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We hope you will find this planner to be “grab and go.” The beginning of each resource will tell
you if something is needed – Bibles, musical accompaniment, etc. For your convenience, all
selections are printed in this planner. Its main purpose is to give you, as a leader, assistance in
providing interesting, Spirit-filled, meaningful, and productive programs in a timely manner. The
hope is that you, the user, and those with whom you share this material will be enabled to focus
on what is important to LWML – spiritual growth, service to others, fellowship with LWML
sisters, and spreading the Word personally and through mission projects supported by mites. And
– now is the time to engage additional women in your congregation in these goals!
Ways you can use this guide:
 Plan monthly LWML meetings and other gatherings/group connections
 Select a program or parts for a customized program
 Choose a devotion for a church gathering
 Include a Mission Servant or Mission Grant opportunity in the church bulletin
What resources you will find:
 Pages on Planning Purposeful Programs, Program Planning Page, and Basic Meeting
Program
 Devotions
 Bible studies
 Sketches; icebreakers
 Mission Servants suggestions; Mission Grants connections
 Four Alternate Themes with activities
 The LWML Mission Statement and Pledge; three LWML Songs - Lutheran Women One
and All, Serve the Lord with Gladness, and Praise, Love, Serve; three mite devotions on
pages 231-235
 Numbered pages; resources completely printed; resources indexed chronologically on
pages 236-237
How you can use this planner effectively:
 Keep reSOURCEs in a three-ring binder; share it with the next leaders.
 Review the entire planner to become familiar with the contents.
 Use the resources during the month listed or when they best fit your program needs.
 Choose all or part of a monthly suggestion, depending on your objectives and time
available.
 Determine theme, target group, and objectives for your meeting or event.
 Complete a Program Planning Page on page 5 for each meeting or event and make
copies of the completed page for your committee.
 Use in combination with Planning Purposeful Programs and Basic Meeting Program;
see pages 4 and 7.
 Implement your plan; review the result using the Response Card on page 6.
 Don’t forget that trying something new can be a good thing!
3

Planning Purposeful Programs
We all like to do our best when planning a program. When planning your program, please keep
in mind the following:
Planning should always begin with prayer. It was an important part of the work of the Christian
Resources Editors Committee. In accepting an assignment or submitting a written piece, the
authors prayed: “a blessing to many in the future,” “may God bless its use in the LWML,” or “a
blessing to those who use it.” Asking the Lord for His guidance and direction as you plan your
program will help assure that His purpose for your group will be the focus as you proceed.
Interesting, Spirit-filled, meaningful, and productive programs don’t just happen! They take
preparation. Ask yourself: “What is the purpose?” Consider the women who will be attending.
Consider new women whom you would like to engage. Remember, an event is not an end in
itself, but a means to an end.
Assemble your board, team, or committee to plan by setting goals and objectives complementary
to the mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. Then select activities to meet the
goals and objectives. Use a variety of approaches. This resource will assist you. Balance in-reach
and outreach. Develop a timeline to ensure planning is completed.
Determine the personnel needed and then choose women to lead the various program
components, according to their talents and gifts. Provide them with a job description if
appropriate. Vague instructions frustrate people. Choose leaders far enough in advance so
preparation can occur. Train them, if necessary. Team newer members with more experienced
leaders to help them grow in their leadership skills. Choose some who do not normally volunteer
and perhaps uncover previously undiscovered talents. Let them sense your commitment to the
job at hand. Communicate enthusiasm and encouragement!
Women must know an event is occurring in order to participate. Use all means available to
publicize including church website, posters, bulletin announcements, email, social media,
texting, and, most importantly, an invitation in person or by phone. Start early!
Any group must practice hospitality to gain members! Everyone who attends should feel
welcome. Add special touches (i.e. name tags, ice breakers, door prizes, group participation,
activities, refreshments) that make each woman feel included. Allow and encourage women to
use their gifts in ministry in their group, church, community, and the world.
A response card is beneficial for feedback and follow-up after an event. It helps in evaluation of
the event, and it gives an opportunity to tell those who attended “what’s next?” Response cards
should include open-ended responses such as: “A highlight of this event was …”; “An idea for a
future event is …”; “I would like to help with …” Be sure to include space for contact
information – responder’s name, address, phone number, email address, or whatever you need,
especially if you have new attendees. See sample on page 6.
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Program Planning Page
Program Date/Time ___________________Planning Meeting Date ___________________
Theme ___________________________________________________________________
Target Participants __________________________________________________________
Objective _________________________________________________________________
Icebreaker ____________________________________ Leader ______________________
Devotion _____________________________________ Leader ______________________
Music _______________________________________ Leader ______________________
Bible Study ___________________________________ Leader ______________________
Speaker _____________________________ Topic ________________________________
Sketch/Panel/Etc ____________________________________________________________
Participants __________________________________________________________
Mission Grants/Mite Box Devotion ________________ Leader ______________________
Unfinished/New Business ____________________________________________________
Announcements ____________________________________________________________
Closing Devotion ______________________________ Leader ______________________
Mission Servant Project ______________________________________________________
Refreshment Committee _____________________________________________________
Special Projects ____________________________________________________________
Zone Event: Date _____________________ Place ________________________________
Our Responsibilities ___________________________________________________
District Event: Date ___________________ Place _________________________________
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RESPONSE CARD
Name of the event: __________________________________________________________
A highlight of this event was: _________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
An idea for a future event is: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
I would like to help with: _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Your name ________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________ Email _________________________________________

RESPONSE CARD
Name of the event: __________________________________________________________
A highlight of this event was: _________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
An idea for a future event is: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
I would like to help with: _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Your name ________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________ Email _________________________________________
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Basic Meeting Program
Agenda refers to business items at a meeting. Program may include speakers, etc.
The president should begin the meeting on time and determine whether a quorum is present.
1. Call to Order (One tap of the gavel.)
“The meeting will please come to order.” President welcomes and introduces guests.
2. Opening Devotion and/or Bible Study
3. Roll Call (optional)
4. Reading and Approval of Minutes
“The secretary will read the minutes of the last (or September, etc.) meeting.” (Secretary stands
and reads.) “Are there any corrections to the minutes? (Pause.) If not, they stand approved as
read.” If there are corrections, they are usually accepted by general consent (everyone in
agreement, but no formal vote taken), and the president then declares, “The minutes stand
approved as corrected.” The secretary may read any correspondence.
5. Financial Statement
“We will now have the treasurer’s report.” OR “The treasurer will give the financial statement.”
(Treasurer stands and reads. The treasurer need only state the beginning balance, the receipts, the
disbursements, and the ending balance.) “Are there any questions for the treasurer? (Pause.) The
report will be filed.”
6. Reports of Other Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees
Report in the order listed in the bylaws, the president reporting first.
7. Unfinished Business/General Orders
Unfinished business is business brought over from a previous meeting because adjournment
occurred before the agenda was completed. General orders are items that were postponed to the
present meeting for action.
8. New Business
“Is there any new business?” The president introduces new items of business requiring action.
Members may also make motions as long as no other question is pending. Out of courtesy, a
member should notify the president if she intends to present an item of new business. The
President may ask, “Is there any further new business?”
9. Announcements (placed here or after the program)
The president reads from a prepared list, including the time, date, and location of the next
meeting and then asks, “Are there further announcements?”
10. Program
The program is usually presented before the meeting is adjourned. Some groups have the program
before the business portion of the meeting. The president says, “The program chairman will
present the program (speaker).” At its conclusion, the program chairman states, “Madam
Chairman, that concludes our program.” The president thanks the chairman and the speaker. She
then guides the assembly to the next business.
11. Adjournment
There may be a formal motion to adjourn but it is not required. The president may ask, “Is there
any further business? (Pause.) Since there is no further business, the meeting is adjourned.”
(Single tap of the gavel.)
12. Closing Prayer/Hymn
Additional information at www.lwml.org/bylaws-and-meeting-helps. Under “Meeting Resources,” see
“Parliamentary Basics.”
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Calendar and Themes for September 2015 – August 2017
The page numbers listed after the monthly theme correspond to the numbers found at the bottom
of each page. If no Bible translation is indicated, the English Standard Version (ESV) was
used. Selection of the 2015-2017 LWML Mission Grants takes place at the 2015 LWML
Convention. Please see the LWML website each month for the featured LWML Mission Grant
project and resources.
SEPTEMBER 2015
Icebreaker

Devotion
Bible Study
Sketch
Mission Servants Project

BOUNTIFUL HARVEST
pp. 21-30
Back in the day – (Preparation required: Leader should gather
pennies with dates that range within the attendees lifetime, i.e.
1950 – 2014.) Give each person a penny when they come in. At
each table/group have each person tell what they remember most
about that year. Optional: Have the women get a coin from their
purse. At the end of the icebreaker, coins go in the Mite Box.
Pray for a Bountiful Harvest
NEW
Bountiful Abundance
NEW
Bountiful Mites
NEW
Organize a "produce stand" with contributions from members'
gardens. Sell the produce after church with proceeds going to
mites or a local food bank.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
OCTOBER 2015
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Sketch
Mission Servants Project

HOOKED BY JESUS
pp. 31-39
Name three people with whom you enjoy spending time.
Cast Your Net – Again
NEW
Prepare, Then Share
NEW
Hook, Line, and Sinker
NEW
On LWML Sunday, set up a LWML "fishing derby" to
promote interest in LWML. Ladies (or anyone) "fish" for
LWML treats (pens, Post-it® notes, Mustard Seeds, etc.)

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
NOVEMBER 2015
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

SOW, NOURISH, REAP
pp. 41-47
Thanksgiving Feast – Besides turkey, dressing, and pumpkin
pie, what other dish is always on your Thanksgiving table?
The Lesson of the Candy Corn
NEW
The Where and How of the Father’s Field!
NEW
Hold a food shower at church to collect items for food baskets
to be distributed to young families. Use shopping carts or
boxes to see how many can be filled.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
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DECEMBER 2015
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

STILLNESS IN THE SEASON
pp. 49-61
Peace be still – What family tradition helps add some stillness
to the chaos of the season?
Be Still
NEW
Stillness in the Seasons of Life/Leader’s Guide
NEW
Volunteer at a local community action organization to collect,
organize, or distribute items. This could be done with your
congregation’s youth group to add a multi-generational aspect
to the event.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
JANUARY 2016
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

NEW BEGINNING
pp. 62-67
Start anew – What new language, craft, or skill would you
most like to learn (time and money are no object)?
New Beginnings
NEW
We Begin Anew
NEW
Join or start a new women's Bible study at your church.
Remember that caring for our faith and keeping it fed is as
important as food for our bodies.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
FEBRUARY 2016
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Sketch
Mission Servants Project

CONFIDENCE
pp. 69-79
Name someone in the Bible who reminds you of one of your
family members or friends. Share why.
Powered for Confidence
NEW
Jesus Is My Confidence!/Leader’s Guide
NEW
Cast All Your Care
Be a risk taker – make face-to-face invitations to a Bible study.
Find someone who has not been attending a Bible Study and
mentor them as you grow in Christ together.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
MARCH 2016
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

KINDNESS
pp. 81-85
Share a kindness someone did for you that you have never
forgotten.
Kindliness is Next to Godliness
NEW
Actions Speak Louder Than Words – Sometimes
Send a cheerful card on the first day of spring to the shut-ins in
your congregation. Be sure to share God’s love for them in a
Scripture verse.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
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APRIL 2016
Icebreaker

Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

COMPASSION
pp. 87-91
Name that flower – Get the name of the person seated on your
right. Name a flower that begins with the first letter of her first,
middle, or last name.
Compassion in Our Daily Life
NEW
Then Act – Compassionately
NEW
Organize a "welcome station" before the beginning of Sunday
services to greet visitors and members as they enter the
sanctuary. Be sure to give parents with small children
directions to the bathroom, drinking fountain, and nursery if
you have one.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
MAY 2016
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Sketch
Mission Servants Project

NEW GROWTH
pp. 93-101
Name someone in your life who has contributed to your
Christian growth.
New Growth – Again
NEW
Self, Self, Self
NEW
Where Are They?
As the women leave the church service, distribute seed packets
with an attached label: "Sprout new growth this spring – attend
your LWML society meeting this month.”

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
JUNE 2016
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

STRONG IN CHRIST
pp. 103-106
Take turns telling your favorite Bible verse and why.
Today, Be Strong in Christ
NEW
God Above All Gods
NEW
Begin a daily walking program, listening to the Bible on tape
or Christian praise music as you walk.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
JULY 2016
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

WINNING WITH CHRIST
pp. 107-111
What sport did you enjoy playing as a child? Tell how you felt if
you lost.
Don’t Be That Monkey!
NEW
Who’s Number One?
Volunteer at your local Special Olympics handing out water
and encouragement. Pass out ribbons with Bible verses at the
finish line. Contact your local organization for more
information and learn how to get involved.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
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AUGUST 2016
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Sketch
Mission Servants Project

WHAT IT TAKES TO WIN
pp. 113-118
What is your favorite Olympic sport to watch?
The Ultimate Race
NEW
Divine Muscle
Exercising to His Word
Invite your neighbors to church and then to your home for a meal.
We all know it takes knowing Jesus to win.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
SEPTEMBER 2016
Icebreaker

Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

EDUCATED IN CHRIST
pp. 119-122
I remember – In three (3) minutes, write down as many names
of people from the Bible as you can. Spelling will not count
against you. When time is up, see who named the most people.
Back to School in the Word!
NEW
Educated in Christ
NEW
Get a list of college students from your church and have each
member select one or two to support for the year. You can send
cards of encouragement, pray for them, and send care
packages. Make sure to know when they are home so you can
greet them at church.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
OCTOBER 2016
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

MATURING IN CHRIST
pp. 123-126
Old enough? – When did your parents think you were old
enough to date? When did you think you were old enough?
Day By Day – Growing in the Lord
NEW
Maturing in the Word
NEW
Connect with the mature women of your church, especially
your LWML group. Invite them and pick them up for any
special events that you have planned for LWML Sunday. Make
this a special month for them – perhaps make a meal and take it
to share with them as you visit or honor them during your
LWML Sunday activities.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
NOVEMBER 2016
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

STEADFAST IN CHRIST
pp. 127-134
Who is your favorite person in the Bible and why?
Drive Wisely
NEW
Steadfast in Christ/Leader’s Guide
NEW
Donate your time and talents by volunteering at a homeless
shelter to serve Thanksgiving dinner. You could have your
group make pumpkin pies for the dessert at the shelter.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
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DECEMBER 2016
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Sketch
Mission Servants Project

ARE YOU READY?
pp. 135-142
Ready or not! – What is your least favorite household chore when
preparing for company?
Are You Ready?
NEW
We Await His Coming
NEW
Hmmm, Christmas Joy?
To prepare for this glorious Reason for the Season, offer to
host a Birthday Party for Jesus both at your own church and
also at a shelter to help everyone know the true reason we
celebrate. You can set up different stations for the children
centered around Jesus. You can hand out books about the
“Christmas Story” and stockings or bags of goodies.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
JANUARY 2017
Icebreaker

Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

#1 PRIORITY
pp. 143-147
First things first - Write down five (5) things you do on
most days. Prioritize them in the order of importance to you.
Compare notes.
Priority Number One
NEW
Heavenly Treasure – Our Number One Priority NEW
Make your daily devotion your #1 priority. Subscribe to the
LWML Mustard Seed Devotion sent to your email daily and
read it first thing every morning. When we care for ourselves
and are fed by His Word, we are more ready to help others.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
FEBRUARY 2017
Icebreaker

Devotion
Bible Study
Sketch
Mission Servants Project

THE PERFECT AGE
pp. 149-161
Pick a number - If you could be any age (older or younger), what
age would you most like to be and why? What do you like most
about your current age?
The Perfect Age
NEW
An Age of Grace/Leader’s Guide
NEW
Who? Me?
NEW
Encourage your high school youth group to help the preschool
or grade school children of your church to make Valentine
cookies/cards and deliver them to the shut-ins of your church
or your local nursing home.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
MARCH 2017
Icebreaker
Devotion

CONNECTIONS
pp. 162-166
Getting to know you - Form groups of 4-6 women and
discover four (4) things that you all have in common.
Important Connections
NEW
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Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

Women with Jesus at the Cross and the Tomb
Get a list of missionaries and send a thank you card/gift/email
to them for what they are doing to serve our Lord.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
APRIL 2017
Icebreaker
Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

BLOOM AND GROW
pp. 167-171
What is your favorite "fresh from the garden" item?
Bloom and Grow!
NEW
A New Spring Wardrobe
NEW
Plant a Giving Garden on your church’s property or ask women
to contribute a corner of their home garden to give to others.
When your garden is ready to harvest, invite members of the
community in need to come and enjoy the produce. Check with
your community assistance agency to see how this can best
work for your community.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
MAY 2017
Icebreaker

Devotion
Bible Study
Mission Servants Project

DILEMMAS AND DECISIONS
pp. 173-176
WWYD? (What would you do?) – If the Sunday School
teacher did not show up for class, what would you do? Would
you be able to teach it?
What Shall I Do?
NEW
Dilemmas and Decisions
NEW
College-Bound Care: As your church’s high school seniors are
graduating, give them connections to your church to take to
school next fall. Be sure your grads have a church directory to
take along to school, sign them up for the church newsletter,
and send the girls a copy of the LWML Quarterly. Consider
matching grads with members of the congregation who can
“adopt” them for the year and keep in touch with news from
home, care, compassion, and God’s Word.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
JUNE 2017
Icebreaker

Devotion

LOVE ALL AROUND
pp. 177-185
Who has your heart? (Preparation required: See page 17 for
cut-out.) In advance cut out one heart for every two people
(using estimated attendance). Cut each heart in half using
different lines (zig-zag, wavy, etc.) so they make a puzzle.
When the ladies arrive give them each a heart puzzle piece.
During the icebreaker time, have them find the other half of
their heart. Share who in your family has your heart. Could be
a spouse, child, grandchild, or neighbor.
Maybe Your Gift Is …
NEW
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Bible Study
Sketch
Mission Servants Project

His Love, Our Love
NEW
Love All Around
NEW
Let’s care for our husbands/children or some special friends.
They need to know they are loved. Here are a few ideas:
1. Leave/mail a note letting them know they are cared for and
thought of today.
2. Pray for them. Don’t just pray, but write a prayer for them and
then share it with them.
3. Share a hug.
4. Have a special dinner – for no particular reason.
5. Share stories of your childhood.
6. Read your wedding Scripture verses with your husband or your
child’s confirmation verse with the kids or a devotion with a
friend.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
JULY 2017
Icebreaker

Devotion
Bible Study/Reading
Mission Servants Project

WOVEN THREADS
pp. 187-196
Who am I? - (Preparation required: Write a work that Jesus
preformed on a piece of paper for each attendee.) As people come
in, tape the paper on the back of each person. Play a game of
charades to see if that person can guess the action. Example, Jesus
fed the 5000. You could pretend to be eating, breaking off bread.
Also, verbal clues can be used.
Woven Threads
NEW
The Pieces of Jesus’ Life
NEW
Undie Sunday! It won’t be long and kids will be heading back
to school. Collect socks, t-shirts, and underwear for the local
food bank to distribute with their food baskets as students
return to school. Challenge: Place a dresser in the narthex of
your church and see how many drawers you can fill “with
drawers” in a month.

Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
AUGUST 2017
Icebreaker

Devotion
Bible Study
Sketch
Mission Servants Project

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS
pp. 197-209
Time flies by! – How many years have you been involved with the
LWML or any other volunteer group that serves the Lord with
gladness? Find out who has served the longest. Find out who has
had the most positions. Think of someone you can invite to join
you in serving the Lord with gladness.
Serve the Lord with Gladness
NEW
Seventy-five Years Serving Our Lord
NEW
Be a Gem for Christ!
NEW
Quilt Blitz! For 75 years the LWML has been serving the Lord
with gladness, in part by making quilts. Hold a Quilt Blitz for your
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congregation. Set up stations for cutting squares, sewing, layering
the “quilt sandwich,” and tying. Have some people start at each
station and rotate every 15-20 minutes depending on the length of
your blitz. This way everyone gets a turn to do each station.
Women (and men too), young and old, can work together to create
gifts of love.
Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
ADDITIONAL THEME 1 GIVE ME EYES TO SEE
pp. 211-214
Icebreaker
Hide and seek – (Preparation required: See pages 18-20 for
handouts.) Find the hidden books of the Bible.
Devotion
Invisible Yet Visible
NEW
Bible Study
Seeing and Believing
NEW
Mission Servants Project
Collect eye glasses for missions. Lions Clubs collect glasses
for second-hand use.
Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
ADDITIONAL THEME 2 ACCENT THE POSITIVE
pp. 215-218
Icebreaker
Think of a person who has made you feel appreciated and
special.
Devotion
The Glad Game – Accent the Positive
NEW
Bible Study
Paradoxical Promises
Mission Servants Project
You are a blessing! Do you have a person who is a blessing at
your church, in your neighborhood, or even in your home? Let
them know. Take the time this month to write cards of thanks
and appreciation for those who go the extra mile in your life to
show God’s love.
Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
ADDITIONAL THEME 3 FOOD FOR THOUGHT
pp. 219-223
Icebreaker
If you were to open a restaurant, what kind of food would you
serve? Or, what is the food that you like the least?
Devotion
Rejoice, Always
NEW
Bible Study
Wants or Needs?
Mission Servants Project
Collecting food is something we often do for our community
food banks. Let’s raise the bar and add some encouragement to
that food. Buy plain white circular stickers, 2-3” wide. Have
markers available for church members, young and old, to write
a note or draw a picture to affix to the top of the cans or boxes
of food to be donated. Scripture verses, happy faces, and
uplifting notes would add a smile to any meal.
Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
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ADDITIONAL THEME 4 CELEBRATIONS
pp. 225-230
Icebreaker
Celebrate good times – If money was not an issue, what type
of celebration would you plan and whom would you invite?
Devotion/Litany
Sweet Birthday Celebration
NEW
Bible Study
Celebrate Life!
Sketch
Shooters, Shiners, and Sparklers
Mission Servants Project
Make Birthday Party Kits for a local homeless shelter. Many
children in shelters never get to have a birthday party. You can
help them by collecting the following items: disposable
aluminum cake pans, cake mixes, frosting, candles, party
favors, and a Bible story book for a gift.
Mission Grant #, Resources
(www.lwml.org/mission-grants)
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Can You Find Them?
Participant Copy
Can you find sixteen (16) books of the Bible in this paragraph?
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible (merely by a fluke). It kept people
looking so hard for the facts and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially
since the names of the books were not capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to numbers
of readers. To others it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you.
Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help them. I will
quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations
when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how
well you can compete. Relax now. There really are sixteen names of books in this story.

