. Arlene Price provided highlights from
the National LWML Convention in Mobile, AL and
encouraged all to attend the next national convention in
Lexington, KY in 2021. The ladies of Gethsemane
prepared a delicious meal with desserts that were enjoyed
by all! Our next rally will be on April 26, 2020 in Newton.

“Defending the Faith” Seminar by Rev. dr. Paul Maier (9/21/19)
In September, our LWML had the pleasure to co-host Rev. Dr. Paul Maier at Zion Lutheran, Westwood.
Dr. Maier’s presentation laid a foundation of facts found through archeology and external manuscripts,
proving the validity of the Bible. So far, nothing found disproves the scriptures but instead verifies them.
An example given was the Dead Sea Scrolls. Discovered in 1946, the scrolls were meticulously pieced
together and what was found was astonishing! The ancient scriptures were almost word for word to those
we use today to translate into current languages. Nothing was lost from God’s word over the centuries!
The planners were hoping for 100 and got 130 attendees. The LWML NJ district provided folders and
pencils, Northeast Zone did organizing and setup, Lakeland zone supplied the morning break refreshments
with Mid-Eastern supplying treats in the afternoon. Westwood provided the lunch. No one left hungry!
It was an informative day and in the future, LWML NJ hopes to help with other events around the state.
Thank you Suzanne Wirtz for coordinating the day.
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YWR &Heart-2-Heart Sister Events
NEW JERSEY DISTRICT
By Christy Ndem
VP, Special Focus Ministries

Heart to Heart Sisters (H2H) program in New Jersey is growing. We now have a new District
Leader, our second in four years, to God be the Glory. Now, we are looking forward to the
new focus of H2H NJ from our new District Leader, Roshay Wilson. However, we are still
looking for new people to be part of this multicultural program of the LWML in our district to
engage and empower our Sisters in sharing their cultures to our group. There is no age
restriction to apply. For more information please contact Christy Ndem, VP of Special Focus
Ministries, at csndm@aol.com or Susan Harnos, President, at seharnos@verizon.net.
Sisters, come and share your story or nominate someone from your society, zone, also your
church even without an official society. Yes, we can have many sisters in the district, so please
let’s get someone from other zones in addition to Lakeland. Get involved…these pictures
show the diversity.

H2H District Leaders before induction Albuquerque, NM 2019

H2H Sisters and leaders Des Moines, IA - 2015

Training of H2H Sisters Albuquerque, NM - 2017

H2H Sisters & Leaders, Albuquerque - 2017
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Recruiting YWRs for District Convention
Now is the time for zones to consider Young Woman
Representative (YWR) candidates for the 2020 LWML NJ
District Convention from August 28-30, 2020! Do you know
young women in your congregation who are interested in
meeting new people? What about young women who are looking
to strengthen their faith? Then, encourage them to serve as
YWRs to the NJ District Convention in August
2020! Applications are available on our website
at lwmlnj.org. Questions? Contact VP of Special Focus
Ministries, Christy Ndem, by email at csndm@aol.com
Pictured: Olajumoke Odedele, 2017 YWR,
and Kristin Dolby, 2018 YWR, at the 2018
LWML NJ District Convention

“All glory to god” FUND
This past fall, our district LWML was blessed with a substantial monetary gift. The
executive committee and board of directors have set this money aside for investment in the
LCMS Foundation in a special account called “All Glory to God”. It is our hope to use
this money to fund special projects such as guest speakers & supplies for work projects. It
is not intended that this money be used to fund mites or the day to day operations of the
LWML NJ. At our 2020 convention there will be a vote on the fund’s parameters. Current
“All Glory to God” committee members are Brenda Breza, Lanoka Harbor, Arlene Price,
Randolph and Rev. Vossler as counselor. If you know a LWML member with finance
experience and who would like to be a part of this committee, contact Susan Harnos. It
would be nice for each zone to be represented.
LWML New Jersey District Convention
The members of the Raritan Valley and South Jersey Zones cordially invite our Sisters in
Christ to the 25th LWML New Jersey District convention. We hope you’ll join us for the 3
R’s: Relax, Revive & Rejoice! Located on Long Beach Island, the Harvey Cedars Bible
Conference retreat campus is on bayside not far from Barnegat Light. So mark your 2020
calendars to save the dates August 28-30. Attendees are encouraged to bring their families
to enjoy a weekend at the beautiful Jersey Shore. Check out our flyer on the next page
and post this prominently at your church to advertise our convention!
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2020 LWML New Jersey District Convention Theme and Logo Announced!

“By the Living Water”
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Facebook Site
for LWML NJ District
Follow us on Facebook at
facebook.com/NJLWML!
Send pictures of your local
events to our PR Director at
olajumoke.odedele@gmail.com.
These pictures will be featured
on our Facebook page.

LWML New Jersey District Website
Be sure to check out our website at www.lwmlnj.org
The website design and update was funded by a
CHEF (Christian Heritage Endowment Fund) grant
through the LCMS New Jersey District. We are
thankful for this support in helping us with our
technology upgrade.
Send in pictures for the photo gallery or articles and
calendar events for the website by emailing either
Arlene Price at arlene.lwml@optimum.net or Ola
Odedele at olajumoke.odedele@gmail.com.
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Prayer Requests:
Please keep the following people in your
prayers. Additional prayer requests can
be emailed to arlene.lwml@optimum.net
for inclusion in the next newsletter. These
can be prayers of thanksgiving or prayers
for physical/spiritual needs. Thank you!

•

A prayer of healing and comfort for Anne Cornett, Fair Lawn,
a long time active LWML member who attended many LWML
functions, locally & nationally, is suffering from failing physical
and mental health. If you have memories of attending an event
with Anne, please share it with her in a note. (Anne is pictured
between Arlene Price and Eleanor Hoffmann in photo) Anne’s
address is: 704 Hickory Hill Rd, Wyckoff NJ 07481.

•

A prayer of thanksgiving for Suzanne Wirtz who was blessed with her third grandchild, Winifred
Helen, born Friday, Sept 13, 2019. Grandma reports Winifred is a healthy, happy and strong little girl.

•

A prayer of healing for Kathy Koenig, Mahwah, who is in rehab due to a twice fractured hip.
You can visit or write her at: Care 1 at Valley, 300 Old Hook Road, Westwood, NJ 07675.

•

A prayer of healing and comfort for Shirley Rupert as she undergoes
chemotherapy for a recurrence of ovarian cancer. Shirley’s address is:
411 Campgaw Rd. Mahwah, NJ 07430.

•

A prayer of thanksgiving for Thelma Sellmann who recently celebrated her 90th birthday. If you’d
like to send Thelma a card, her address is: Boonton Care Center, 199 Powerville Road, Boonton, NJ
07005, Room 110 for Thelma.

13 with Arlene
Thelma Sellmann
Price at her 90th B-day Party
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