Leader Copy with Answers
The letters in bold reveal the solution to the paragraph with 16 Bible book names hidden in it.
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible (merely by a fluke). It kept people
looking so hard for the facts and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially
since the names of the books were not capitalized, but the truth finally struck home
to numbers of readers. To others it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few
moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to
help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be
loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can
concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now. There really are sixteen names of
books in this story.
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Can You Find Them?

There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them?
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a
flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much he
passed it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john
boat. Another friend studied it while playing the banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend was so
intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job
of solving the puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some
names that are real easy to spot. That’s a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves
in a jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from
answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them
at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we
have in seeing the books in the paragraph. During a recent fund raising event which featured this
puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new sales record. The local paper, The
Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult
they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, “The books are right there in plain view
hidden from sight.” Those able to find them all will hear great lamentations from those who have
to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur
without their numbers. Also keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal.
A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know all the
answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus, there really are 30 books of the Bible
lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found. God bless.
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Can You Find them?
Leader Copy

There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them?
Leader copy with answers in BOLD.
Amos, Mark, Luke, John, Joel, Judges, Job, Hebrews, Esther, Acts, James, Ruth, Romans, Titus,
Matthew, Genesis, Philemon, Chronicles, Daniel, Nahum, Hosea, Lamentations, Revelation,
Timothy, Samuel, Numbers, Malachi, Peter, Exodus, Kings
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a
flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he
passed it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from
his john boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist
friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another
friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her
nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people,
however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily
capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister
or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes
is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent
fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new
record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle
was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, "The books
are all right here in plain view hidden from sight." Those able to find all of them will hear
great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that
books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that
punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete
really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a
mad exodus, there really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting
to be found. God bless.
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Pray for a Bountiful Harvest
Devotion
In the fall, we think of harvesting grains, vegetables, and fruits. A successful harvest is a
bountiful one. Scripture tells us of another very important harvest. That is the harvesting of souls
for the Kingdom of God. We have a bountiful God who desires all people to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). According to Jesus, a key element of this
harvest is prayer. And he [Jesus] said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.
Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (Luke
10:2).
When Jesus taught the people to pray, His prayer included the petition, Your kingdom
come … (Matthew 6:10a). The kingdom belongs to those who believe in God’s Word and His
message of Jesus Christ the Savior. In this petition, we pray that the kingdom would come to all.
In his Small Catechism, Dr. Martin Luther explains what we are asking in this petition: “A. That
God would graciously grant us true faith and a godly life; B. That He would extend His
Kingdom of Grace on earth (missions); C. That He would hasten the coming of His Kingdom
of Glory.” (The Second Petition, Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. Concordia Publishing
House, 1943)
In Acts, the believers prayed for boldness in spite of persecution. And now, Lord, look upon their
threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness … (Acts
4:29). That prayer was answered with a gift from God. And when they had prayed, the place in
which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
continued to speak the word of God with boldness (Acts 4:31). We can pray for that boldness
too.
In his letters to the churches, Paul continuously prays for the workers in the harvest field and
asks them to do the same for him. His prayers are both requests and thanksgiving. We always
thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we heard of your
faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints … (Colossians 1:3-4). And so,
from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding … (Colossians 1:9). Finally,
brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored … (2
Thessalonians 3:1).
In the LWML Pledge we consecrate ourselves “to the great task of bringing the lost and the
erring into eternal fellowship with Him.” One way we do that is with our mission grants. It is
easy to put money in the Mite Box, but consistently praying for the mission grants is more
challenging. As Jesus urges His disciples in Luke 10:2, let us pray earnestly for those who
administer the grants and those who benefit from the grants that the harvest may be bountiful.
When the mission grants are paid and we hear of their success, let us give thanks to our bountiful
God who desires all people to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4).
Pray for a Bountiful Harvest
Written by Colleen Spahr, Superior, Colorado
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Bountiful Abundance
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
The overarching theme of the 2015 LWML Convention in Des Moines, Iowa, was “Bountiful”
and the theme verse was 2 Corinthians 9:8 (NIV): And God is able to make all grace abound to
you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good
work. The goal for every aspect of the convention was: “Through Christ’s bountiful love and
blessings of Word and Sacraments, I am equipped by the Holy Spirit to work in my Father’s
harvest field.”
Those who were blessed to be in Des Moines, those who were blessed to catch parts of the
convention by live streaming, those who were blessed to hear the reports of their delegates as
they shared their experiences via zone or society meetings, all know that the concepts of
“Bountiful: Sow, Nourish, Reap” were covered very thoroughly as we were indeed fed by God’s
Word and Sacrament and nurtured through worship and fellowship.
So, what might be a new approach or angle to the concept Bounty, Bountifully, Bountifulness?
What is that angle, you ask? How about El Shaddai? Hum.
Opening Prayer: Bountiful Father, we thank You for the opportunity to join with fellow
members of the Body of Christ to spend this time in Your Word and in conversation with one
another. Still our minds as we come from the rat-race of our world so that we can focus on what
You would have us learn and so that we can better understand the bountiful abundance that You
provide for us as Your dear children through the bountifully abundant blood of our Savior Jesus
Christ, shed for us on the cross of Calvary. It is in the name of our resurrected King that we pray
and begin this time together. Amen!
Have you heard the song “El Shaddai”? I imagine most of you have, but, if you have not, one
place to hear it would be at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKHa6Cm62uI.
So, what does God’s name, El Shaddai, mean? It is a Hebrew compound word that literally
means “The All-Sufficient One” and is usually translated in our English Bibles as “Almighty
God,” “the Almighty,” or “God Almighty.” If we translate the Hebrew words we have a very
beautiful, and possibly never thought of, picture and name of our bountiful God.
I suggest to you that the name of God we are considering here can be broken into three parts.
The first part of this name of our Heavenly Father is the Hebrew word “El” which comes from a
root word meaning “might, strength, and/or power.” In Holy Scripture the word “El” is almost
always used with other Hebrew words to better explain just who the true God is, sharing with the
reader and the hearer more insight into just who our God, the True God, the Only God, is.
Share with the group what it means to you and how it impacts your life as a redeemed (bought
back through the perfect life, death, suffering, and resurrection of Jesus Christ) child of God, that
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He is “El.”
The second part of His name can also be broken into two parts – “Shad” and “Dai.” These two
words share with us a beautiful description of our Father.
“Shad” is a Hebrew word that means “breast,” indicating to us sufficiency and nourishment.
Now before you begin to wonder about this pastor, remember that I live and love life lived in
rural America, having served 18 years in very-rural Nebraska and 12 years now in very-rural,
central Texas. One of the most beautiful things about life in the rural community is the beauty of
God’s creation, especially in the spring of the year, as the baby lambs and calves and colts take
great delight in nursing and receiving the bountiful abundance of their mother as God blesses her
with the ability to provide for their every need. It must also be said before we go any further that
the picture the word “Shad” paints for us is far different from what you will see on billboards, in
magazines, on television, on the big screen, and on the ever-present electronic devices.
With that said, what does Holy Scripture have to say to us about breasts? In regard to this
Hebrew word “Shad” and the name El Shaddai, we read this in Isaiah 66:10-14:
10

“Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice with her in joy, all
you who mourn over her; 11 that you may nurse and be satisfied from her consoling breast; that
you may drink deeply with delight from her glorious abundance.” 12 For thus says the Lord:
“Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the nations like an overflowing
stream; and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip, and bounced upon her knees.
13
As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
14
You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bones shall flourish like the grass; and the
hand of the Lord shall be known to his servants, and he shall show his indignation against his
enemies.”[emphases added]
What is the promise El Shaddai shares with us in His very own words through the prophet
Isaiah?
Again we see proof of El Shaddai’s abundance in Isaiah 49:14-16.
14

But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me.” 15“Can a woman
forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even
these may forget, yet I will not forget you. 16 Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my
hands; your walls are continually before me.” [emphases added]
Do you ever feel like the people of Zion? Does it ever seem as if God has forgotten you? Share a
time when you have felt this way.
What is God’s promise to us in these words of Isaiah? What is the glorious promise God makes
to you?
What are the two pictures He uses to make His promise of continual care and bountiful
abundance crystal clear for you?
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The second part of the word Shaddai, “Dai” in the Hebrew, means "sheds forth,” "pours out,” or
"to heap benefits.”
Read Genesis 42:24-25. Here we get a very clear picture of what this word means as Joseph sent
his brothers from Egypt, back to their home and their father with incredible provision,
sustenance, and blessing.
Joseph’s brothers came seeking food so they “may live and not die” (Genesis 42:2), but received
so much more. What a joy that, when sharing with others the wonder and bountiful abundance of
our Father in heaven, we can share with them that He is El Shaddai, the One who is mighty to
nourish, satisfy, and supply.
Let us recap for a second:
El - might, strength, and/or power
Shad - breast, indicating sufficiency and nourishment
Dai - sheds forth, pours out, to heap benefits
So, when we put the two words together we get the All-Sufficient, All-Bountiful, All-Powerful,
All-Mighty El.
What part of this name of our Heavenly Father has the most meaning for you? Why did you
answer as you did?
No matter which part of His name brings us the most comfort, one thing is certain, we have a
Father who mightily and abundantly nourishes, satisfies, protects, and supplies His people. As
His called and redeemed children through the water of the Word of Holy Baptism, continually
strengthened and nourished through the Word and Sacrament of Holy Communion, we are
indeed abundantly blessed in every way with every kind of blessing from His most bountiful
hand.
What more can we say? We need to add that even as we rejoice in our Mighty God who deals
with us His dear children in regard to nourishment, in regard to strength, in regard to power, in
regard to sufficiency, we must also realize our insufficiency and inability to provide bountifully
for ourselves. It is important that we take a moment to think of this, for as long as we are content
to rely on our own power and ability, there will never be a need for God.
To learn how this truth was evident in the life of a man named St. Paul, read
2 Corinthians 12:7-10. Paul experienced this in his life as he was blessed to get a glimpse of
heaven. To keep him from becoming conceited, with what did God “bless” him?
Realizing his insufficiency, to whom did St. Paul turn?
And what was God’s answer to those prayers?
Was the thorn in his flesh, the messenger of Satan, removed from his life?
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(A contemporary Christian song that talks very well about this type of blessing is entitled
“Blessings” and is written by Laura Story. Check it out on YouTube sometime.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOOFAaUGfRE )
But God blessed St. Paul with the assurance that His all-sufficient power was made perfect in his
weakness. What was Paul’s response to this blessing?
He is content to live with ________, _________, _________, __________, __________. Why?
Because he realized that when he is _________, then he is strong through faith in his El Shaddai.
Was Paul crazy to think this way? The world would say without a doubt he was. Sadly all too
often we echo that same response, wanting instead to rely on our own sufficiency, our own
power, our own ability.
That is when God allows us to experience the same blessing of seeing our insufficiency and just
how meager what we call our abundance really is. That is why it is important that we first see
just how insufficient we are so that we can be emptied and our all-sufficient and bountiful El
Shaddai can fill us to overflowing as we experience His fullness and overabundance.
In fact, according to Isaiah 64:6, to what is everything we have to offer to God, including even
our most righteous acts, compared? Isaiah reminds us here, We have all become like one who is
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. God’s Law makes it very clear to us that no matter how
sufficient we think we are, no matter what we think we can offer to God, all of our good words,
in fact everything we have to offer to God, are nothing more than filthy rags.
And so our Father allows trials and tribulations to be a part of our lives so that we can learn over
and over again, as did St. Paul, that when we are weak then we are _________. As we learn this
lesson over and over again (namely that there is nothing we can do for ourselves to bring
ourselves close to God) we are blessed through faith to know El Shaddai as those who are made
strong, and even more than that, made mighty in God in regard to nourishment, in regard to
strength, in regard to power, and in regard to sufficiency, since He is the Almighty One who is
able to nourish, to strengthen, and to empower us.
The Apostle Paul said that same thing in the New Testament, you will remember, in his letter to
the Corinthians when he was thinking about all of the tremendous needs in the hearts of men and
the tremendous responsibility that was his because he was entrusted with the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. He asked the question, “Who is sufficient for these things?” If he had stopped right
there, he could have turned away discouraged. We all could have turned away discouraged and
said, “Well, we are just not sufficient.” But he added another word and said, “Our sufficiency is
with God. We are not sufficient, but our sufficiency is from God (2 Corinthians 3:5).”
Read 2 Corinthians 3:4-6. What is this new covenant? The idea of a new covenant was
prophesied in the Old Testament. Read Jeremiah 31:31-34.
This new covenant was brought into being and put into practice. Read Luke 22:19-20.
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The Greek word for covenant (diatheke) had the ordinary meaning of "last will and
testament." Paul's use of the word reinforces the sovereignty, the dominion, the power, the El of
God, because it is not a covenant negotiated between Him and us, but a divine decree.
The word covenant also describes an “agreement” made by one party with full, complete,
absolute power, which the other party may accept or reject, but cannot alter. The covenant God
offers to us through faith in Christ Jesus is the agreement that He wants to make with us. We can
either accept it through the power and working of the Holy Spirit through the Means of Grace, or
we can reject it, but we cannot change it to better fit our sinful tastes.
This new covenant presents the terms by which we can have a relationship with God, centered
around Jesus and His work for us. What is this new covenant?
What does it mean that we are “ministers” of this new covenant?
Who is sufficient? In ourselves none of us, but in Christ Jesus, each and every one of us.
With this Good News ringing in our ears and resonating in our heart and mind, our prayer for
each other is Paul’s prayer for each of us in Ephesians 3:14-21.
We join our voices together in this prayer: For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his
glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Scripture references are from the ESV unless otherwise noted.

Bountiful Abundance
Written by Rev. John Heckmann, Gatesville, Texas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Bountiful Mites
Sketch
[Please provide: two actresses and two copies of the sketch for the actresses.]
Props: Mite Box, bag of M&M candy
Marlene: Hello, I’m Marlene.
Mary: And I’m Mary.
Marlene and Mary: We are the M&Ms for Mites and Missions.
Marlene: We thank you for inviting us to make an appearance at your event as we tour the
United States to share the great news about the Mites and Missions, frequently referred to as
M&Ms, of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.
Mary: The Lutheran Women in Mission have a long-standing commitment to Mites and
Missions. The fact is that after the first LWML Executive Board meeting in October 1942, and
before the 1943 convention, nearly 44,000 Mite Boxes were sent to the LWML Districts.
Marlene: And from that time through 1949, the women generously filled those Mite Boxes to
overflowing with mission offerings in the amount of $91,762.33. Now that is bountiful giving!
Mary: Speaking of Mite Boxes [hold up Mite Box], did you realize that the first ones were not in
the LWML colors of purple and gold, but instead blue and white? Over the years the colors and
designs on the Mite Boxes have changed to include a child’s box and paper wraps for small
round cans, but the mission has stayed the same. [hold up examples if have them]
Marlene: As the LWML M&Ms, we are especially fond of the M&M chocolate candies. [hold
up package of M&Ms] They, too, had their beginning about the same time as the LWML. When
they were first sold in 1941, they were packaged in cardboard tubes and were a favorite of the
American GI’s serving in World War II. They have changed as well over the years, but remain a
favorite of people world-wide.
Mary: Speaking of world-wide, did you know that over all these years those mighty mites have
traveled to five continents to help spread the Gospel from Afghanistan to Vietnam and about 50
countries in-between? Now that is bountiful giving!
Marlene: With each biennium you are given many choices when it comes to selecting new
LWML Mission Grant projects. Each one is important and worthy of being chosen.
Mary: Whether you gave mites for a Missionary Retreat Home in Argentina, Training for K-9
Comfort Dogs in the United States, Evangelistic Outreach in Siberia, or Building Homes and
Hope in Haiti, you know that each mite helped to bring the love of Jesus to many people around
the world. Now that is bountiful giving!
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Marlene: Speaking of bountiful, those M&M candies sure are bountiful as well. Just like with
LWML Mission Grants, we have so many choices including milk chocolate, dark chocolate,
peanut butter, almond, and the list goes on and on. Now those are bountiful choices!
Mary: As faithful Lutheran Women in Mission, you have accepted the challenge to increase and
support a greater number of LWML Mission Grant projects with your prayers and financial
giving.
Marlene: Your sacrificial giving is apparent because by 2012 over $100 million in mites had
been distributed by the national LWML. And that amount continues to increase with each
biennium.
Mary: Remember, that amount only represents the 25 percent of mite money sent to the national
LWML. It does not include all the mission grant projects funded by each LWML district over all
these years. Now that is bountiful giving!
Marlene: It is quite evident that since 1942, you and all the women of the LWML have been
passionate in your support for Mites and Missions. I also believe that the women of the LWML
have a passion for the candy M&Ms as well, because in 2001 and 2002 there was a global color
vote to choose a new color of M&Ms. I am convinced that many of you here today were among
the 41 percent who voted for purple, the winning color. Now that is bountiful voting!
Mary: As we continue our tour across the country sharing the story of Mites and Missions, we
rejoice at the commitment each of you have to being bountiful givers. Today we say to you,
continue to show your dedication for Mites and Missions by generously filling the little Mite
Box that sits on your window sill, by the washing machine, on your dresser, in your car, or
wherever it is kept.
Marlene: Each time you place your mites, whether they are coins, currency, or checks, in these
boxes, you are a shining example of serving the Lord with gladness. Each and every mite makes
a mighty big difference in your bountiful giving.
Mary: As we leave you today to continue on our tour across the United States as the M&Ms for
Mites and Missions, we have a final suggestion.
Marlene: Enjoy your choice of candy M&Ms, and let them be a reminder to be a bountiful giver
as you fill your Mite Box to overflowing.

Bountiful Mites
Written by Mary Schmidt, Mt. Hope, Kansas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Cast Your Net – Again
Devotion
[Please provide: copies of the devotion for attendees.]
Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But
because you say so, I will let down the nets.” … Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid;
from now on you will catch men” (Luke 5:5, 10).
The call to discipleship did not end with the Twelve. Each one of us blessed by faith through the
gift of the Spirit is also both called and enabled by God to follow our leader, Jesus. Will you trust
Him to make you one of His “fishermen”?
Jesus’ request to fish in the morning, of all times, was unusual. Everyone knew you fished at
night! Peter, however, was willing, even though as a pro he “knew” it wouldn’t work. When
have you responded like that to a “nudge” from the Spirit to speak to someone about Jesus’ love?
“I already tried, Lord, and got nothing.” Add: “But, I‘m willing to try again.” It is good to
remember God’s timing is perfect! Many times a day of fishing, like a day you have planned to
speak to a friend, turns out to be just “a nice day on the water.” Other times it is cold and windy
and seems fruitless. Try not to let these setbacks deter you from the desire to share the best news
ever with one you love.
What else can we learn from this passage? Jesus told Peter to go out to “the deep water” and to
“use the nets.” A good fisherman knows – make that learns – what kind of bait or lure to use,
how deep to set the line, what time of day or night is best, etc. As a “fisher of men” we must
learn from the Master who, what, when, and where we are to “fish.” Think about what method
you have tried in the past to share the life-giving message of God’s amazing grace. Why did or
didn’t it work? What can you try next? Pray for God’s idea, His plan of action, and His timing.
Peter later wrote: But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect … (1 Peter 3:15, 16).
Are you “prepared”? Prayerfully write down some notes of what you would like to be able to say
on the spur of the moment. Add some more thoughts as they come to you and pray for an
opportunity to practice your love of Jesus in words and deeds.
Prayer: Dear Jesus, enable me to faithfully and joyfully express my love for You and the sure
hope only You can give. May I continue my preparation so that I will be ready to cast my line to
tell others that they, too, can: Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you (1 Peter 5:7).
Amen.
[Additional Note: Following Jesus’ call to discipleship to Peter, James, and John (Luke 5:1-11), Luke
writes about a man with leprosy begging, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” And Jesus
stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean” (Luke 5:12-13 ESV). This puts new
meaning to a church sign I saw: “You catch ‘em, He’ll clean ‘em!”]
Scripture references are from the NIV unless otherwise noted.

Cast Your Net – Again
Written by Rita Soeken, Evansville, Indiana
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Prepare, Then Share
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Learning to become an “at-ease” witness tool, useful to Jesus for sharing His love, saving grace,
forgiveness, wisdom, and hope, is a goal we all want to attain. As most worthwhile endeavors, it
usually takes study, determination, prayer, and practice. How does one go about this? By
examining and following examples given us in Scripture through the inspiration of our God.
Let’s look at a few of these for Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve
others, faithfully administrating God’s grace in its various forms (1 Peter 4:10).
Read 1 Peter 3:15.
Begin at the beginning. First, consider the phrase in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Prepare
a written response to give if someone asks you why you believe in Jesus. Then practice saying it
in different ways, imagining a scenario, including tone, touch, and expression. Write a quick
outline now to finish at home later. Share with the group what you wrote and incorporate some
of their thoughts into your own.

Read Matthew 16:13-19.
This is the question that needs the right answer.
How or when might you ask someone their response to it? What might be some of their answers?
How can you, with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:16), speak the truth in love?

Read Acts 8:26-40.
Who told Philip where to go – then to whom to speak?
Share an example of a time when you felt the Spirit’s “nudge” to go to someone – to be there just
in case.

Read verse 30 and 35 again.
How can you use this example to utilize an opportunity to “begin where they are” as Philip did?

Read Acts 17:16, 22-25, 27-28.
Are you distressed, as was Paul, at what you are seeing in the “market place”?
How can you use an object to segue into a discussion about the One True God?
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Read verse 32.
Have courage. Some won’t, but some will!

Read 2 Timothy 3:15.
As was true of Timothy, many of us also have been blessed to know the Holy Scriptures since
we were children. In Baptism we have all been reborn (John 3:5-6) so that we can walk in
newness of life (Romans 6:4 ESV).
Share an event or a person who made the Word come alive for you and how this deepened your
faith.

Witnessing isn’t just to those who do not know Jesus yet; it is also to encourage fellow believers.
Take a minute to find and share a few verses listed in your Bible’s concordance under
“encouragement,” i.e. Philemon 2:1-4 or Titus 1:9. Share a time you were encouraged by a
fellow believer.

Prayer: Close by reading together Ephesians 1:15-19a and Ephesians 3:14-21 as a prayer for
each other.
Scripture references are from the NIV unless otherwise noted.

Prepare, Then Share
Written by Rita Soeken, Evansville, Indiana
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Hook, Line, and Sinker
Sketch
[Please provide: four actresses and four copies of the sketch for the actresses.]
Characters:
Tammy Trout – hooked on coffee, fast talking, carries mug of coffee, and lunch sack
Sandra Salmon – taken in by latest line on TV to lose weight
Wilma Walleye – has a sinking feeling about everything, weighed down with life
Mary Minnow – shares the Gospel with her friends, carries lunch sack
Props: Table (optional) and 4 chairs, coffee mug, soup bowl, three lunch sacks, and a Bible
Setting: Scene takes place in a coffee shop where four friends meet for lunch.
[Tammy and Sandra are seated at table. Coffee mug, one lunch sack, and soup bowl are on
table. Mary and Wilma are off-stage left, each with a lunch sack.]
Mary: [enters with Wilma] Hi everyone! Sorry I’m late.
Tammy: That’s all right. My coffee is still hot so you can’t be that late. Who’s your friend?
Mary: This is Wilma Walleye. She just started working in the personnel department. I invited
her to join us for our Bible study lunch today.
Wilma: I hope that’s okay with everyone.
Sandra: Of course! The more the merrier. Have a seat. I’m Sandra Salmon and this is Tammy
Trout. We both work in marketing.
Wilma: It’s nice to meet you.
[Mary and Wilma sit down and put lunch sacks on table.]
Tammy: [excited] I’m glad you joined us today, Wilma! Do you like coffee? Let me order you a
latte or something. Maybe an espresso? They have the best espressos here. I’m just hooked on
them!
Wilma: Well, I –
Tammy: What’s your favorite flavor? Hazelnut? Or maybe French Vanilla? You look like a
French Vanilla type. My favorite is Chocolate Almond – double shot, of course. So what will it
be? And put your money away; this is my treat.
Wilma: Well, I –
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Tammy: It’s hard to decide, isn’t it? The coffee aroma always lures me in. One step inside the
door and I’m hooked!
Sandra: I’m pretty sure it’s the caffeine you’re hooked on, Tammy.
Tammy: You’re probably right, but I do get excited when I talk about coffee!
Mary: And speaking of aromas, what is that nasty smell? [sniffs the air, then leans over and
sniffs the bowl of soup] Good grief! What is that?
Sandra: I’m afraid that’s my lunch. It’s cabbage soup.
Tammy: She’s on the Cabbage Soup Diet this week.
Sandra: I had to try something! I have just three weeks to lose ten pounds before the wedding.
Wilma: I think I saw that diet advertised on TV. It had some line about losing weight for your
next big date.
Mary: That’s sounds like quite a line, all right. So how is it?
Sandra: It’s great! Any time I get hungry I just eat cabbage soup. AND, I can eat as much as I
want. You can’t do that on other diets.
Tammy: Well, yeah, but who wants to eat cabbage soup?
Sandra: It’s not that bad. Would you like to try it? I put some salsa in it to give it a little kick.
Tammy: Uh, no thanks. I’ll just stick to my sandwich.
Sandra: [shrugs] So how is the new job going, Wilma?
Wilma: Okay, I guess. I have this sinking feeling that it’s not going to work out, though.
Tammy: Nonsense! Just give it a little time. Everything will be fine.
Wilma: Maybe, but it’s pretty overwhelming. I feel so weighed down with everything else in my
life right now. I just hope I can handle all the stress. I feel like it’s either sink or swim time and
I’m afraid I’m just going to sink.
Sandra: Wow! I’m sorry to hear that, Wilma. I wish we could do something to help.
Mary: Maybe we can. Let’s include Wilma in our prayers today. Would you all join me?
[All women fold their hands and bow their heads.]
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Mary: Dear Lord, we praise Your Holy Name and ask that You bless our time together this day.
Thank You for this food and guide us as we study Your Word. We also ask that You be with our
friend, Wilma. Grant her Your peace and give her the strength to face the challenges in her life.
Amen.
Wilma: I’m not sure what to say. I’ve never had anyone pray for me before.
Tammy: Never? Then it’s about time someone did!
Sandra: And speaking of time, we better get started on our Bible study before our lunch hour is
over. Today’s lesson is on Mark 1:17-18. And Jesus said to them, "Follow me, and I will make
you become fishers of men." And immediately they left their nets and followed him.
Wilma: What does that mean – fishers of men?
Sandra: That’s how Jesus described His disciples and anyone who shares the message of the
Gospel with others. Fishers of men are those who preach and teach God’s Word.
Mary: These verses in Mark tell us how Jesus first called His disciples to follow Him. Peter,
Andrew, James, and John were all fishermen. Jesus wanted them to leave their trade behind and
become His disciples.
Wilma: So they just dropped everything and followed Jesus?
Tammy: That’s right.
Wilma: So what was the catch?
Sandra: What do you mean?
Wilma: Well, there had to be some reason why they left everything to follow this guy.
Tammy: This wasn’t just a guy. This was Jesus – God’s own Son. He was the Messiah.
Wilma: Did they know that?
Tammy: Well, maybe not at first.
Wilma: Hmm. I wouldn’t think fishermen would be any good at making speeches or drawing a
crowd.
Sandra: They probably weren’t. They had no education or training. In fact, being a fisherman
was a rather lowly job.
Wilma: That’s certainly not whom I would hire for the job of disciple. I would think Jesus would
want someone more qualified. Being a disciple sounds rather important.
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Mary: Maybe that was the point. It’s not about us or our own talent; it’s all about Jesus and what
He has done for us. God is the one who enables us to do the work of His Kingdom. Our job is
just to get the Word out to others.
Wilma: You mean you are a fisher of men, too?
Sandra: Everyone who believes in Jesus as their Savior is called to share the Good News with
others.
Tammy: And when she says Good News, she means the Gospel message. That’s the hook!
Wilma: I hope you don’t mind all of my questions. I’m just trying to figure out what kind of line
this is.
Mary: It’s not a line like you hear on TV. All of God’s Word is true. We are all born sinners and
need a Savior. God promises to forgive all who confess their sin and believe in Him.
Wilma: That’s it?
Sandra: That’s why He sent His Son into this world – to redeem and save us.
Wilma: And all we have to do is believe? That almost seems too easy.
Mary: It’s not complicated; it just takes faith. And that’s the job of the Holy Spirit. He is the one
who creates faith in our hearts. After that, we just keep passing on the Good News of Salvation
to the ends of the earth. That’s what being fishers of men is all about.
Wilma: Hmmm.
Sandra: So, what are you thinking right now, Wilma?
Wilma: I’m just trying to let it all sink in.
Tammy: You know, being hooked by Jesus is different than being hooked by the fishermen of
the world.
Wilma: What do you mean?
Tammy: Think of it this way. We’re all just fish swimming around in the dark murky waters of
sin. The world lures us with the bait of temptation. Sin may look good, but it hides a nasty barb
which tears us apart from God. Then we’re reeled into the boat and cast aside for someone’s
dinner.
Sandra: That someone would be Satan who is always ready to devour us.
Tammy: But the hook from Jesus has no barb. Instead He takes the sting of death for us and
offers us eternal life in its place. We swim free in the perfect waters of His Grace.
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Mary: And as a free fish, wouldn’t you want all the other fish to know about this wonderful
fisherman named Jesus?
Wilma: Yes I would. And I would swim to the bottom of the ocean to share that news. I think I
get it now! Being a fisher of men is how we are a witness for what Jesus has done for us.
Tammy: I think she’s got it – hook, line, and sinker!
Sandra: You know, witnessing isn’t just going around knocking on doors. It’s also sharing your
faith with the people you already know – or have just met!
Mary: Thanks for coming to our Bible study lunch, Wilma. You gave us a fresh perspective on
our call to be fishers of men. Please join us again next week.
Wilma: I would love to. Now about that coffee, Tammy. Is the offer still good? All this talk has
made me thirsty and I’m ready to be hooked by a grande hazelnut latte!
Tammy: Absolutely! Just follow me! [stand and lead all women off stage right]

Hook, Line, and Sinker
Written by Kristin Kaldahl, Spencer, Iowa
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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The Lesson of the Candy Corn
Devotion

[Please provide: musical accompaniment; optional-package of candy corn; Bibles, hymnals, and
copies of the devotion for attendees.]
So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it
(Isaiah 55:11).
Every autumn a fresh crop of candy corn pops up in the stores and reminds us that harvest time is
near. Invented in the 1880s, candy corn has been enjoyed for over 130 years. Now that is sweet
success! This seed-shaped confection can become a symbol of God’s Word and how He uses us
to accomplish His heavenly harvest.
Read the Parable of the Sower (Luke 8:8-15). Jesus wants us to be generous in scattering His
seed so that all might have the chance to hear God’s Word and the message of salvation. Now
take a look at what each color of the candy corn represents.
White – The tip of the candy corn is pure white and stands for God the Father who is perfect,
holy, and righteous. The seed is His Word we are to proclaim to others.
Orange – The color orange reminds us of the flames of the Holy Spirit who appeared on
Pentecost. He enabled the disciples to speak God’s Word in many languages. The large,
tapered section of this candy also represents the large harvest field. There are many who
need to hear God’s offer of forgiveness. It is the Holy Spirit who takes the seed of God’s
Word and nurtures faith in man’s heart.
Yellow – Yellow represents the light of Jesus Christ, the Word in flesh. He calls us to be His
witnesses. When we scatter the seed of God’s Word, we spread His light and the message
of salvation to the world. We are the harvest workers as we walk in the light of Christ.
And he said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly
to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest (Luke 10:2).
A Symbol of Prayer – As it points upwards, the candy corn also reminds us to pray. Each time
you eat this candy say a prayer and ask God to bless His Word, the workers, and the harvest.
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Celebrate the Lord is God!
Awesome and wonderful is He.
Never have I needed Your love and forgiveness more than now.
Daily You deliver me from my sin.
You are the Lord of the Harvest who provides all my needs.
Count the many blessings that You bestow.
Open my ears to hear Your Word and my mouth to give You praise.
Rejoice with all who receive Your righteousness
Now and forever. Amen.
Sing: "Hark the Voice of Jesus Calling” LSB 827, TLH 496, LW 318

The Lesson of the Candy Corn
Written by Kristin Kaldahl, Spencer, Iowa
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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The Where and How of the Father’s Field!
Bible Study

[Please provide: musical accompaniment if singing; Bibles, hymnals, and copies of the Bible
study for attendees.]
One of the objectives of the LWML Convention in Des Moines, Iowa (June 25-28, 2015) was:
 Convention attendees will be “Equipped to sow, nourish, and reap in the Father’s field.”
So “where” is the Father’s field and “how” does the Father sow, nourish, and reap His harvest of
believers? The following study of God’s Word will attempt to answer those questions as we look
at “where,” in the four arenas (i.e. mission fields) given to us by
Jesus from Acts 1:8, and the “how,” with seven mission responses. This is a result of showing
our faith by what we do from James 2:17-18.
Opening Prayer: God of truth and love; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, hear our prayer for those
who do not know You, that they may come to a saving knowledge of the truth through Your
Holy Spirit and that Your name may be praised among all peoples of the world.
Sustain, inspire, and enlighten Your servants, like us, who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh
vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still fragile. Continually renew missionary
zeal in us and in the Church; raise up new missionaries in our Church who will follow You to the
ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your goodness; make us full of love, strength, and faith
– for Your glory and the salvation of the entire world. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

The “Where” of the Father’s Field
Let’s take a closer look at Acts 1:8 to understand “where” to sow, nourish, and reap. “But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
Jesus talks about four places, regions, or arenas (i.e. mission fields) where witnessing will take
place and sowing, nourishing, and reaping through the Holy Spirit will happen. This was Christ’s
mission plan for His disciples. Where are they?
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
4. ______________________
And the sowing, nourishing, and reaping happens only when whose power is in us? _______
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Have you ever thought about how these four places, regions, or arenas (i.e. mission fields)
differed from one another at the time of Christ? List some of those differences here:

To give a witness of one’s faith through the Holy Spirit by sowing, nourishing, and reaping the
same way in each place, region, or arena (i.e. mission field) would be difficult because of the
language and cultural differences in each location as well as the location itself. Let’s look at
some of those differences.
“... my witnesses in Jerusalem ...” (Acts 1:1 to 6:7) A city many scholars say had a population
of 40,000 to 50,000 people on a daily basis at the time of Jesus and would swell to 250,000
people during festival times like Passover. The people living in Jerusalem during the time of
Jesus were people:
1. who in general spoke the same language and had a culture similar to the disciples; and
2. who lived in the same neighborhoods.
What are some of your Jerusalem opportunities for witnessing today? To sow, nourish, and reap
empowered by God’s Holy Spirit where you live and share the same language and culture with
people?

“... and in all Judea ...” (Acts 6:8 to 8:3) It designates the part of Palestine adjacent to
Jerusalem and inhabited by the Jewish community after their return from captivity. The
evangelization of Judea began during the earthly life of Christ, who journeyed through the land
more than once and had friends there. It was one of the first provinces to benefit from the
preaching of the Apostles. Judeans had heard the discourse of St. Peter, when he went forth from
the upper chamber. (Read Acts 5:16.) The people living in Judea during the time of Jesus were
people:
1. who in general spoke the same language and had a culture similar to the disciples; and
2. who lived farther away in other towns and cities.
What are some of your Judean opportunities for witnessing today? To sow, nourish, and reap
empowered by God’s Holy Spirit in other towns and cities farther away from where you live, but
with people who share the same language and culture as you do?

“... and Samaria ...” (Acts 8:4 to 9:31) Samaria extends for about 40 miles from north to south
and 35 miles from east to west. It is bounded by Galilee on the north and by Judea on the south;
on the west is the Mediterranean Sea and on the east the Jordan River. In New Testament times
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Samaria was under Roman control and was to some extent a center for Hellenistic culture. Jesus
had little to do with the Samaritans, but, in the apostolic age, Greek-speaking Christians
preached to them; this preaching marked a transitional stage in the extension of the church into
the Gentile world. The people living in Samaria during the time of Jesus were people:
1. who spoke a different language and had a different culture than the disciples and those in
Jerusalem and Judea; and
2. who could live farther away in other towns and cities; however, many also lived in
Jerusalem and Judea.
What are some of your Samaria opportunities for witnessing today? To sow, nourish, and reap
empowered by God’s Holy Spirit where you live (and maybe in other towns and cities) but with
people who speak a different language and have a different culture?

“... and to the end of the earth ...” (Acts 9:32 to 28:31) The Church’s mission is headed to
Rome and beyond. Dr. Martin Luther wrote these words, “This promise is to be found in all the
prophets, namely that through the Seed of the woman the blessing will come upon all nations; . .
. the Holy Spirit is given through Christ to all who hear the Word of Christ and believe in Him”
(AE 8:254) (The Lutheran Study Bible, page 1831). The people living to the end of the earth
during the time of Jesus were people:
1. who spoke a different language and had a different culture than the disciples and those in
Jerusalem and Judea; and
2. who lived in other countries far away.
What are some of your end of the earth opportunities for witnessing today? To sow, nourish, and
reap empowered by God’s Holy Spirit to people in other countries far away and who speak a
different language and have a different culture?

The “How” of the Father’s Field
Now let’s take a closer look at James 2:17-18 to understand “how” to sow, nourish, and reap. So
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith and I
have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my
works.
James is speaking here about, “Faith cannot be separated from the response of works because the
works naturally flow from the faith God plants” (The Lutheran Study Bible, page 2137).
So flowing from the faith that God plants in us is the “how” to sow, nourish, and reap through
seven mission responses (add your own thoughts in the blank spaces):
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1. Learning (Through the reading and study of Scripture)
• about God’s view of the world
• about God’s mission for the world
• about God’s church and what it is doing in the world
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
2. Praying (Read Matthew 26:42, Ephesians 6:18-20, James 5:16, and
Philippians 4:9-11 for examples of prayer.)
• for unbelievers you know
• for yourself, to be a better witness
• for missionaries, national workers and leaders, and their families
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
3. Giving (Read Mark 12:41-44 and/or Luke 21:1-4, the widow’s mite.)
• to LWML mites for mission projects
• to your congregation, district, and Synod mission work
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
4. Telling (Read Acts 14:24-28, Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch.)
• fellow members about God’s mission
• what you’ve learned by being involved in God’s mission
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
5. Sending (Read Acts 13:1-3, Barnabas and Saul are sent.)
• by identifying family, friends, and other people you know who might have the
gifts to serve as missionaries
• by caring for missionaries and their families through writing, hosting, and asking
for other ways to help
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________

6. Going (Read Matthew 28:16-20, The Great Commission.)
• wherever the Lord leads you in your four arenas (i.e. mission fields), to your
neighborhoods, cities, and towns, and to the end of the earth
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•
•
•

“Send us Lord, to make disciples in Your name in accordance with our callings in
life” (The Lutheran Study Bible, page 1650).
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

7. Celebrating (Read 1 Peter 2:9, a holy people.)
• that Jesus is alive … He is Risen! He is Risen indeed!
• that we are the children of God, His chosen people!
• that through the power of His Holy Spirit, He uses us in His sowing, nourishing,
and reaping!
• __________________________________________
• __________________________________________
Closing Hymn: Sing or read “Lift High the Cross” LSB 837, LW 311.
Closing Prayer: O God our Father, as You sent Your Son, send us into Your mission
fields with Your compelling love. Help us by Your Spirit to share Your Gospel of love and
forgiveness, of mercy and peace, of compassion and care, by using us to sow, nourish, and reap.
Revive Your Church and save Your people through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Where and How of the Father’s Field!
Written by Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner, Lake St. Louis, Missouri
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Be Still
Devotion
Are you sitting down? Take a few deep breaths as you focus on this word: stillness.
The Christmas season feels like the most sensory-overloaded time of the year! Our ears are
crammed with carols; our sight is serenaded by joyful colors and a symphony of light. Taste buds
are overwhelmed by spices, soups, meats, and treats. Those “To Do” lists amplify in volume and
time toys with our sanity as we ho-ho-hope for a moment of peace!
In order for us to “be still,” we must abandon all motion and sound and embody a presence of
calm, quiet, or peace. This is physically easy to accomplish during personal meditation or after a
long, exhausting day; but how can being “still” help keep you calm when the world wages war
on your spirit?
When distractions are deafening and I am shaken by stress, my comfort comes from the power of
this command: “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10a). The Hebrew word for “still”
in this context means “to abandon or desist; to stop what you’re doing.” God demands more from
us than a physical absence of motion or sound; He desires the absence of doubt and requires that
our hearts be stilled and filled with faith.
Quiet your spirit with these encouraging lyrics by Martin Luther, inspired by Psalm 46. Notice
the spiritual peace we embody – despite the enemy’s threats – when our hearts acknowledge that
God is our Mighty Fortress:
Though devils all the world should fill,
All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill;
They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none.
He’s judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.
LSB 656, v. 3 [emphases added]
Rejoice that God delivered a Savior – the Prince of Peace – to fight the foe on our behalf so that
we can join in the victory of God’s awesome power!
Prayer: Mighty Fortress, You are my refuge and strength; no matter what trouble I face this day,
You are God. Fill my heart with a faith that cannot be shaken. Thank You for the gift of Your
Son, Jesus Christ. Let my witness proclaim His message of heavenly hope to this restless and
worried world. In Emmanuel’s name I pray. Amen.
Be Still
Written by Alli Bauck, Olathe, Kansas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Stillness in the Seasons of Life
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the first six pages of the Bible study for attendees. The last
five pages are a Leader’s Guide.]
Stillness. Each season of life provides its own kind of stillness.
As children we had no problem experiencing stillness if adults allowed it. Adults often turn on
the radio or television so children have “company” at all times, but children do not need it. Some
will play contentedly for quite some time without any outside stimulation. If they have a friend
or sibling with which to play, they can be content even longer. Jesus spoke about children.
Read Matthew 18:1-6 and Mark 10:13-16.
What do you think Jesus meant when He said we need to “become like children”? _________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
When you think about stillness and a child’s heart, how would a child relate to God differently
than an adult?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

As we grow from childhood into the teen years, the world invades our peacefulness and we
become less content. As teens, we often run away from stillness when it is the very thing we
need. We feel we need to run faster, be busier, or multi-task. What will happen if we just do
nothing? We will miss out, get left behind, or have to think about things that are deeper than we
want – scary things like the future, responsibilities, or decisions to be made. Jesus understands
these fears. He lived through very difficult times.
Read Matthew 14:8-14.
What did Jesus do when He received the very sad news of the death of His friend, John?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

What did Jesus do when the crowds found Him and brought their sick to Him?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
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Jesus was able to put aside His grief and care for the crowd. How might His time spent alone
affected His decision?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Read Luke 22:39-44.
Jesus was aware that the crucifixion lay ahead of Him. He was obviously in great distress. What
was His way of dealing with the stress?
________________________________________________________________________________________

Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.
Paul has a message for those who are very busy, especially with things that do not lead them
anywhere in particular. What is that message?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

Young families must take quiet time in small increments, whenever they can get it. It may be
when a little one is awake in the middle of the night and mom has the privilege of sitting in the
stillness, cuddling her little one, with no other sound around. It may have to be time stolen with
an extra five minutes in the shower. It may be mom and dad sleepily and quietly conversing and
praying together after the little ones are finally in bed.
Read Matthew 14:13 and Mark 1:35.
Jesus had many demands on Him. People constantly pursued Him for healing and for guidance.
He surely understands the demands and stresses that young parents feel. What do you think Jesus
would recommend to young parents of today for dealing with their stress?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

But life is crazy! Brainstorm ways to find the time for these stress relievers.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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Read Psalm 4:4.
Even if you feel like the only time you have is at bedtime, try to be diligent in talking to God for
a few minutes, and listening to Him, before you fall asleep. Consider kneeling beside your bed to
help you stay focused.
Parents of school-aged children may have to plan stillness – family dinner (or breakfast) time,
prayer with children at bedtime, time together as a couple – whenever it is available. Family time
usually will not just happen, but must be intentionally made. In fact, God commanded we make
that time.
Read Deuteronomy 6:6-9.
When can you teach His commands to your children?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Jesus set an example of finding stillness with friends and family during His life here on earth.
Read Matthew 9:9-10.
Read Matthew 26:6-7.
Read Luke 22:14-15.
With whom did Jesus “recline at table” in these passages?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Jesus made time to sit down and connect with people, many of whom would have been ignored,
much less shared a dinner table, by most people of His time – people, nevertheless, who really
needed to connect with others. Taking the time to connect with family and friends is a way of
being still before the Lord. Leaving the hustle and bustle of the world long enough to “recline at
table” allows the Lord to work through you and those around you to further His work.
Personal quiet time will not just happen either, but, as we read earlier, Jesus made quiet time
with His Father a priority. Finding those moments in the car, before the children get up, or after
they go to bed will be well worth the effort as your relationship grows with Christ.
As the children become teenagers and then move into the college years, parents may find that
quiet time alone comes more frequently, but they have forgotten how to use it. Using this time to
reconnect to one another and to the Lord can be a great benefit to their marriage and family.
Read Genesis 2:18, 21-24.
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As God created the earth and all that is in it, one phrase was repeated over and over, And God
saw that it was good (Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31).
However, when God saw that man had no helper, what was His comment?
___________________________________________________________________________
God did not create mankind to be alone. We are meant to share our lives with someone.
If you are married, taking care of that relationship is important. This can sound like a daunting
task to some who are in the midst of child-rearing and the busyness that entails. Date nights are
great, but building relationships can happen in snippets of time stolen here and there, too. During
those seasons when you’re “passing in the night,” a note, perhaps jotted on a Post-it® Note and
strategically placed for your spouse to find, can bring a smile and build relationships.
Brainstorm other ways couples can connect, and find the “stillness” that comes from a strong
marriage, during this season of life.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Empty-nesters suddenly have stillness thrust upon them. Some tend to resist the stillness. They
are often not comfortable sitting in silence. If they find themselves in silence, they turn on the
radio or the television, or sit down at the computer. It may be difficult for them to be at peace
with life without children at home. They may respond by finding things to keep themselves busy.
It is good to find new activities so as not to grow stagnant and feel insignificant without the dayto-day responsibilities of parenthood. It is also good to embrace the stillness, for God’s Word
says “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10), and He is known through His Word of
grace and forgiveness because of Jesus Christ. Thus, stillness can be a blessing for Christians.

Read John 14:27.
What does Jesus promise us if we stay close to Him? ________________________________
To find out how we can find that peace, read Psalm 46:10.
What is the result when we draw close to God in stillness?
___________________________________________________________________________
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In the NIV version of Jeremiah 31:3, God tells us “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I
have drawn you with loving-kindness.” He draws us close to Him through His Word.
The empty-nest season is a great opportunity for drawing close to God, while still having the
energy and ability to actively serve Him.
Read Proverbs 17:6.
Grandmas and grandpas are blessed with an awesome opportunity to touch young lives for
Christ. Sharing an attitude of “stillness” with children and grandchildren will provide great
opportunities to witness for the Lord. The wisdom of age is priceless, providing a perspective
completely different from that of young parents.
Read Titus 2:1-5.
Today’s world is not very accepting of some of the ideas in this passage. How would you
approach relating these thoughts to today’s young mothers? (Consider Ephesians 5:21-33.)
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Though getting older has its challenges, God does not forsake us in our later years. Stillness is
more readily available in these years, and through it God sustains us through the power of His
Word. We can and should continue to serve Him in whatever capacity we are able. We can serve
physically, and when we can no longer do that, we can still tell others about Him and His love
for us as long as we have breath.
Read Psalm 71:17-18.
Read Psalm 73:26.
What opportunities might be uniquely available to the elderly to serve the Lord through the
stillness He provides?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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Each season of life offers its own challenges for finding stillness with the Lord. As we strive to
grow closer to Him through each season, may we seek out, and recognize, the opportunities for
stillness He provides.
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for the seasons of life. You have set everything in
motion so that each of life’s seasons provides us with different opportunities for serving You.
Help us to find the stillness in each season and use it to grow closer to You, as well as bring
others to a relationship with You, for in You is a stillness that we can find nowhere else. We pray
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Stillness in the Seasons of Life
Written by Kris Osler, Andover, Kansas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Stillness in the Seasons of Life
Bible Study – Leader’s Guide
Stillness. Each season of life provides its own kind of stillness.
As children we had no problem experiencing stillness if adults allowed it. Adults often turn on
the radio or television so children have “company” at all times, but children do not need it. Some
will play contentedly for quite some time without any outside stimulation. If they have a friend
or sibling with which to play, they can be content even longer. Jesus spoke about children.
Read Matthew 18:1-6 and Mark 10:13-16.
What do you think Jesus meant when He said we need to “become like children”?
Children are less likely to have become hardened by life and its sin, willing to learn, not
prideful, have quiet hearts.

When you think about stillness and a child’s heart, how would a child relate to God differently
than an adult?
"Children are often less jaded by life and thus are not as likely to dismiss God's
incredible statements as unrealistic."

As we grow from childhood into the teen years, the world invades our peacefulness and we
become less content. As teens, we often run away from stillness when it is the very thing we
need. We feel we need to run faster, be busier, or multi-task. What will happen if we just do
nothing? We will miss out, get left behind, or have to think about things that are deeper than we
want – scary things like the future, responsibilities, or decisions to be made. Jesus understands
these fears. He lived through very difficult times.
Read Matthew 14:8-14.
What did Jesus do when He received the very sad news of the death of His friend, John?
He went to a desolate place by Himself.

What did Jesus do when the crowds found Him and brought their sick to Him?
He had compassion on them and healed their sick.

Jesus was able to put aside His grief and care for the crowd. How might His time spent alone
affected His decision?
He spent time in prayer, gathering his thoughts and emotions and receiving strength
from His Heavenly Father.
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Read Luke 22:39-44.
Jesus was aware that the crucifixion lay ahead of Him. He was obviously in great distress. What
was His way of dealing with the stress?
He prayed.

Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.
Paul has a message for those who are very busy, especially with things that do not lead them
anywhere in particular. What is that message?
They should run with a purpose, stay focused on the goal of following Jesus, and strive
for the “prize” that lasts – eternal life.
______

Young families must take quiet time in small increments, whenever they can get it. It may be
when a little one is awake in the middle of the night and mom has the privilege of sitting in the
stillness, cuddling her little one, with no other sound around. It may have to be time stolen with
an extra five minutes in the shower. It may be mom and dad sleepily and quietly conversing and
praying together after the little ones are finally in bed.
Read Matthew 14:13 and Mark 1:35.
Jesus had many demands on Him. People constantly pursued Him for healing and for guidance.
He surely understands the demands and stresses that young parents feel. What do you think Jesus
would recommend to young parents of today for dealing with their stress?
Recommended would be prayer, time in the Word, time with friends in fellowship.

But life is crazy! Brainstorm ways to find the time for these stress relievers.
Driving in the car – tune in to Christian radio, or shut it off and pray in the quiet; plan
dates with spouse – take the time to pray together (even five minutes makes a difference!);
_
form Bible study group with people who have children about same age as yours – for younger
kids, parents can take turns doing the babysitting, let the older kids play, you de-stress!

Read Psalm 4:4.
Even if you feel like the only time you have is at bedtime, try to be diligent in talking to God for
a few minutes, and listening to Him, before you fall asleep. Consider kneeling beside your bed to
help you stay focused.
Parents of school-aged children may have to plan stillness – family dinner (or breakfast) time,
prayer with children at bedtime, time together as a couple – whenever it is available. Family time
usually will not just happen, but must be intentionally made. In fact, God commanded we make
that time.
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Read Deuteronomy 6:6-9.
When can you teach His commands to your children?
Answers will vary.

Jesus set an example of finding stillness with friends and family during His life here on earth.
Read Matthew 9:9-10.
Read Matthew 26:6-7.
Read Luke 22:14-15.
With whom did Jesus “recline at table” in these passages?
Jesus was with a tax collector, a leper and a woman, and His disciples – those closest
to Him.

Jesus made time to sit down and connect with people, many of whom would have been ignored,
much less shared a dinner table, by most people of His time – people, nevertheless, who really
needed to connect with others. Taking the time to connect with family and friends is a way of
being still before the Lord. Leaving the hustle and bustle of the world long enough to “recline at
table” allows the Lord to work through you and those around you to further His work.
Personal quiet time will not just happen either, but, as we read earlier, Jesus made quiet time
with His Father a priority. Finding those moments in the car, before the children get up, or after
they go to bed will be well worth the effort as your relationship grows with Christ.
As the children become teenagers and then move into the college years, parents may find that
quiet time alone comes more frequently, but they have forgotten how to use it. Using this time to
reconnect to one another and to the Lord can be a great benefit to their marriage and family.
Read Genesis 2:18, 21-24.
As God created the Earth and all that is in it, one phrase was repeated over and over, And God
saw that it was good (Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31).
However, when God saw that man had no helper, what was His comment?
It is not good for man to be alone.

God did not create mankind to be alone. We are meant to share our lives with someone.
If you are married, taking care of that relationship is important. This can sound like a daunting
task to some who are in the midst of child-rearing and the busyness that entails. Date nights are
great, but building relationships can happen in snippets of time stolen here and there, too. During
those seasons when you’re “passing in the night,” a note, perhaps jotted on a Post-it® Note and
strategically placed for your spouse to find, can bring a smile and build relationships.
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Brainstorm other ways couples can connect, and find the “stillness” that comes from a strong
marriage, during this season of life.
Answers will vary.

Empty-nesters suddenly have stillness thrust upon them. Some tend to resist the stillness. They
are often not comfortable sitting in silence. If they find themselves in silence, they turn on the
radio or the television, or sit down at the computer. It may be difficult for them to be at peace
with life without children at home. They may respond by finding things to keep themselves busy.
It is good to find new activities so as not to grow stagnant and feel insignificant without the dayto-day responsibilities of parenthood. It is also good to embrace the stillness, for God’s Word
says “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10), and He is known through His Word of
grace and forgiveness because of Jesus Christ. Thus, stillness can be a blessing for Christians.
Read John 14:27.
What does Jesus promise us if we stay close to him?

Peace

To find out how we can find that peace, read Psalm 46:10.
What is the result when we draw close to God in stillness?
We find peace and God is exalted.

In the NIV version of Jeremiah 31:3, God tells us “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I
have drawn you with loving-kindness.” He draws us close to Him through His Word.
The empty-nest season is a great opportunity for drawing close to God, while still having the
energy and ability to actively serve Him.
Read Proverbs 17:6.
Grandmas and grandpas are blessed with an awesome opportunity to touch young lives for
Christ. Sharing an attitude of “stillness” with children and grandchildren will provide great
opportunities to witness for the Lord. The wisdom of age is priceless, providing a perspective
completely different from that of young parents.
Read Titus 2:1-5.
Today’s world is not very accepting of some of the ideas in this passage. How would you
approach relating these thoughts to today’s young mothers? (Consider Ephesians 5:21-33.)
Answers will vary.
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Though getting older has its challenges, God does not forsake us in our later years. Stillness is
more readily available in these years, and through it God sustains us through the power of His
Word. We can and should continue to serve Him in whatever capacity we are able. We can serve
physically, and when we can no longer do that, we can still tell others about Him and His love
for us as long as we have breath.
Read Psalm 71:17-18.
Read Psalm 73:26.
What opportunities might be uniquely available to the elderly to serve the Lord through the
stillness He provides?
Answers will vary.

Each season of life offers its own challenges for finding stillness with the Lord. As we strive to
grow closer to Him through each season, may we seek out, and recognize, the opportunities for
stillness He provides.
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for the seasons of life. You have set everything in
motion so that each of life’s seasons provides us with different opportunities for serving You.
Help us to find the stillness in each season and use it to grow closer to You, as well as bring
others to a relationship with You, for in You is a stillness that we can find nowhere else. We pray
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Stillness in the Seasons of Life – Leader’s Guide
Written by Kris Osler, Andover, Kansas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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New Beginnings
Devotion
On a crisp, fall day in September 1991, we got a phone call stating that we had a new
granddaughter, born the night before. Our daughter was so very excited, and when we inquired if
she had decided on a name yet, she answered, “Yes, Kiah.” Never having heard that name
before, I asked, “What? Where did you get that name?” She said, “From a book of baby names.
It means ‘a season of new beginnings,’” and quickly added, “Just wait until you see her. She
looks just like a Kiah!” That name has suited her well for twenty-two years now. And she is a
blessing to all who meet her.
Our daughter was in a rehab center at the time, having relapsed as well as being pregnant. We
had just been to see her in the northern part of our state to celebrate her birthday, which was the
previous day. The counselor told us we would probably get a phone call on our way home
causing us to turn around and come back as she was due the next day. We did get home that
night, but, sure enough, we received the phone call the next morning. “New Beginnings” was the
name of the part of the program she was in, thus her new daughter’s name!
Is it not amazing how God can take what seemed, in our human eyes, a negative at first, and turn
it into a blessing of joy and beauty? And why are we so surprised at that? We are His children
and should know to trust our Abba, Father. But we don’t always “see” with clear eyes. Let us
look at Lamentations 3:19-26, particularly focusing on verses 22 and 23.
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness (NIV).
Oh, how very true! It has nothing to do with any one of us. It is because of the Lord’s great love
for us – a love we can never understand, never even fathom. We have no such love to compare
with His. And we are not consumed, His Word says. He loves us so much that He has an
unconditional love for us! His compassion for us is tender and loving, so much so that it is new
every morning – not just if He feels like it that day, but every day!
The ESV says they [His mercies] are new every morning. And that is followed by something we
should never forget, great is your faithfulness!
And so, when we have doubts, questions, or are down-hearted, let us remember to Trust in the
Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding (Proverbs 3:5). Because
Your Word is truth, oh God; because You have compassion and faithfulness; and because of
Your love for each of us, You hear and answer our prayers, dear Lord! To this end, may we keep
a strong faith and remain close to You so that we may one day be taken from this vale of tears to
a new beginning in the heavenly mansions You have prepared for us.

New Beginnings
Written by Pam Spilker, Edinburg, Illinois
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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We Begin Anew
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
In the Lutheran Service Book we have a Christmas hymn, “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”
(390). This hymn’s fourth verse is:
Christ, our Lord and Savior dear,
Be Thou ever near us.
Grant us now a glad new year.
Amen, Jesus, hear us.
What fitting news for us to hear! Jesus is the Savior and He is ever near us. This makes for a glad
New Year. Yes, He hears us and He offers us His help.
To better appreciate why this is a glad New Year, please take your Bible and open it to Luke 17:
11-19. Read these verses a couple of times.
This is a text often associated with Thanksgiving. It certainly is appropriate since appreciation
for the gifts of life are a prominent theme. However, I believe it is just as appropriate for our use
as we move into this New Year.
Jesus is traveling to Jerusalem. Somewhere along the way (the text says between Samaria and
Galilee) He comes across a group of lepers. By Old Testament law (Leviticus 13-14) they were
to be separated from the community near them. Their skin diseases had condemned them to be
separated so the disease would not spread to the healthy.
How do you think these men felt about their lives?
How might their condition and the way they were forced to live cause them to believe they
had been given a death sentence?
What hope did they have?
There were those who might someday be healed, but for most there was little hope that anything
would ever change to allow them to enjoy life as they once had. The disease had taken
everything away and now, with others like themselves, they waited to die.
As you think about the New Year, think about what your life has been like.
What has caused you to be separated from what you want?
What is it that makes you unclean?
As you reflect on these lepers, how are you like them?
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We know there are many things wrong in our lives. Some are physical, but most are spiritual. We
so often act contrary to what God wants. Our sinful lives show the ugly sickness and disease of
sin. As marked as these men may have been by their skin diseases, so we are marked by our
sinful natures that cause us to be unfit, not only to God, but to each other.
Reread verse 13. These men cry out together to Jesus. They call Him Master. They want Him to
notice them and their condition. From a distance they know who He is and know He can heal.
They have heard about Him and they want miraculous help. Their cry is for Jesus to bring them
mercy.
Alone, and as good as dead, they cry for help. They want new life. They know they can’t do this
themselves. They need Jesus.
What holds us back and why?
Will our life situations get any better by our efforts and actions?
Jesus sees these leprous men and He hears their cries. Verse 14 says Jesus simply commands
them to go and show themselves to the priests. The only way to be declared healed was for the
priest to look and determine if the disease was gone.
The trouble for these men is they are told to go. There is no sign of healing, just Jesus’ command
to go.
What should they do?
The lepers leave. They go, as Jesus told them to do. They must have trusted that Jesus knew
something that was not at first apparent. They depart and, as they go, they are healed. The
Miracle Worker has worked a miracle. There should be no surprise for us. After all, it is Jesus.
He has already done so many miracles. These lepers may have paused, and even had some
debate, but they went as commanded.
On the way the lepers are cleansed. Praise God! They are healed. They continue on. However,
one leper, a Samaritan, stops, recognizes what has really been done, and returns to our Lord. To
the Jews, this man was already an outsider without being a leper. As a Samaritan the Jews
considered him, and others like him, to be unfit and unfaithful.
This does not matter. This Samaritan loudly praises Jesus and falls at Jesus’ feet to worship Him.
He has been healed outside, his skin, and inside, his soul. Jesus has made him whole. His
diseased body and life are well.
How are you healed?
How do you react to the miracle of Jesus making you well?
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The Word tells us of all His miraculous gifts. He has touched you in so many ways and sent you
to go back into life well.
What is your response to all Jesus does?
Where are the nine? Jesus knows, but He asks the question for the disciples’ and for our sakes.
Nine went on and had their agenda in mind. They asked to be healed and it was granted. First, it
is to the priests and then back into society and life the way they had it and wanted it again. The
death sentence is removed and they rejoice in their good fortune.
The one, a Samaritan, rejoiced in the Giver of the gift. He was no less happy than the nine. He
also desired to go back home. He knew that His Lord, Jesus, made it happen and without thanks
his life would never be right.
As you live in this New Year, how are you approaching it?
What is it that Jesus has done to make you well and to change your future as He changed
that of the lepers?
You live because Jesus lived for you. His miracle of healing came from the cross and the empty
tomb. “Go and show yourselves …” (Luke 17:14). These are Jesus' words to the lepers. Through
His interaction with these men, our Savior reinforces a message to us, we are healed in Him. Our
sins are forgiven and we are now whole. As you realize you are well, be found at Jesus’ feet
offering praise and thanksgiving.
Your year will be much better and much more productive and more meaningful if and when you
thank Jesus and hear Him say to you, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you
well”(Luke 17:19).
Prayer: Dearest Jesus, thank You for bringing us Your healing in this New Year. As thankful
children, healed by Your death and resurrection, grant us newness of life to walk in Your
glorious ways. Empower us in thankful living. Our faith makes us well. In Christ’s holy name we
pray. Amen.

We Begin Anew
Written by Rev. Gary Rahe, Holyoke, Colorado
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Powered for Confidence
Devotion
It was really, really dark. The thunderstorm not only knocked out our power, but even the street
lights were dark. Confident that our flashlights would work because of their new batteries, we
were able to see and not stumble. More light shone on our kitchen table from a portable, batterypowered lantern; recently-charged cell phones were available in case of an emergency; we could
even listen to weather alerts and music from our battery-operated radio. No need to panic. We
were confident because we were prepared.
Each of these devices was powered by a specific kind and size of battery. Attempting to start the
car with the radio’s 9-volt battery would have been futile; likewise, the flashlight and cell phone
each had the appropriate battery for that specific device.
This brings to mind several thoughts on how we, as children of God, become confident as we
receive power from Him to use our gifts in His service. Acts 1:8 states, “But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you …”
1. Confidence comes from preparedness. We use our God-given intellect to prepare for a power
outage; we confidently rely on the Holy Spirit’s gifts to see us through other situations as He
directs us to nurture a close relationship with Jesus. Developing our prayer life, studying His
Word, and attending church can be compared to having the right batteries for each of our
devices. Of course, we need to purchase batteries, but God’s gifts are given at no cost to us!
2. Batteries, and talents, are designed for specific purposes. We can view our God-given talents
as “batteries” of a specific size and power. Each of us has been gifted with the ability to do
certain tasks in His kingdom. One of us can sing; another has the gift of hospitality. Some have
administrative gifts or the ability to teach. Just as digital watches are not powered with size D
batteries, we each are to use our talents in appropriate ways. Asking a math-challenged person to
manage our investment accounts just won’t work! God gives us confidence as we use our talents
for the purpose for which He designed us: I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord …
(Jeremiah 29:11).
3. Batteries, and talents, can be recharged. Using rechargeable batteries is good for the
environment and good for our wallets. But eventually, even rechargeables wear out and must be
discarded. But … not so with our God-given gifts! God is a never-ending source of power in our
lives. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we will one day join Him in heaven. And His
power continues, enabling us to leave a legacy for others who will follow in our path.
With God as our source of power, we can do great works through Him in His kingdom. Each of
us, with our “batteries” supplied and charged by His Spirit’s power, are … able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20 NIV).
Activity: Discuss what kind of battery you are; what are the special gifts and talents God has
given to you? How is He leading you to use them in His service? Give some examples of how
He has given you confidence to do a specific task.
Powered for Confidence
Written by Carolyn Blum, Hartford, Wisconsin
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Jesus Is My Confidence!
Bible Study
[Please provide: musical accompaniment; Bibles and copies of the first three pages of the Bible
study for attendees. The last three pages are a Leader’s Guide.]
Confidence! It’s great stuff! It makes us feel good. We all want it in every aspect of our lives.
But the truth is we often do not feel confident. Sometimes we do okay, but if we are honest with
ourselves, many times we are pretending and yearning for confidence that we just do not feel.
Where to go? Where to look? What to do? Who will help? How can we get this precious
confidence that we so much desire? We look to Jesus who became our Brother taking on our
flesh, blood, and bone as a tiny Child so He could take our guilt and sin to the cross and bury it
in the grave forever. This confidence is referenced in the Christmas hymn, “Break Forth, O
Beauteous Heavenly Light.” Although it may not be Christmas, it is still appropriate as we are
often like the shepherds shrinking with fright in the various aspects and challenges of our lives.
Break forth, O beauteous heav’nly light,
And usher in the morning.
Ye shepherds, shrink not with affright,
The day of grace is dawning.
This Child, though weak in infancy,
Our confidence and joy shall be,
The pow’r of Satan breaking,
Our peace with God now making. LSB 378
1. What does the world offer to bolster confidence?

2. What is the ultimate destroyer of confidence?

3. What is the answer?

Hebrews 10:19-25 presents a summary of the Christian’s life of confidence. This confidence
begins with the forgiveness of sins in the blood of Christ. It is given to us in our Baptism.
Nourished through Word and Sacrament in the Divine Service, it then flows out in love to others
until our Savior comes to take us home.
19

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of
Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that He opened for us through the curtain, that is, through
His flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and
our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to
love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near (Hebrews 10:19-25).
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4. In verse 19, from where does our confidence come? What is the source of the Christian’s
confidence?

5. See 1 John 1:7b. What does the blood of Christ do for us?

6. What are the “holy places” that now we can enter?

7. What is the “curtain” in verse 20? See Matthew 27:50-51.

8. According to verse 21, who is the great high priest? See Hebrews 4:14-16.

9. What is meant by “house of God”?

10. In verse 22, what is meant by a “true heart”? See Psalm 51:1.

11. In one word, what is meant by “hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water”?

Read together from Luther’s Small Catechism.
What benefits does Baptism give?
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to
all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.
Which are these words and promises of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be
saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16).
12. According to verse 23, what is the “confession of our hope”?

13. “… for He who promised is faithful.” How does this give us confidence? See
Malachi 3:6a and 1 John 4:8b-9.

14. What is verse 24 encouraging?

15. What does it mean “to meet together” in verse 25? See Acts 2:42.
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16. Why is it important to connect verse 24, “love and good works,” with verse 25, “not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some”?

17. According to verse 25, what is “the Day drawing near”?

As Christians how can we confidently look forward not only to Christ’s Second Coming, but also
to each day with all of its changes and challenges? Our confidence begins with the forgiveness of
sins in the blood of Christ. It is given to us in our Baptism. Nourished through Word and
Sacrament in the Divine Service, it then flows out in love to others until our Savior comes to take
us home.
Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the
presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen (Jude 2425).
We sing of this confidence in the following Easter hymn.
Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won
Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!
Jesus lives! To Him the throne
Death no longer can appall me;
High above all things is given.
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!
I shall go where He is gone,
From the grave will Christ recall me.
Live and reign with Him in heaven.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
God is faithful; doubtings hence!
This shall be my confidence.
This shall be my confidence.
Jesus lives! For me He died,
Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide,
Praise to Him and glory giving.
All I need God will dispense;
This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! I know full well
Nothing me from Him shall sever.
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell
Part me now from Christ forever.
God will be my sure defense;
This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! And now is death
But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When I pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:
Jesus is my confidence!
LSB 490, TLH 201, LW 139

Jesus Is My Confidence!
Written by Deaconess Carolyn Brinkley, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Jesus Is My Confidence!
Bible Study – Leader’s Guide
1. What does the world offer to bolster confidence?
Exercise, whiter teeth, self help books, education, snazzy autos … These are not wrong in
themselves when seen as blessings from God for our earthly life. But they do not offer lasting
peace and confidence that goes to the very core of our being.

2. What is the ultimate destroyer of confidence?
Sin. In order to feel good about ourselves we need to do everything perfectly. But we can’t. Our
entire being is pervaded with sin and so is our world.

3. What is the answer?
Jesus! He is the perfect Son who took all of our sin to the cross and in exchange gives us His
perfection so our hearts can be joyful and confident no matter what life’s circumstances present.

4. In verse 19, from where does our confidence come? What is the source of the
Christian’s confidence?
Our confidence comes from the blood of Christ in His atoning sacrifice on Calvary’s cross.

5. See 1 John 1:7b. What does the blood of Christ do for us?
The blood of Christ cleans and purifies us from all of our sins: the sin that we have inherited
through the fall of Adam, and the sins that we have done against others, against ourselves, and
against God."

6. What are the “holy places” that now we can enter?
We now have confidence that we can enter the real presence of God in the Divine Service –
worship, prayer, thanksgiving, and the Lord’s Supper.

7. What is the “curtain” in verse 20? See Matthew 27:50-51.
Through the blood of Christ shed on Calvary’s cross, sins are forgiven and we are united with
God. The tearing of the temple curtain is the stunning reality that God and mankind are united in
the death of Christ. We have the confidence that payment for sin has been made and we are
now dear children of the Heavenly Father. Emmanuel – God with us!

8. According to verse 21, who is the great high priest? See Hebrews 4:14-16.
Christ is our great high priest. It is through our Savior that we can confidently come to the throne
of God to receive mercy and grace in every need, challenge, and difficulty in our lives.

9. What is meant by “house of God”?
That’s us – His church!

10. In verse 22, what is meant by a “true heart”? See Psalm 51:1.
A true heart is a repentant heart which believes not in its own good works but on the work of
Christ’s death as the perfect payment bestowing the forgiveness of sins. This is what gives
confidence!
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11. In one word, what is meant by “hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water”?
Baptism!

12. According to verse 23, what is the “confession of our hope”?
As we think of “hope” we begin by understanding that we are not talking about “hope” as the
world talks about “hope” - wishful thinking, sincere desires. We as Christians “hope” with
confidence because the promises of God are sure and certain. Hope is not just wishing, but it is
certainty that something expected will come to pass. Then, the hope is the sure and certain
knowledge, through faith, that we are forgiven, washed clean, reunited with God, and will
receive the gift of eternal life in heaven because of the saving work of Jesus Christ.
When we speak of confessing this hope - this is our witness, our speaking about that which we
know. It is grounded in faith, and that faith cannot help but live, move, speak, and act.
Holy Scripture teaches us and assures us that Jesus Christ, true God and true Man, is our Lord.
He has forgiven all our sins on Calvary's cross. We confess this truth in the three Ecumenical
Creeds, our hymns and liturgy, and the Lutheran Confessions contained in The Book of
Concord.

13. “… for He who promised is faithful.” How does this give us confidence? See
Malachi 3:6a and 1 John 4:8b-9.
God does not change and cannot change. He remains ever loving and faithful to His children.
Faith is not subjective. It is not a matter of our feelings. Our feelings waver, fall, and rise. Faith is
the objective certainty of God’s promises in His Word. Faith clings to Christ who is faithful to us.

14. What is verse 24 encouraging?
This passage encourages love and good works to our fellow man. Luther teaches that we are
Christ to our neighbor in all of our vocations – butcher, baker, farmer, teacher, nurse, wife,
mother, grandmother ...

15. What does it mean “to meet together” in verse 25? See Acts 2:42.
This is the assembling of the baptized in the Divine Service.

16. Why is it important to connect verse 24, “love and good works,” with verse 25, “not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some”?
In verse 25, the writer to the Hebrews observes that some Christians were actively involved in
love and good works (verse 24) and neglected attending the worship service. This connection
suggests that some Christians viewed the love and good works as the most important activity of
faith, forgetting the need to feed and strengthen their faith in meeting together in worship. As
Christians, we need both. We need to be fed and strengthened through Word and Sacrament,
and we need to exercise our faith through love and good works. So, verse 25 is our reminder
and encouragement to feed on Word and Sacrament regularly, so that we can continue to do
the "love and good works" spoken of in verse 24.

17. According to verse 25, what is “the Day drawing near”?
Judgment Day, the day on which Christ will return to judge the living and the dead.

Jesus Is My Confidence! – Leader’s Guide
Written by Deaconess Carolyn Brinkley, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Cast All Your Care
Sketch
[Please provide: five actor/actresses; five copies of the sketch for actor/actresses.]
Characters: Narrator, “God,” Bonnie, Hairstylist, Boss. “God” will be a voice off stage.
Props: Duffel bag (large enough to hold four coats, sweaters, or jackets); four
coats/sweaters/jackets with one of the following signs on the back or front of each: anxiety, sin,
value, financial worry (anxiety is the first one put on so it should be the smallest with financial
worry being the biggest since it is put on over the other three) (you may want coats that match
the sign, i.e. green coat – financial worry; black coat – sin); chair for hair salon and props for
this; chair and Bible for morning devotions; briefcase, table and papers for office; headband and
exercise equipment for gym; flowers and garden tool for yard.
Narrator: Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you … And the God of all grace, who
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore
you and make you strong, firm and steadfast (1 Peter 5:6-7, 10).
Bonnie: [Enters carrying duffel bag full of coats, falls to her knees and in despair cries out]
Help me God, I can’t do it! There is just too much for me to handle. Where are You when I need
You?!
God: I am here. What is causing you so much anxiety?
Bonnie: [Put on one coat from the duffel bag as each concern is shared, beginning with the
anxiety coat, adding another each time. Be sure to show the back or front of each coat so the sign
is clearly visible.] Oh, there’s so much! My parent’s health is failing. Our LWML expects me to
be an officer, as if I don’t already do enough at my church! My husband and I can’t agree on
taking a vacation, and we can’t find time to get away with our busy schedules.
God: Go on.
Bonnie: [Sin coat] I am just so tired. Everyone expects so much from me. I can’t fulfill
everyone’s needs. Then there is Your demand for holiness. I can’t live up to Your expectations. I
try, but I keep sinning. It is impossible for me to be the person You want me to be.
God: I see.
Bonnie: [Value coat] Then there’s my job. I have worked with this company for several years
with no promotion. Sometimes I feel they don’t even know I exist. I just can’t seem to do enough
to gain status.
God: Anything else?
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Bonnie: [Financial-worry coat] Yes, we just can’t seem to make ends meet. Jamie needs braces,
Josh is growing so fast it seems he’s in a new size every few months, not to mention how much
food he eats, and Jessica will be ready for college in two years. I just don’t know where the
money will come from.
God: I understand. You are suffering through some trying situations. As I have promised, I
will be with you to help and guide you.
Narrator: Bonnie feels encouraged, but is still carrying her anxieties as she goes to get her hair
done. [Hairstylist works on Bonnie’s hair.] As she sits in the chair, God speaks to her heart.
God: Bonnie, I see you are working at perfecting your external beauty. I will perfect your
inner beauty – your spirit. But I can only do this if you will spend time with Me each day
reading, and meditating on my Word and talking to Me in prayer.
Bonnie: I do desire inner beauty, God. I will get up early tomorrow so that we can spend time
together before I go to work.
[At this point Bonnie is wearing all four coats]
Narrator: As she said, Bonnie rises early the next day to spend time with God before her busy
day. She turns to Matthew 6:25-34.
Bonnie: [Sitting at a table, she reads aloud the Scripture passage, Matthew 6:25-34, and then
takes off her worry coat, revealing the value coat as she says]: Thank You, God, for Your
promise to provide.
Narrator: Bonnie leaves for work. Though she says she is stressed over the lack of recognition
she receives at work, she is really feeling an identity crisis. She is rarely confident of who she is
and where she fits. Bonnie’s boss comes to her desk to give her a promotion and confirm her
importance to the company.
Bonnie: Finally the company has recognized me as an important part of the team. I guess I am
somebody!
God: Yes, Bonnie, you are somebody. But you were recognized as important and valuable
long before this promotion. You were identified as My child and an heir of My kingdom at
your baptism. Your worth and value does not depend on who you are, but on Whose you
are. You are My child. As My prophet Isaiah said, I have called you by name; you are mine
(Isaiah 43:1b).
Bonnie: [Casting off value coat and saying] Thank You, God, for reminding me that my value
and identity come from You.
Narrator: Bonnie leaves work and heads for the gym to exercise.
[Bonnie is still wearing the sin coat]
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God: Just as you are committed to strengthening your body Bonnie, so am I committed to
doing everything it takes to bring you into My heavenly kingdom. In your own strength
you cannot defeat sin and the devil. You cannot please Me. But Jesus has paid the price for
your sins and the sins of the world. He has removed the stain of your sins. My Psalmist
recognized this when he wrote “…as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed
our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12). Be reminded of this forgiveness as you daily
confess your sins before Me.
Bonnie: [Taking off the sin coat] Thank You, God, for the price You paid so that I do not have to
carry the burden of my sins.
Narrator: Bonnie heads home where she is planting flowers in her garden.
[Bonnie is still wearing the anxiety coat]
God: Bonnie, you can be like those flowers you are planting.
Bonnie: What do you mean God?
God: As the roots of the plant go down deep into the soil for nourishment so that it will
grow and become established, so you will grow and become established in Me as you sink
your roots into the soil of My Word. Continue to meet with Me every day, to attend
worship and Bible study regularly and receive My forgiveness and strength through Holy
Communion. There will be hard times as the storms of life are inevitable, but you will be …
like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not
wither … (Psalm 1:3).
Bonnie: I think I finally understand. As I remain in You, I am able to cast all my anxiety on You
because I am confident in Your love for me. [Bonnie casts off her anxiety coat] Thank You, God,
for Your patience in teaching me and for the encouragement You so lovingly give.
Narrator: Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you .... And the God of all grace,
who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast (1 Peter 5:6-7, 10).
Scripture references are from the NIV.

Cast All Your Care
Written by Karen Wrege
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Revised by Christian Resources Editors, 2015
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Kindliness is Next to Godliness
Devotion
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave
you (Ephesians 4:32 NIV).
Kindliness in Human Character
Something in the nature of human kindness provokes and awakens gentle gladness of the soul.
Human life depends upon “normal” considerations of tenderness, sympathy, helpfulness,
usefulness, and charitable benevolence to structure itself peacefully around marriage and family,
neighbors, church life, organizations, and government. Everyday thoughtful kindheartedness is
recognized in the heart of humanity; it often fuels and nurtures a useful response.
Do you remember the fun of the Random-Acts-Of-Kindness craze? Even now the movement
exists to provide happy memories along a path toward better outcomes in the huge variety of
human relationships. By virtue of a series of individually-selected deeds – extended with
vigorous spontaneity, often enough, without plan or pattern, and by any willing person – we
could bond to the good within the worldwide social structure. Something uncomplicated and
needing only our smallest effort – such as a well-placed smile, for example – is a kindness that
has no language or ability prerequisites. It is a blessing to be acknowledged, greeted, and
accepted.
Kindness in Christian Character
Since kindness is found so inconsistently in all of human nature, what is its source? Where does
kindness come from? Believers learn that kindness is the holy prerogative of the eternal Creator
God. All through Scripture, He makes this known to us. It is not separate from His love,
perfection, goodness, generosity, mercy, pity, sympathy, grace, favor, thoughtfulness, gentleness,
sweet reasonableness, tenderness, caring, self-control, faithfulness, protection, and deliverance.
Truly these compassions all seem to be infused with and overshadowed by God’s essential,
divine kindness, making complete the believer’s unity in motivation and purpose, with Christ
Jesus as our Head.
Unlike erratic human acts of kindness, holy kindness does not ride upon the impulse of diverse
individual motivation. Christian kindness comes as a gift from the singular and Most High God.
We are those who bear His Image and are expected to be kind as an outworking of our
relationship with Him “ … let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds
and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16 NIV). It is true faith, which we offer to God as
our reasonable service. He is present to moderate our right choices so that we perform them
rightly. Christian kindnesses are done by the Word of God and the God of the Word so that our
works will be accepted and praised by Him. This alone has the potential to cause us to offer a
smile – both within and without! Praise God!
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 NIV).
Kindliness is Next to Godliness
Written by Elaine Perry, California City, California
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Actions Speak Louder
Than Words – Sometimes
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
This is a study on some of our attitudes, actions, words, and reactions examining some verses
from the book of James. We will particularly focus on our listening skills, our chosen words, and
our envious and selfish attitude. Think about Job; he didn’t blame God. At times he felt a little
worry for himself, but he never stopped trusting God. What does God say in the Bible and what
does He expect us to do and say?
Think about this question: do you need an attitude adjustment? If you answered no, you’re
probably not being honest with yourself. I don’t think any one of us doesn’t need an attitude
adjustment in one area or another.
What is your favorite attitude expression? Do you raise your eyebrow, sigh, fold your arms, put
hands on hips, purse your lips, or glare? Or what about your posture – do you slouch when down
or stand very erect when you think you are right? Do you slink away or stomp? These are just a
few outward “adornments” that give away our inner attitudes. Now let’s take a Biblical look at
three attitudes.

Listening or Not:
When someone is speaking to you, whether it is family, friend, or acquaintance, what are you
doing? Are you also texting? Checking Facebook? Are you half-listening, but thinking about
what you will say next or the rest of your schedule for the day? Do you constantly interrupt?
Sometimes we don’t mean to, but we can come across as uncaring, insensitive, or even appear
“holier than thou” by the attitude we project when we’re supposed to be listening.
Do you know any people who fit those descriptions? Might one be yourself? That’s the hard part,
admitting to ourselves our own shortcomings. Our friends love us and usually put up with our
little quirks, but how do we come across to people we first meet?
Read James 1:19-20. This also applies to sermons and Bible studies.

(Find a partner with which to work.) Read James 1:22-25.
• Are you blessed by being a good listener? Be honest – do you think you fall into any of the
above categories?
• How can you (and that means all of us) change to be a better listener?
(End working with your partner.)
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Our Tongue:
Such a small part of our anatomy, but it can do so much! Unfortunately, it’s not all good. A
quick tongue and an ugly attitude can take their toll.
Our tongue speaks what our physical demeanor sometimes displays. Think about it. How often
are either the quick tongue or the attitude stance really necessary, especially if it causes someone
else hurt?
We have all done it countless times to family, friends, and even strangers – speak harshly
without thinking. What kind of impression of Christians does that give unbelievers? I shudder to
think. Most would probably say, “If that’s what it is like to be a Christian, I don’t want to be
one.”
Read James 1:26-27.
• What do you think the last phrase of verse 27 means?
• What does it mean to you personally to keep one’s self from being polluted by the world?
Read James 3:1. Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you
know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. Then the beginning of verse 2 says, We all
stumble in many ways. Are you a teacher either by profession or in Sunday school? Think about
it. We are examples to many, whether it be good or bad.
James really makes us look at our attitudes and actions. Maybe he had some of the same
problems we have.
Read James 3:3-12. Verses 3 and 4 compare how small pieces of equipment control the direction
of a horse or boat. The same is true for the steering of a car or an airplane.
• How does our tongue control our direction?
Verse 10 says, Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing … this should not be.
• What might help us control our tongue?
Envy, Selfish Ambition, and Humility:
These three are definitely not equal. We need to get rid of the first two to find the third.
Read James 3:13-18. Are all of our deeds done in humility? It would be nice if we could say yes,
but we often have selfish motives. If we do act out of humility, that is true wisdom, a godly
attitude, and definitely not a selfish attitude.
Verses 14 and 15 really cut deep. We act nice, look nice, and even smell nice on the outside, but
what is on the inside? What does God see? Do you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in
your heart? Do not boast about it or deny the truth. Give it to God to trash.
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(Find your partner again.)
• When asked to serve where there is a lot of visible exposure, do you say yes out of selfishness
or to give glory to God?
• When you are quick to say no, why is it? Are you afraid to trust God? When He wants us to
do something, He always equips and enables us.
• How about when you are asked to be “behind the scenes”? What is your reaction? Do you
grumble to yourself and/or others? Do you envy those in the limelight?
• What should your reaction be?
• When asked to serve in any capacity, what should be the first thing you do?
Don’t be too quick to answer. Tell the person asking that you need time to find out if that is what
God wants you to do. Many times the jobs we want least are the jobs where God put us to grow.
Read verses 17 and 18 out loud. The wisdom spoken of here will change our attitude.
Remember, it comes from God, but we must first be willing to submit.
(End working with your partner.)

Closing:
Are you aware of Christ’s presence in your life? When you are, you can draw from His reserve
to become truly a gentlewoman of God. Jesus, our Lord and Savior, will be at work in you. Go in
peace, serve the Lord!
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we are all guilty of displaying wrong attitudes. After being made more
aware of some of them, help us to call on You for the assistance we need to be reflections of
Christ’s love. Thank you for being so patient with us. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
Scripture references are from the NIV.

Actions Speak Louder Than Words – Sometimes
Written by Sandra Harjala
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Revised by Christian Resources Editors, 2015
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Compassion in Our Daily Life
Devotion

The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion (Psalm 116:5).
The little boy cries in distress but no one seems to notice. Just a few moments later another little
boy approaches, puts his arm around him and says, “Don’t cry. I am here.” What a simple
statement but yet so reassuring and comforting! This is how the Lord reaches out to each of us
reassuring us. “… but with everlasting kindness I will have compassion on you,” says the Lord
your Redeemer (Isaiah 54:8).
Not only does the Lord promise to be ever compassionate and forgiving, but He reminds us to do
the same for each other. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as
in Christ God forgave you (Ephesians 4:32).
Sometimes we think of compassion as doing the big things such as sending food for the starving
citizens of another country. While our Lord Jesus did miraculous things out of compassion, as
Matthew 14:14 says, When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and
healed their sick, He also commands us to show daily compassion to one another. “This is what
the Lord Almighty says: ‘… show mercy and compassion to one another’” (Zechariah 7:9).
How do we show compassion daily? Think of the times each day when we see someone
frowning, crying, or angry. Would a simple statement help them to see that someone cares,
someone notices? There are times when a person is indeed “lonely in a crowd,” feeling alone and
forgotten. That is the time when compassion is needed the most. Pray that we become more
observant in our daily lives and notice those who are in need of our loving presence. Help us to
say the simple loving words that are needed at that time to show our compassion and love.
Daily life can be stressful for each of us. Let us show the same love for each other that our Lord
has shown to us so we meet each day with renewed hope and determination. In Lamentations
3:22 we read, Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never
fail. Let our compassion for one another never fail just as the promise of our Lord for us.
Prayer: Lord help us daily to become more observant so that we learn to reach out to others at
the time that it is needed the most. Guide us as we say words that show Your compassion for
each person we reach or touch. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
Scripture references are from the NIV.

Compassion in Our Daily Life
Written by Dr. MaryAnn Waldon, League City, Texas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Then Act – Compassionately
Bible Study
[Please provide: musical accompaniment; Bibles, hymnals, and copies of the Bible study for
attendees.]
Let us begin with prayer. Dear Lord God, our Heavenly Father, we come before You and
humbly ask for Your blessing on this study of Your Word. Help us to learn to share Your gifts of
love, forgiveness, and mercy. Teach us how to be patient, as You are patient; compassionate, as
You are compassionate; and caring, as You care for us. Bless our relationships that we may serve
You wherever there are special needs that You place before us. Open our mouths to share our
faith when You see the time is right. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, into the
world to save us from our sins and win for us eternal life. In Christ’s holy name we pray. Amen.
What comes to mind when you hear the word compassion?

Webster’s New World Dictionary defines compassion as deep sympathy, consideration,
clemency, kindness, pity. The Greek word, splagchnizomai, literally means “his gut moved.”
Read the following verses. Note each of the circumstances and how Jesus responded.
Luke 7:13
Matthew 9:36
Matthew 15:32
Matthew 14:14

Name a time when you personally have felt a “gut reaction” like Jesus did and what your
response was.

Did you respond with Christian character? Of all the identifying marks of a Christian, Jesus said
love would be the identifying characteristic. Read John 13:35, and note His words.

What are some ways you are able to show love and compassion in the following cases:
•

A friend’s spouse has died.

•

Your neighbor has lost her job.
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•

A family member is considering an abortion.

Because of the great compassion God lavished upon us, we share it with the world – both in
words and in sacrificial service.
How did Jesus demonstrate love to His disciples? Read John 13:3-5.

Did all of the disciples respond in a positive manner? Read John 13:6-11.

Read James 2:14-18. Can you think of a time when you attempted an act of compassion, but
were rejected? Did you keep trying?

How often have you said “Let me know if you need anything,” instead of setting a date and time
right then when you will perform a compassionate act? Most people are reluctant to ask for help,
so it is important to take the initiative and seize an opportunity. It may be by bringing a
casserole, lending an ear or a shoulder, or offering a friendly LWML hug.
List some ways you can help feed the hungry in your area, or in the world:

How would you be able to make a difference in a lonely person’s life?

What could you do when someone you know is not married, pregnant, and afraid?

How might you help a veteran who is struggling?

Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-5. What can we offer that God Himself offers us?

Read Matthew 10:42. What is the small act of love described in this verse?
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Read Colossians 3:12-14. What does God call on us to do in these passages?

Being compassionate to others brings special happiness and joy. When someone is hurt or sad or
lonely, Christians take the time to help and show kindness, even when the person does not
deserve it. It is never right to ignore someone who is in need when you can help.
Read Proverbs 3:27. Who are “those to whom it is due”?

Read Ephesians 4:32. What Christ-like act is most important in this passage?

The following poem by William Arthur Ward helps illustrate Christian character:
I Will Do More
I will do more than belong, I will participate.
I will do more than care, I will help.
I will do more than believe, I will practice.
I will do more than forgive, I will forget.
I will do more than teach, I will inspire.
I will do more than dream, I will work.
I will do more than give, I will serve.
I will do more than earn, I will enrich.
I will do more than live, I will grow.
I will do more than be fair, I will be kind.
I will do more than be a citizen, I will be a patriot.
I will do more than be friendly, I will be a friend.
(www.achievebalance.com/data/articles/promise.htm)
Pray about this, and then act, compassionately.
Close by singing “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living” LSB 706, LW 376.

Then Act – Compassionately
Written by Jan Bloss, Berthoud, Colorado
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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New Growth – Again
Devotion
“April showers bring May flowers” – so the old saying goes. Flowers, not to mention many other
plants, are all around us! It’s spring!! A time of new growth in the world around us. A time for
new life! A time for old life beginning anew.
In agriculture, each fall after the harvest, farmers already look forward to spring. Winter’s
harshness is a must-get-through, not unlike the pains of labor and delivery preceding the birth.
Sweet spring provides a new start for the sower of seeds. The growing season, as it is called, is
the time of new opportunity for farmers, who admit to being eternal optimists. The newly plowed
field is like a clean slate, presenting a multitude of possibilities. No matter what the harvest
results – whether a bin-busting bumper crop (Yea!), a so-so average ingathering, or a
discouraging crop failure resulting from any number of factors (Ugh!) – farmers look forward to
spring each and every year. “Maybe I finally have it figured out.” Or “next year will be better.”
Whatever his thoughts, the farmer wants another chance to pit his skill and expertise against
nature.
Faith is just that way, isn’t it? No matter the quality of our labors as God’s work force of
believers, through forgiveness we have a newly plowed field to start anew. Our past failures and
disappointments are history and we can again plant the seeds of our Christian witness. We can be
encouraged by the harvest of our witness – be it a new worshipper at our church who responded
to our invitation, a child who spontaneously professes “that’s Baby Jesus” in our Sunday School
class, or our teen who makes the right choice about church attendance. We, of course, have only
planted and perhaps done a little watering of the seed, but it is God who created the seed in the
first place, and it is He who makes it grow. His real water of Baptism assures us of a crop that is
bountiful both now and for all eternity.
God’s forgiveness brings renewal. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me (Psalm 51:10). In fact, in Christ, Paul calls us … a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17). Our new life in Christ makes us true
eternal optimists, as we toil on earth with heaven as our goal.
Just as seeds need good soil to grow and a healthy root system to produce a good yield, so we
need to be connected to God’s Word to bear the fruit of faith. Paul’s encouragement to the early
Christians is valid for us: Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, so walk in him,
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith … (Colossians 2:6).
By His grace and love, new growth happens again and again in life and in our faith. His
forgiveness brings another chance for our love to ever bloom and grow in Christ.
Prayer: Forgiving and renewing Lord, in Baptism You planted the seed of faith. Through the
Holy Spirit’s power, it is nourished in Word and Sacrament and so grows. In forgiveness, we are
recreated and renewed and begin again as Your children and witnesses of Your love. May we
continue to grow and produce fruit for You until You gather us in. In Christ. Amen.
New Growth – Again
Written by Nancy Kohrs, Lake City, Minnesota
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Self, Self, Self
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Today’s technology culture has forced me (kicking and screaming) into the realm of
smartphones! However, one of the benefits of possessing my new phone is the multi-featuredmega-pixel (handy-dandy in my vocabulary) camera that can instantly capture the important
events of life and transport these photos to my Facebook page. One problem – I have not yet
learned to record these special moments in a manner that is sharp and distinct! Yes, it is called
FOCUS; that is what keeps the lines of the objects in the photo from blurring; focus keeps the
eyes of the beholder pinpointed and concentrated on the highlighted and clear image of the
photo.
But what if my focus turns from capturing the clarity of the picture to my adept and skillful
ability to push the correct button on the phone? More than likely, the resulting photo will be a
vague image of the ground, my shoes, my hand, or the sky! Where should the focus be – on me
or the photo? Our study will address the harmful focus we place on “self.” This is the emphasis
we are told to put on ourselves by the world versus what the Holy Word of God tells us our
focus should be in order to please God in our relationship with Him. We will discuss why it is
difficult to take the focus off ourselves; that we are uniquely created by God for Godly purposes,
not self-purposes; how we should truly be grateful to God for His mercy, love, forgiveness,
grace, and sacrifice; and the ways the Word tells us to show this gratitude in self-less ways.
Opening prayer: Heavenly Father, we ask that You would open our eyes, our ears, and our
hearts to let Your Word fill us with Your wisdom. Lord, let Your Holy Spirit teach us to be
passionate in our desire to want to know You through Your Word and through Your one and
only Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Focus on Self
Today’s worldly culture tells us the solution to all of our physical and emotional problems is the
well-being of, and continuous concentration on, self. The original sin recorded in Genesis was
the focus of Eve on herself – to be as all-knowing as God. But the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:4-5). Satan was urging, to the perfect
humans God had created, the outright rejection of God’s Word in order to be in a right
relationship with Him. Instead of loving and worshiping God, Adam and Eve were now doubting
His integrity and holiness. By eating the forbidden fruit, they would now take the focus off the
Creator and put the focus on self-importance.
Take a minute to write in the space below several of the “self” words or phrases that come to
mind, for example, self-pity or put-yourself-first.

Now, take turns and read your answers aloud. How many of you wrote self-esteem or selfish?
There are many examples of the focus on self, aren’t there? Truly, the focus on self begins early
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in our lives. For example, recall the behavior of toddlers and children. Left untaught and
unguided about sharing with others and denying selfish tendencies, children have the attitude that
everything within their reach is “mine, mine, mine!” It is all on my terms – my toys, my food,
my blanket. Self-focus only grows from our early age. The First Commandment is “You shall
have no other gods.” Self-focus puts us in a battle with that commandment, doesn’t it?
Can We Reverse the Focus on Self?
What might be the reasons we find it so difficult to take the focus off self? Take a moment to
write down a couple of reasons why you think it is so difficult to take the focus off our-SELVES.
Then discuss with your group.

What does God’s Word tell us about focus on self? Find the following Bible verses, read, and
write down the warnings in the following Scripture. Then discuss with your group.
2 Timothy 3:1-4

Mark 8:36
God warns us to recognize the signs of self-focus: unloving of others, malicious gossip,
conceited, lover of pleasure rather than lover of God, and then He tells us there is no profit to
gain the whole world and forfeit our souls. His inspired and infallible Word also guides us in
living a life for Christ rather than for self. But where do we start? How do we re-focus our
minds, hearts, and souls to make God the center of our attention? Perhaps if we first understand
why God created us, with His help we can see His foundation (Ephesians 2:19-21) building in
our lives. Find the following Bible verses, read, and write down the reasons God created us.
Then discuss with your group.
Genesis 1:26-27

Psalm 50:23

Psalm 95:6-7a

Isaiah 42:10
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John 3:16

How Can We Focus on God?
Along with recognizing why our Triune God created us (e.g., to receive His blessings; to be in a
right relationship with Him; to offer thanks that He first loved us; to worship and bow down to
His holiness; and to sing songs of praise to Him), we are exhorted to love the Lord with our
entire being and to be thankful for His faithfulness and blessings. When we focus on ourselves, it
is difficult to focus on our merciful God, isn’t it?
One major reason to turn our attention to God is gratitude or thanksgiving. Gratitude, it’s an
overused and under-appreciated word in many ways. But let’s do a reality check! How grateful
would I be to the person, who saw me fall overboard from a boat into the cold and dark ocean,
threw me a life-saving float, pulled me back onto the boat, gave me a warm blanket, and then got
me back to the safe shore – in other words, saved my life? Very grateful? Extremely grateful?
Yes, I think the person who did this for me would be shown a great deal of my gratitude. In fact,
I would probably express to everyone I knew how precious was the person who saved me from
that watery grave! How much more gratitude then should I have for the One who saved my soul
so I can spend a blessed eternity with Him? Here are some key points for learning to place our
focus on God:
•
•
•

Have a heartfelt gratitude and humility to God for creating us;
Have a heartfelt gratitude that God loves us beyond measure; and
Have a heartfelt gratitude to God for sending His one and only Son Jesus Christ to die
on a cross for the forgiveness of our sins which put Him there.

Would you agree that the response of a repentant, forgiven, loved, and thankful person is the
humble focus on and worship of God? In the Word, we thankfully find that God’s love is a
commitment (a covenant); it is not an emotion that changes with the wind. His love for us is for
time everlasting, and it does not depend on our actions!
Find the following Bible verses, read, and write down what God says about forgiveness and love
in the following Scripture. Then discuss with your group.
Psalm 136:1-3

Romans 5:8

Colossians 3:12-14

1 John 2:15-17
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1 John 4:7-12

Summary
God is the great I Am; God is love; focus on Him and put Him at the center of everything in life!
The Lutheran Study Bible’s commentary and overview of Martin Luther’s position on the
epistles of St. John summarizes for us: “For although people do not now publically deny with
their lips that Christ has come in the flesh, they do deny it with their hearts, by their teaching and
life. For he who would be righteous and saved by his own works and deeds is as much as
denying Christ, since Christ has come in the flesh for the very purpose making us righteous and
saving us without our works, by his blood alone.” (Concordia Publishing House, 2009, p. 2169)
It is simple; it is eye-opening. When we make ourselves the center of the universe, we deny all
the blessings of God; we deny Christ and Him crucified; we deny God’s love; and we deny our
relationship as His children. God uses His love to work His sanctification in us – be thankful,
grateful, and open your mind, heart, and soul to the Holy Spirit’s leading. Focus on God! Let’s
read together selected verses from John’s first epistle:
…God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him (1 John 4:16).
By this we know love, that he [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brothers (1 John 3:16).
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another (1 John 4:11).
Closing Prayer: Heavenly Father, please forgive us for taking our focus off You, for only in
You do we find purpose. Send Your Holy Spirit into our lives so that we may grow in love and
grace, and fill us with the faith to show Your love to the lost and least around us. Amen.

Self, Self, Self
Written by Barb Lissow, Eden, Idaho
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Where Are They?
Sketch
[Please provide: four actresses; four copies of the sketch for actresses; small piece of paper.]
Characters: Narrator
Barbara Barton – LWML membership chairman
Nancy Newcomer – new congregation member
Doris Dependable – regular LWML member
SCENE I
Narrator: Scene I takes place outside church one Sunday morning. Newly elected membership
chairman Barbara Barton is looking over the LWML membership list.
Barbara: This membership list is surely depressing. The same old people every meeting and not
too many of them. Here I am elected membership chairman and I don’t know what to do.
Everybody says, “We need new members, we need new members,” but what can I do? The
women know that we meet every first Tuesday of the month. Now, what more can I do?
[Nancy, the new member, approaches]
Nancy: Are you Mrs. Barton?
Barbara: Yes.
Nancy: I’m a new member here at Messiah and I was told you could tell me when the LWML
meets.
Barbara: I thought everyone knew that! Why, it’s on a slip of paper about this size [indicate
small piece of paper] on the bulletin board in the hall that goes left from the main hall to your
right.
Nancy: Oh, I guess I missed it.
Barbara: It’s this Tuesday and I expect to see you there. [aside] That’s pushing membership.
Nancy: What time is the meeting? During the day or night?
Barbara: Oh, daytime, of course. We girls don’t want to risk being out at night; there’s just too
much going on out there.
Nancy: I’ve never worried about it too much; I just trust the Lord will be with me 24 hours a
day. I would have a problem in the day with babysitting. I keep my daughter’s baby all day while
she is at work. Do you have babysitting provided here?
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Barbara: No, we really haven’t had much demand. Most of our members are older, you know.
But we really need some new members, so why don’t you try to get a sitter and join us. We need
young blood, too. Could your daughter get off work to come?
Nancy: I know you must think that I’m a problem, but I don’t have a car during the day and
being new in the area, I don’t know if anyone lives near us. Would it be possible to have
someone pick me up for this first meeting, if I find a sitter?
Barbara: I don’t know, but I’ll get back to you on it, OK?
Nancy: I really want to come; I’ve always found the LWML program inspiring. By the way,
what will your program be this meeting?
Barbara: Oh, your guess is as good as mine, but they always seem to come up with something.
Nancy: Well, if I can’t arrange to be at the meeting, is there some area of service where I might
be able to help? I’m pretty tied down, but I do have a need to serve.
Barbara: I don’t know what it might be, but we’ll be in touch if something comes up.
Nancy: Well, I’m sure the least I could do is use my Mite Box. Is there some place I could turn it
in?
Barbara: Sure, at the meeting. [walks away saying] She thinks she’s got problems. How am I
going to get new members?
SCENE II
Narrator: Scene II takes place on the first Tuesday of the month – LWML meeting day, you
know. Two women are talking at the door.
Barbara: Hi, Doris, good to see you out again. How is your arthritis?
Doris: Not too well. You know what this damp weather does to me.
Barbara: Well, I hope the rain doesn’t keep everybody home.
Doris: Who’s that woman standing over there by herself?
Barbara: Oh, that’s a family that just joined our church. She talked to me about coming today. I
guess she found a sitter and a ride. I forgot all about it until just now.
Doris: I guess someone should go over and talk to her.
Barbara: I’d take you over and introduce you but I’m so embarrassed. I don’t remember her
name.
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Doris: Oh, we’ll wait till Sue gets here. She’s the pushy type. She’ll find out real soon.
Barbara: I know it’s raining, but this turn-out is terrible today.
Doris: I didn’t see it in the bulletin Sunday; maybe someone forgot to put it in.
Barbara: Well, I did forget to get it in the bulletin, but everyone knows that the first Tuesday
afternoon is LWML.
Doris: I sure hope Sue gets here soon. That new lady looks pretty lost.
Barbara: I really should go over and talk to her, but I’ve still got to arrange the tables and chairs
and unwrap the Quarterlies. There’s always so much to do.
Doris: There’s Mary. I think she has the program today. She’s using a DVD.
Barbara: I wonder if anyone told her that the DVD player isn’t working. Oh, well, that’s not my
worry. Where is Sue?
Doris: I’m going to talk to Mary; she has arthritis, too, you know.
Barbara: Oh, boy, it’s almost time for the meeting to start and I’ll be expected to introduce our
guest and I don’t even know her name. Thank goodness; here comes Sue!
[If you would like to use this skit to stimulate discussion on increasing membership in your
group, or on engaging additional women in your setting in the goals of LWML, then conclude
with the Narrator.]
Narrator: Think about the sketch. What can your group do, or avoid doing, to engage additional
women in your setting in the mission of LWML – spiritual growth, service, mission, and
fellowship?

Where Are They?
Written by Carolyn Williams
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Revised by Christian Resources Editors, 2015
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Today, Be Strong in Christ
Devotion
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might (Ephesians 6:10).
How is your day?






Beautiful, bright day – everything going right?
Struggling to pay bills?
Battling diabetes, cancer, or any host of illnesses?
Discouraged in a relationship?
Faith being tested?

Each of us has a story. Each day we have a new story. But how do we begin our day? Sad and
depressed?
Do you rely on yourself? Do you call a friend and share your joys and your woes? Paul reminds
us in Ephesians 6:10 to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.
Our Lord is strong. He is mighty. He is loving. He is our Father who holds us in His arms and
goes to battle for us each day. He is the One who went to battle for us by coming to earth in the
form of a baby, growing to be a man, and suffering amazing pain and ultimate death – for you;
for me. He is strong and He is mighty. He overcame death and the devil and will walk alongside
us as we face our day. Today, we can be strong in the Lord.
The chorus from “You are I Am” by MercyMe reminds us of many biblical accounts of the
Lord’s might:
You’re the one who conquers giants
You’re the one who calls out kings
You shut the mouths of lions
You tell the dead to breathe
You’re the one who walks through fire
You take the orphan’s hand
You are the one Messiah
You are I Am
You are I Am
(www.songlyrics.com/mercyme/you-are-i-am-lyrics)
What instances do these lyrics call to mind? David – Solomon – Daniel – Lazarus – Jesus – the
Lord. As we think on these, and see that God walks with us always, we acknowledge that He is
“I Am.” Today, we can be strong in the Lord because He is strong for us.

Today, Be Strong in Christ
Written by Debbie Tabisz, Mounds, Oklahoma
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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God Above All Gods
Bible Study
[Please provide: musical accompaniment; Bibles, hymnals, and copies of the Bible study for
attendees.]
The world has many false ideas about God. For example, it doesn’t matter which religion you
follow; we all believe in the same God. Or, there are many gods and you can choose the one that
is right for you. The Bible tells us that the Triune God is a God above all gods. Who is this God
above other gods?
God Who Is Above All Gods
Exodus 15:11-13_____________________________________________________________
2 Kings 19:14-19_____________________________________________________________
Psalm 86:8-10_______________________________________________________________
Psalm 18:31_________________________________________________________________
Daniel 3:26; Daniel 4:1-3______________________________________________________
God Who Created the Universe
Genesis 1:1_________________________________________________________________
Psalm 115:15-16_____________________________________________________________
John 1:1-3__________________________________________________________________
God Who Knows Us
Psalm 40:17_________________________________________________________________
Psalm 139:1-6_______________________________________________________________
Psalm 139:13-14_____________________________________________________________
Matthew 10:30______________________________________________________________
God Who Takes Care of Us
Psalm 54:4__________________________________________________________________
Psalm 121:1-8_______________________________________________________________
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Matthew 6:25-33_____________________________________________________________
1 Timothy 6:17______________________________________________________________
God Who Loves Us
Psalm 86:15_________________________________________________________________
1 John 4:7-19________________________________________________________________
God Who Saves Us
Psalm 40:10, 16______________________________________________________________
John 3:16-17________________________________________________________________
1 Peter 1:8-12_______________________________________________________________
God Who Works Faith in Us
1 Corinthians 2:14____________________________________________________________
1 Corinthians 12:3____________________________________________________________
God Who Gives Us Eternal Life
Matthew 19:29______________________________________________________________
Ephesians 2:4-9______________________________________________________________

Prayer: We thank You that You are a God above all gods – that You created us, know us, take
care of us, love us, save us, and work faith in us. We especially thank You for the free gift of life
and salvation You give us with Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Suggested Hymn: “How Great Thou Art” LSB 801, LW 519

God Above All Gods
Written by Colleen Spahr, Superior, Colorado
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Don’t Be That Monkey!
Devotion
Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the
presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen (Jude 2425).
Have you ever tried to capture a monkey? “How do you do that?” you ask. A fable is told that
says you make a hole in a gourd with an opening just large enough for the monkey’s paw, then
fill it with nuts and tie it to a tree. At night the monkey reaches into the container for the nuts and
is unable to pull out his paw! Now, he could let go of the nuts and get his paw out quite easily,
but he wants those nuts! He is caught because of his desire for more.
Are we like that monkey? Is our hand in the gourd? You had better believe it! (Read 2 Peter 2.)
We know the straight path God has established for us, but we deliberately abandon it to go our
own way. We want to satisfy our cravings or we covet what we do not have. We work on
perfecting our skill of getting what we want, whether it is more money, a better job, a bigger
house, more power, or prestige.
The prophet Balaam is an example. His story is in Numbers 22-25. He knew he should not
cooperate with Balak, the Moabite king, but Balaam wanted the money and honor Balak
promised him. God even warned Balaam, then rebuked him through the mouth of his donkey!
But there is even more to the story. God did not permit Balaam to curse Israel; however, Balaam
did tell Balak how the Moabites could defeat Israel: “Just be friendly neighbors and let them
share in your feasts.” Instead of remaining separate, as God had commanded, the Israelites
compromised and joined in the pagan celebrations.
Are we convicted yet? Do we ever compromise in matters we know are sinful, but we either
ignore the sin or try to rationalize it away by having “a different view”? Do we know when
Scripture is being twisted? Do we recognize when we, or others, are being exploited by the
culture, the media, and Satan? Our culture says we must give approval to all religious beliefs,
even if they are contrary to God’s Word. If we are not careful and discerning, we may buy into it.
Peter wants us to see the wisdom of remaining faithful to God and His Word. The more deeply
we are rooted in that Word, the more resistant we will be to our covetous nature and the outside
influences of the world. And when we fail and are that caught monkey, as we so often are, what a
blessing is ours to be able to repent of our sins and hear God’s Word of forgiveness and life
through the blood of our brother, Jesus Christ. No longer do we have to be captive to sin, death
and the devil, for we are free; free from each of them through faith in our crucified and risen
Savior. No longer are we caught monkeys, but redeemed and beloved sheep of the Good
Shepherd.
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Our prayer: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for the gift of Your Son,
Jesus, who has saved us from our many sins. Give us the desire to humbly serve You through
serving others and becoming more like Jesus. We pray for those who have strayed from Your
path or have never been on it. May they learn Your truth through us and be set free from their
bondage. In Jesus’ holy name we pray. Amen.

Don’t Be That Monkey!
Written by Marilyn Stuckwisch, Phoenix, Arizona
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Who’s Number One?
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Introduction: In each season of the year there are teams competing in different sports. In
summer, baseball is popular. Each team claims to be number one. Yet, in time, only one team
can and will win the championship. Only one can come in first! In a similar way, God reminds
us that He will not only lead all season, He will be first in the end. Long ago, the Lord spoke to
Moses and the children of Israel reminding them who was to be first in their lives. See Exodus
20:3.
Jesus says in Matthew 22:37–38, “… love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first [emphasis added] commandment.”
Jesus says in Matthew 6:33, “ … seek first [emphasis added] the kingdom of God and his
righteousness ... ”
Our Lord would have us consider:
• Who or what is number one in my life?
• Who or what is first in my family?
• Who is number one in our church?
Prayer: Our heavenly Father, You placed us first when You made us and then re-made us
through Your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. As we turn to You and Your Word today,
empower us to respond to Your grace by making You number one in our lives. In Jesus’ Name
we pray. Amen.
Bible Study:
God is a God of Firsts
The Greek word for first is protos and is used often in the New Testament. In the Greek New
Testament as well as in Greek literature of the first century, the word first often describes what is
most important. Look at these passages to determine who is first.
See Colossians 1:15–16. He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn [emphasis
added] [prototokos] of all creation. For by him all things were created ...
See Colossians 1:18. Referring to Jesus, the apostle Paul writes, He is the beginning, the
firstborn [emphasis added] from the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent.
Romans 8:29 – Jesus is called the firstborn [emphasis added] among many brothers.
Revelation 1:8, 17 – Jesus says, I am the Alpha [the first] and the Omega … who is and who
was and who is to come, the Almighty … “Fear not, I am the first and the last” …
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God’s Word leads us to confess the supreme nature of Christ Jesus as the one and only Son of
God and Savior of the world. In Christ, we see God’s divine glory and power. Indeed, Jesus is
#1!
Amazingly, Jesus shares His grace and glory with all who place their trust in Him. God clearly
placed us as His first priority when He made us and then when He sent His only Son to die for
us to redeem us from our sins and then to rise for us to give us eternal life. In fact, the plural
form of firstborn [prototokoi] is used in reference to the church. In Hebrews 12:23 believers are
called the assembly of the firstborn. We are honored to be God’s top priority in the universe
through Jesus Christ, the One and Only Son of the Father, the First and the Last.
First Things First
Our love is always a response to God’s love for us. 1 John 4:19 says, We love because He first
loved us. When we know and experience the love of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who died and rose
for us, His love is glowing first in our lives. His love is our love. His life is our life. His grace
and power set us on fire once again so that He can live with us as the number one priority in our
lives!
In response to God’s first love for us in Christ Jesus, we are compelled to honor and love Him
and place Him first in our lives. See Matthew 6:33 and 1 John 4:19. God’s grace empowers us
to place Jesus Christ first in our priorities, our attitudes, our schedules, and in our actions. But
let’s get real!
Let’s Talk: Is this easy for you to do? In what areas of your life do you find it challenging
to have Jesus Christ as your top priority?
The apostle Paul reminds the young pastor Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:14, 15 Do not neglect the
gift you have … Practice these things, immerse yourself in them. The love of Christ Jesus is
shining brightly in you when His grace is number one in your life. The gift of your faith, given to
you in your baptism, must be renewed daily through God’s Word and Sacrament.
Let’s Talk: Do you ever sense that your faith is in a rut? Do you ever just go through the
motions during your worship and prayer life? Does it ever seem like the ministries at church
have lost their luster?
Revitalize the Love
In Revelation 2, the Lord Jesus is speaking to the church at Ephesus. While He commends their
perseverance of faith in the midst of hardships, He says in verse 4, “But I have this against you,
that You have abandoned the love you had at first.”
In marriage, it is far too common for the spark of romantic love to break down. Married couples
start taking each other for granted. They get into ruts and routines. Life within the marriage
relationship can get dull and boring and become unfulfilling. In a similar way, like the Christians
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at Ephesus, we can fall away from Jesus as our first love. Other priorities slip in ahead of our
love for our Savior.
Couples who desire to keep the spark of emotional and romantic love alive in their marriage have
to work at it. They have date nights. They plan getaways. They listen to and encourage each
other. They speak tenderly and “keep in touch.”
One way we put God first in our lives is by putting others ahead of ourselves. Read
Mark 9:33-37. When we humbly welcome the least of God’s children with open arms, Jesus
himself is welcomed and elevated among us. Then we are first because the One who is first is at
work in us!
Let’s Talk: What needs to happen for your faith to be revitalized? In what area of your
faith does there need to be a revitalization so that your first love for Jesus Christ is
passionate, number one? Where do you need to set others ahead of yourself? Is there an area of
ministry at your church in which God can use you to embrace the passion and love for
sharing Christ and His love?
Closing Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for making us number one by dying on the
cross and rising again. You defeated Satan and sin and death itself to give us life today
and for eternity. Now work in us to respond to Your love by putting You first in all of
our words, our actions, and our attitudes and by putting others ahead of ourselves. In
Your Name we pray. Amen.

Who’s Number One?
Written by Rev. Luther Brunette, Carmel, Indiana
Published in Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, Winter 2007
Revised by Christian Resources Editors, 2015
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The Ultimate Race
Devotion
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before
us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God
(Hebrews 12:1-2).
When the Olympic torch arrives at the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Maracanã
Stadium will live out another chapter in its 65-year history of hosting sporting events and
concerts. The Opening Ceremony to the Games of the XXXI Olympiad will display a spectacle
the seven designing architects could scarcely have imagined in 1950. Having been rebuilt several
times, the stadium has most recently been renovated for the Olympics; its colors of the seating
and match field now displaying the colors of the Brazilian flag. The stadium continues to find
new life with a new purpose.
The apostle Paul knew something of finding a new life with a new purpose. His life as a pursuer
and persecutor of new Christians certainly had purpose, but it was not God’s purpose. With the
same grace with which God has called each of us, our loving Lord called Paul to a new purpose.
Paul was turned from an avid persecutor of the followers of Christ to dedicating his energies to
spreading the love of his newly found Savior.
Paul likened the life of a Christian to a runner. Like the Olympic runner, the life of a follower of
Christ requires several things:
1. Just as a runner commits him/herself to training, the Christian commits to training in God’s
Word.
2. A runner does all within their power to throw off any extra baggage. A runner throws off old
destructive habits, useless physical weight, and poor attitudes. So it is with Christ’s followers.
What runner would intentionally weigh herself down? Instead of receiving God’s forgiveness,
don’t we allow past guilt to do the same with us? We cling to old habits rather than develop
newer more useful ones. What joy is ours that God our heavenly Father takes our sins off of us
and places them on His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, who takes them to the cross of Calvary
to pay for them once and for all through His bitter suffering and death, and His glorious
resurrection.
3. An Olympian, or any athlete for that matter, is encouraged by their teammates. So we, too, are
encouraged and inspired by the great cloud of witnesses who have already finished the race and
are cheering us on. The writer of Hebrews places us among them!
4. The runner must stay on track – both in training and in the race. Just as a runner cannot head
off into the stadium or the grass, the Christian must stay the course and not head into the world
and its values and philosophies.
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5. Great patience is required to train muscles or retrain after an injury. Christians experience
injuries every day in the form of our own self-destructive behaviors. God in His mercy forgives
those behaviors and acts to better them. We grow impatient for God to act, but are assured that
He acts in His own time.
6. How does He act in our life as a runner especially in those times when we may feel like
quitting? He offers to come to us daily in His Word to forgive our sins as He continues to
sanctify us each moment of each day. He also comes to us in the blessed Sacrament of Holy
Communion to give to us and assure us, without a doubt, of our forgiveness, life and salvation as
He strengthens us for the next phase of the race. As we daily struggle and fail, His Word daily
returns us to the sanctifying waters of Baptism that set us aside as His children and put us on the
path of life in the first place.
7. A runner must finish the race to place in the competition. We are not in competition with other
Christians but rather are encouraged by them, and are an encouragement to them, to finish.
Keeping our eyes on the goal, we maintain, indeed grow, in our commitment to stay the course
by keeping our eyes on the originator and completer of our faith. We do so by remaining strong
in His Word.
We are in the arena of the world; our race has started! The Church’s witnesses of the ages are
watching and encouraging. So we press on for the prize of our high calling in Christ confident
that in Christ our stumbles and falls and detours (sins) are paid for through His precious blood
spilled for us on the cross and His triumphant resurrection that glorious Easter morning. He
lived perfectly, died and rose while we were still sinners (Romans 5). What a blessing is ours
through Holy Spirit given and nourished faith to know that when we do not live up to what the
Law requires of all people, we can confess our sins and receive the Gospel that makes alive that
which was dead!

The Ultimate Race
Written by Eloise Kuhlmann, Amarillo, Texas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
114

Divine Muscle
Bible Study

[Please provide: musical accompaniment; Bibles, hymnals, and copies of the Bible study for
attendees.]
Opening
Muscle is a word often connected with physical strength or power. Athletes spend countless
hours developing their physical strength or power. We aren’t inclined to think of it when
describing our Lord. Yet how many times have you felt His divine muscle carrying you when
you had no strength to go on? Read together 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. Share your thoughts about
the encouragement that these verses give you.
Our Strength, God’s Strength
Throughout Scripture, we see “kindred spirits” – people like you and me who love the Lord yet
struggle with sin and weaknesses. From the following verses, note the problems experienced by
the Biblical characters and their source of strength.
Exodus 15:22-26

2 Samuel 22:1-4

Nehemiah 8:1-10

Psalm 73:21-26

Psalm 118:10-14

Philippians 4:10-13

For Reflection
What do these verses show us about our own human strength?

What do these verses show us about God’s strength?
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Man’s Advice, God’s Solution
Television talk shows, magazines, newspapers, and self-help books are full of advice about our
problems. They have solutions for weight loss, love loss, and hair loss, but can offer no solution
to our greatest problem – sin. What has God done about that according to Romans 5:6-8?
As God’s redeemed children, we look to Him for advice in our struggles and problems. Look up
the following verses and note what help and strength God provides for you and me.
2 Samuel 22:29-31

Psalm 46:1-3, 10

Isaiah 41:10

Isaiah 43:1-3a Philippians 4:6-7

For Reflection
How do these promises of God encourage you today?

With God’s strength holding us up, what comfort can we give to those around us who may be
struggling?
Closing (speak together)
The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am helped. My heart leaps
for joy and I will give thanks to him in song (Psalm 28:7 NIV).
Sing
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 656, TLH 262, LW 298, a well-known hymn by Martin
Luther, written in his times of struggle

Divine Muscle
Written by Faith Richardson
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Revised by Christian Resources Editors, 2015
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Exercising to His Word
Sketch
[A sketch using portions of God’s Word to provide an exercise routine. One person is designated
as the exercise leader. She may be dressed in the appropriate exercise attire. The leader enters the
room excited about the workout and begins to direct the women.]
Leader: It’s time to begin! Are you ready? Sit up straight. Feet flat on the floor. Relax your
shoulders and begin to turn your head slowly to the right. Now to the left. Wiggle your fingers.
Wiggle your toes. Excellent! Now that you are warmed up, we can begin to really exercise! I’ve
brought along my instruction book [holds up the Bible] so that we know exactly what to do.
Listen carefully and let’s do what the Bible says.
[The women are led through the following exercises.]
Genesis 13:17
Matthew 10:14
Psalm 47:1
Psalm 141:2
Isaiah 47:5
Psalm 24:7
Psalm 59:1
Exodus 15:21
Exodus 3:5
Philippians 4:21
Psalm 139:2a
Psalm 139:2b
Hebrews 12:12a
Hebrews 12:12b
Acts 3:4
Luke 6:21
Psalm 89:1
Jeremiah 8:14
Proverbs 24:33
Hebrews 12:2
Ecclesiastes 3:5

Arise, walk … [Stand and walk in place.]
… shake off the dust from your feet … [Shake each foot.]
Clap your hands, all peoples! [Clap hands.]
… and the lifting up of my hands … [Lift hands upward.]
Sit in silence … {Sit down and be quiet for 10 seconds.]
Lift up your heads … [Lift head upward.]
… rise up … [Rise.]
Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;
[Sing the Common Doxology. Words on the next page.]
… take your sandals off your feet … [Take off shoes.]
Greet every saint in Christ Jesus.
[Greet those on either side of you.]
You know when I sit down … [Sit down.]
... and when I rise up; [Stand up.]
Therefore lift your drooping hands … [Lift hands.]
... strengthen your weak knees … [Do knee bends.]
Look at us. [Look at each other and smile.]
… for you shall laugh. [Laugh.]
I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord …
[Sing “Jesus Loves Me.”]
Why do we sit still? [Sit quietly.]
… a little folding of the hands … [Say a silent prayer.]
… let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus … [Run in place.]
… a time to embrace … [Hug each other.]

You’ve had a good workout! Take a few deep breaths and sit down once more. Listen to one
final verse that will provide strength for each day of your life:
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… the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen (1 Peter
5:10-11).
This week make sure to find spiritual strength in His word and don’t forget to keep your physical
condition in good shape.

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
(Common Doxology)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
LSB 805, TLH 644, LW 461

Exercising to His Word
Adapted by Karol Selle, 1990, from a devotion by Edna Haeder, 1984
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Revised by Christian Resources Editors, 2015
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Back to School in the Word!
Devotion
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every
kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your
salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good (1 Peter 2:1-3 NIV).
In the education field, each September is filled with the sights and sounds of the beginning of
another school year – newly sharpened pencils; shiny lunchboxes; squeaky new shoes; and
bright, smiling faces of children in back-to-school clothes. As a teacher, a new school year brings
new opportunities to help students grow in their learning and reach further into his or her
potential to attain goals and dreams. I often spend weeks during the summer reviewing what
worked and didn’t work from the previous year, reading the latest educational research, and
attending more than a few workshops to fill my “toolbox for teaching.” I must be at the top of
my game if I am to make a difference in my students’ lives.
As Christians, we also have a toolbox, a “spiritual toolbox,” filled with items to help us reach the
lost and hurting who do not know the love and mercy of Jesus Christ. It is important that we take
stock of our “spiritual toolbox” and make sure the tools we use do not become rusty, out-of-date,
or lost at the bottom of the box. As 1 Peter 2:2 tells us, Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual
milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation. It is important that we grow in our
relationship with our Lord and Savior, so that we are educated in Christ and prepared to be His
witnesses to a world craving love, acceptance, and forgiveness. I encourage each of you to 1) be
committed to a daily devotional life, 2) take advantage of opportunities for training in
evangelism ministry and outreach, and 3) surround yourself with encouragers so that you may be
a godly example to others.
A classroom teacher is often faced with unexpected events in the classroom, events for which no
textbook can prepare him or her. However, it is that textbook knowledge that gives the teacher
the foundation on which to find methods to handle whatever comes his or her way. Christians,
educated in the Word of God and trained as His witnesses, possess the foundation to handle
whatever events or opportunities present themselves to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Do not wait for September to go “back to school” to learn something new. Sharpen your pencils
every day and dig into the Word to find the lessons God has for you to accomplish His plan as
His witnesses.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we come to You this day as students – students of Your most Holy
Word. Help us to learn all that You have for us so that we can be educated in Christ as Your
witnesses. We pray that we recognize the opportunities and events that You place in our path, so
that we convey Your love and mercy to those in a hurting and lost world. Show us how to be the
“hands of Christ” each and every day. In the name of Your most precious Son, Jesus. Amen.
Back to School in the Word!
Written by Gina Franke, Smithville, Texas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Educated in Christ
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
If you are a parent, you probably remember sending your oldest to school for the first time. My
daughter could not wait. She had her clothes chosen days in advance and could not wait for the
big, yellow bus to whisk her away. Unfortunately, her younger sister exposed her to chicken pox
two weeks before school started, so her big day was postponed a week. Even as an adult she still
occasionally recalls this.
Maybe you remember being that excited about starting a new venture, but you encountered an
obstacle that “knocked the wind out of your sails.” Although a little fearful, most children look
forward to school, even if it is just to enjoy friends and recess. Share an early school memory
with others in your group.
By the time students reach high school, many of them no longer experience the joy of school. A
total of 21.8 percent of them stop attending high school before graduation (2011 U.S.
Department of Education statistic).
Do we have a Christian education dropout rate, too? The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod
(LCMS) peaked in church membership in 1970 with almost 2.8 million members. In 2011, the
LCMS membership was around 2.2 million, even after considering a population increase of
nearly 30 percent. Someone must be dropping out.
In public education, the pendulum of education reform swings back and forth, trying new
curricula and new approaches, hoping to improve student retention. In the church, we have our
source – the Bible – and our approach – constant study, assimilation, and application of His
Word as we gather with other believers in the Divine Service and as we feast on the very body
and blood or our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given and shed for each of us for the forgiveness
of our sins, the assurance of our salvation and the strengthening of our faith. Used diligently and
unceasingly, they are designed to prevent us from being dropouts. So how do we proceed?
How did Mary and Joseph facilitate Jesus’ education in the Word? Read Luke 2:39-40.
A good place to examine education in the Bible is in the book of Ecclesiastes. The book is called
Ooheleth, in Hebrew, meaning “One who speaks publicly in a congregation.” (The Lutheran
Study Bible. Concordia Publishing House, 2009, p. 1048) Solomon’s last book addresses the
emptiness of vanity and concludes with advice for the people. Read Ecclesiastes 12:9-13. What
is being taught with great care? (v. 9) How can words of truth also be words of delight? (v. 10)
Compare this to Psalm 51:6.
What are the purposes of the collected sayings Solomon wants the wise to fix firmly in their
minds like nails? (v. 11) Who is the one Shepherd giving this wisdom? (v.11) Also read Psalm
80:1; Ezekiel 34:20-24; John 10:11, 16.
So how do you prepare yourself as you start or continue the study of His Word or begin any new
task? Whether it is a volunteer opportunity or a newly acquired position at your job, it is a good
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idea to educate yourself about the situation and put your best efforts into the endeavor. The
same applies to the study of His Word as the Holy Spirit uses this time of study to strengthen our
faith and keep us faithful to our Triune God throughout our life. What did Ezra do before he
began teaching the people about God’s Word? Read Ezra 7:10.
By tradition, Proverbs was written earlier than the book of Ecclesiastes. Read Solomon’s
instruction at the beginning of Proverbs 1:1-7. Write each verb (often after the “to”) in verses 2-6
(example, “know”) and the object(s) (example, “wisdom” and “instruction”) for each verse.
Verb
2. a. know
b. understand
3. receive

Object(s)
wisdom
words of insight
instruction in wise dealing

4. give

prudence to the simple

5. a. hear and increase
b. obtain
6. understand

in learning
guidance
a proverb and a saying

Object(s)
instruction
righteousness, justice, and
equity
knowledge and discretion to
the youth

words of the wise and their
riddles

That is a considerable learning list. Highlight the area or areas on which you would like to focus
your learning in the next month.
No matter how far you extended your education, you have probably studied for tests and felt
much study is a weariness of the flesh (Ecclesiastes 12:12). Some helpful studying hints are:
1. Take good notes – record key points you want to remember.
2. Stay organized – block out time to study.
3. Unplug – set boundaries for Internet, iPhone, or computer game time.
4. Don’t cram – pace yourself and study a little each day.
5. Don’t over study – don’t try to memorize everything or useless information.
6. Find your zone – where do you study best?
7. Take a break – you deserve a ten minute break every hour or so.
In the end, Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. (v. 13)
Even if we become weary in our godly quest to keep from being foolish, we are to stay in God’s
Word. Then “dropping out,” straying away from God’s grace, is not an option. As Paul tells us in
Philippians 4:9: What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these
things, and the God of peace will be with you.
Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for giving me a mind that I can use to dwell on Your Word. Help me
to use my heart and mind wisely, to keep from foolish pursuits, and to continually grow in “the
fear and knowledge of God.” In Jesus’ eternal name. Amen.
Educated in Christ
Written by Terri Bentley, Meridian, Idaho
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Day By Day – Growing in the Lord
Devotion
I want to be a fireman when I grow up. I want to be a doctor or a nurse – a teacher – an astronaut
– a police officer – a banker – and the list goes on and on. Children are always excited about
what they can be and do when they are grown or mature. For them, the sky is the limit! How sad
that, as adults, we often forget the excitement of growing and changing.
This can be true of Christians also. Some believe that once we have been confirmed and attend
church regularly, we are all grown-up, mature in our faith. A devout Christian lady who was a
strong prayer warrior was often heard praying that God would “grow her.” A friend asked her
one day why she always prayed that way. She replied, “One can never stop praying for the Lord
to grow us in knowledge, faith, and trust.” How right she was!
Colossians 2:6-7 says: Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving. Later in the same chapter, Paul assures us our baptism frees us from the restraints
that interfere with our growth. According to verse 12, we were buried with him [Christ] and
raised with him [Christ]. Therefore, we can grow in faith and knowledge, in spiritual wisdom and
understanding. We can prayerfully walk in a God-pleasing manner.
So, how do we mature or grow in the Lord? Be in the Word. Think about increasing your private
devotion time or daily Bible reading. Attend a Bible study or studies. Allow the Spirit to lead
you in your study of Scripture; you don’t always have to be in charge. Pray for guidance that the
Lord would “grow you” in your faith and trust. Let the Lord, through the Holy Spirit, speak to
you – instead of you always speaking to the Lord.
Saint Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 13:11-12: When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we
see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I
have been fully known. We know that we will never fully mature as Christians until we join our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in eternity; but, until that day, we can say with Paul in Colossians
1:28: Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may
present everyone mature in Christ.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, in Your mercy, guide and lead us as we study Your Word daily. Help us to
understand what it means to grow spiritually, in our relationship with You and others. May the
Holy Spirit allow Christ’s message to abide and be alive in our hearts. Amen.

Day By Day – Growing in the Lord
Written by Judy Gordon, Deming, New Mexico
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Maturing in the Word
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles, copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Some words we use seem to be infused with magic, like Abracadabra. In fact, Abracadabra is
derived from a cabalistic name for a supreme god. It was written in a triangle shape and worn
around the neck to ward off sickness in the 1600s (Online Etymology Dictionary,
www.etymonline.com). Today, many consider the word children’s gibberish.
Words are still important in today’s society, however. Mothers encourage their children to “say
the magic word” when they have a request, hoping the child responds with the prompted
“please.” And certain words in society make us cringe when we overhear them while shopping or
in other public places. So how important are our words to God?
Well, God began everything in the universe with His Word. Look at the familiar Genesis 1. How
many times does God speak and it immediately becomes so? His words are power. After He
created everything in the universe, He begins speaking to His created people.
Read Genesis 1:28-31. What instructions does God give them?
There are three types of words for us to consider: the Word of God (Holy Scripture), the Word
made flesh (Christ), and common words in our everyday speech.
The Word of God
What is the Word of God? Beginning with Genesis, God’s Word was given to His people in the
Old Testament so they would know and follow His lessons for godly living and His promise of
the coming Savior in Genesis 3:15. The Word of God came to patriarchs like Abram (Genesis
15:1), prophets like Elijah (I Kings 17:24), and other men of God like Shemaiah (1 Kings 12:22).
Read Joshua 1:8-9. What can we look forward to following in this passage?
The Word of God is not to be taken lightly. If those who knew the Word of God did not follow
God’s instruction, dire consequences sometimes occurred, as noted in Scripture. Read 1 Kings
13:26. What happened?
How can we put on the Word of God? See Ephesians 6:16-17.
How can the Word of God sustain us? See Matthew 4:3-4.
But God knows we are sinful and cannot follow all His commands perfectly, so He provided
another gracious Word.
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The Word Made Flesh
Read John 1:1-5, 14. How long has the Word existed? (verses 1-2) Compare this to Genesis 1
read above.
Why did the Word made flesh (Jesus) come into this world? (verses 4-5, 14)
Read the following additional references to Jesus being the light: John 8:12, John 12:46,
Matthew 5:14.
Jesus knew the importance of knowing the Word of God when He was dwelling as the Son of
Man. Read His reply to Satan’s temptation in Matthew 4:1-4. What is more important than food?
Secular Words
In our everyday speech, words express to others whether our heart is with God. Whether we
follow the command to not take the name of the Lord your God in vain (Exodus 20:7) or heed
that gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body (Proverbs
16:24), words are to be used with intention.
As believers, whose words do we really speak? See Isaiah 51:16.
What does it look like when the Word of Christ dwells within us? See Colossians 3:16.
By staying in the Word, what does God provide for us? See Proverbs 30:5.
Please take the following instructions to heart: Follow the pattern of the sound words that you
have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 1:13).
Prayer: Lord help me to stay in Your Word so the words of my mouth and the hope in my heart
is always full of grace, truth, and love of the Savior. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Maturing in the Word
Written by Terri Bentley, Meridian, Idaho
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
126

Drive Wisely
Devotion
Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain
guidance … [emphases added] (Proverbs 1:5).
Driver’s Education involves four stages: classroom, written test, observation, and behind the
wheel. In the classroom phase, a beginner hears about driving. But hearing alone does not
guarantee a passing grade on the written test. One must learn the material. Then as the student
watches others drive, learning shifts to understanding. Knowing how to use a turn signal 200 feet
before an intersection differs from visually recognizing where 200 feet actually begin. Finally
when the pupil climbs behind the wheel, applied learning results in a successful trip.
While no analogy is perfect, we see in Proverbs 1:5 a similar process for attaining wisdom. We
hear as our Lord speaks to us through Scripture, sermons, songs, and studies as He supplies to us
divine wisdom. Through His gift to us of faith, given and nurtured through the Means of Grace,
we learn His ways. Some of the tools He uses to accomplish this learning and growth in the faith
in our life are conversation with fellow believers, meditation, and repetition. We understand by
watching others model His words. He wants to guide our lives. God does not sit next to us like a
driver’s education instructor. Instead His Holy Spirit dwells inside us, desiring to steer us in His
direction.
When we drive as if going solo, we will crash. Although God can teach us in the ditch, He would
rather gently steer us so we avoid road hazards. When we veer off His road, the cross and the
empty tomb are the bypassed road. However, Jesus will never leave us alone. He paid for our
repairs, prompts our repentance, and adjusts our route to His path over and over again as He calls
us to confess our sins and hear His blessed words of forgiveness and restoration.
Jesus’ death and resurrection gives us new life. Believing in His promises guides our every step.
Through faith we are given the words, assurance, and grace to maneuver through any trials we
may face; and when we fail, as we constantly do, what a blessing to know the One who is not
only our most excellent teacher, but the very Way Himself, our crucified, risen and ascended
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Will we learn? Never perfectly. Will we let God drive our lives? Oftentimes we do not and that
is when we have problems. Will we navigate life well with His help? That is the only way we are
able to navigate life as He, through the power and working of the Holy Spirit in our lives,
navigates us through this life to our final destination of heaven. What a gift our Father has given
to us to daily be in conversation with Him as we navigate every bump in the road without fear,
being confident in the knowledge of Him who holds us securely in His hands.
Prayer: Dear God, please enable me to hear, learn, understand, and apply Your guidance. Steer
my life in Your direction. Amen.

Drive Wisely
Written by Kim Davis, Richardson, Texas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Steadfast in Christ
Bible Study
[Please provide: musical accompaniment; Bibles and copies of the first four pages for
attendees.]
Answers to the questions can be found in the Apostles’ Creed which is a summary of Holy
Scripture. The Bible passages are given as references.
The dictionary defines “steadfast” as “firmly established, unchanging, not fickle or wavering.”
Oh, no! If this is so, how do we become steadfast in Christ? And how do we remain steadfast in
Christ? The answer is – we can’t! As human beings we sin daily in our thoughts, words, and
deeds against God and our neighbors. The truth is, it is Christ who is steadfast to us! It is a gift!
Our Heavenly Father’s steadfast love to us flows from the cross of Christ and gives us everything
that we need to be steadfast in Him. This truth of Holy Scripture is summarized in the Apostles’
Creed. It is a baptismal confession of the early Church and is still used today in the Divine
Service throughout the world. This study will take a brief look at God’s steadfastness to us by
using Martin Luther’s beautifully crafted Meanings of the Three Articles of the Apostles’ Creed.
The First Article – God’s steadfastness: Caring for our physical welfare
What does this mean?

(We confess our faith together.)
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body
and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still
takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house
and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily
provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me
against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only
out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.
For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most
certainly true.

1. God is the Creator and Preserver of all life. What does our Heavenly Father give us for our
earthly existence? (Psalm 145:15-16; Matthew 6:25-34)

2. Why does God do this? (Psalm 145:9; Psalm 103:13)

3. How is God our Father? (1 John 3:1; Romans 8:15; Matthew 6:8-9)
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4. Do we deserve this steadfast love and caring? (Romans 3:23-24; Genesis 32:10a)

5. How do we respond to God and our neighbor for these steadfast gifts? (1 Timothy 4:4; Psalm
118:1; Psalm 116:12-14)

The Second Article – Christ’s steadfastness: Becoming man and going to the cross
What does this mean?

(We confess our faith together.)
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also
true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and
condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with
His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most
certainly true.

1. In the Incarnation Christ permanently, steadfastly joins Himself to mankind. Why is this
important that He be true Man? (Galatians 4:4-5; Philippians 2:8; Isaiah 53:5-6)

2. Why is it important that He also be true God? (Mark 10:45; Hebrews 2:14-15;
1 Corinthians15: 55-57)

3. How does Luther describe our natural state? (Romans 3:10-19; Psalms 14:3;
Ecclesiastes 7:20; Isaiah 64:6)

4. How did Jesus pay for our sins? (1 John 1:7b; 1 Peter 1:18-19)

5. How does Luther describe our new life as forgiven children? (Galatians 2:20;
Luke 1:74-75; 2 Corinthians 5:15; 1 Peter 2:24)
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6. What gifts of the cross does Christ’s steadfast love give to us? (Ephesians 1:7;
John 11:25-26; Psalm 13:5; Titus 3:3-8a)

The Third Article – Steadfast in Christ: Gift of the Holy Spirit through Word and
Sacrament
What does this mean?

(We confess our faith together.)
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my
Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened
me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He
calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily
and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will
raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.

1. How does Luther describe our own ability to be steadfast to Christ? (1 Corinthians 2:14;
Ephesians 2:1-2)

2. Who makes us steadfast in Christ? (1 Corinthians 6:8-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3)

3. What is another word we could use for being steadfast in Christ? Read Ephesians 2:8-9.

4. What does God use to give us faith? (Mark 1:15; Romans 10:17; Acts 2:42;
1 Corinthians 6:11)

5. What gifts do we receive through God’s Word and Sacraments? (Ephesians 1:7;
Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Peter 3:21)

6. Where do we go to receive these gifts that make and keep us steadfast in Christ?
(Acts 2:42; Matthew 28:18; John 20:20-23; Ephesians 2:19-22)
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This is Most Certainly True!
Luther closes his explanations of the three Articles of the Apostles’ Creed with words of great
comfort and steadfastness: This is most certainly true. Here we have God’s assurance and
commitment to His unchanging, unwavering love. Here we have the absolute truth of God’s
great steadfastness to us in His Holy Word and Sacraments. Here we have His gift of faith in the
forgiveness of sins making us steadfast in Christ. This is comfort to our trembling hearts. We are
not on our own. Jesus has done it all for us. Through Him we are steadfast in Christ. This is most
certainly true!
We sing together Martin Luther’s hymn.

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;
Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son
And bring to naught all He has done.
Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we
May sing Your praise eternally.
O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life.
LSB 655, TLH 261, LW 334

Steadfast in Christ
Written by Deaconess Carolyn Brinkley, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Steadfast in Christ
Bible Study – Leader’s Guide

Answers to the questions can be found in the Apostles Creed which is a summary of Holy
Scripture. The Bible passages are given as references.
The First Article – God’s steadfastness: Caring for our physical welfare
1. God is the Creator and Preserver of all life. What does our Heavenly Father give us for our
earthly existence? (Psalm 145:15-16; Matthew 6:25-34)
He graciously gives us everything that we need to support this body and life. (Ask for specifics.)

2. Why does God do this? (Psalm 145:9; Psalm 103:13)
God steadfastly cares for every aspect of our earthly lives out of His great love for His creation.

3. How is God our Father? (1 John 3:1; Romans 8:15; Matthew 6:8-9)
God is our Father because His Son went to the cross to forgive our sins. It is only through Jesus
that we can call God our Father as He has taught us in the Lord’s Prayer to pray “Our Father…”

4. Do we deserve this steadfast love and caring? (Romans 3:23-24; Genesis 32:10a)
No, we have no merit or worthiness within ourselves. We are children of the Heavenly Father
purely through Christ’s atoning sacrifice.

5. How do we respond to God and our neighbor for these steadfast gifts? (1 Timothy 4:4;
Psalm 118:1; Psalm 116:12-14)
We respond in joy by living a life of thanksgiving, praise, service, and obedience.

The Second Article – Christ’s steadfastness: Becoming man and going to the cross
1. In the Incarnation Christ permanently, steadfastly joins Himself to mankind. Why is this
important that He be true Man? (Galatians 4:4-5; Philippians 2:8; Isaiah 53:5-6)
Christ must be true man to take our place under the Law and thereby take all of our sin and our
death into Himself on the cross.

2. Why is it important that He also be true God? (Mark 10:45; Hebrews 2:14-15;
1 Corinthians 15: 55-57)
Christ must be true God to be the obedient Son keeping the Law perfectly, die on the cross
defeating Satan’s power, and rise from the dead.

3. How does Luther describe our natural state? (Romans 3:10-19; Psalm 14:3;
Ecclesiastes 7:20; Isaiah 64:6)
We are lost and condemned creatures.

4. How did Jesus pay for our sins? (1 John 1:7b; 1 Peter 1:18-19)
Jesus paid for our sins with the ultimate price – His holy, precious blood and His innocent
suffering and death.
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5. How does Luther describe our new life as forgiven children? (Galatians 2:20;
Luke 1:74-75; 2 Corinthians 5:15; 1 Peter 2:24)
“... that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns
to all eternity.”

6. What gifts of the cross does Christ’s steadfast love give to us? (Ephesians 1:7;
John 11:25-26; Psalm 13:5; Titus 3:3-8a)
Forgiveness! Life! Salvation!

The Third Article--Steadfast in Christ: Gift of the Holy Spirit through Word and
Sacraments
1. How does Luther describe our own ability to be steadfast to Christ? (1 Corinthians 2:14;
Ephesians 2:1-2)
On our own we have no power to accept, come or believe in Jesus. “I believe that I cannot by
my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.”

2. Who makes us steadfast in Christ? (1 Corinthians 6:8-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3)
The Holy Spirit makes us steadfast in Christ. It is pure gift!

3. What is another word we could use for being steadfast in Christ? Read Ephesians 2:8-9.
Faith!

4. What does God use to give us faith? (Mark 1:15; Romans 10:17; Acts 2:42;
1 Corinthians 6:11)
Faith is made ours through the Gospel which is His Word and Sacraments.

5. What gifts do we receive through God’s Word and Sacraments? (Ephesians 1:7;
Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Peter 3:21)
Forgiveness, life, and salvation!

5. Where do we go to receive these gifts that make and keep us steadfast in Christ?
(Acts 2:42; Matthew 28:18; John 20:20-23; Ephesians 2:19-22)
Church – the Divine Service.

Steadfast in Christ – Leader’s Guide
Written by Deaconess Carolyn Brinkley, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Are You Ready?
Devotion
“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect”
(Matthew 24:44).
Guests coming? House decorated? Gifts bought and wrapped? Baking done? Are you ready…
for Christmas? Panic may even be about to occur as you think about all you need to do to be
ready. No doubt you are hoping for no interruptions.
Let’s take a moment to look back a couple thousand years. What about Mary and Joseph, the
innkeeper, the shepherds? Were they ready for what was about to happen? Mary and Joseph
traveled to Bethlehem to be registered. The innkeeper had no room for Mary and Joseph; a stable
would have to do. The shepherds were in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. To
most of them this probably seemed like an ordinary night, while even though Mary and Joseph
welcomed this chance to rest after their tiring journey, they knew that these times were no
ordinary times as the birth of their first born, the Savior of the world, was very near.
Then, ready or not, suddenly the interruption of a lifetime happened. The stillness of the night
and the quietness of the stable were interrupted as Mary gave birth to Jesus! How startling it
must have been as an angel of the Lord interrupted the shepherds with a most glorious
announcement, the “good news of great joy that will be for all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).
Jesus was the only One ready. It was just the right time to come into this world and change
peoples’ lives forever. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law (Galatians 4:4).
How about YOU? Are you ready? Perhaps not, as far as all the preparations in your home are
concerned. Don’t let that crowd out your readiness for the real reason for Christmas. Instead,
take that break to relax and ponder the birth of Jesus, as you read the account in Luke 2.
Even today, you and I must be ready – ready through faith for the return of Jesus. When least
expected, His second coming will take the world once again by surprise. No human being knows
the day or hour when that will happen. In the meantime, we rejoice in the Good News that is ours
through faith, that this baby born in Bethlehem who grew in wisdom and stature and lived a
perfect life in our stead, gave that perfect life on the cross for each of us so that we can rejoice in
the Good News of Christmas and Easter both now and for all eternity in heaven. And as we wait,
we are blessed to be able to share the good news of great joy, Jesus our Savior, with the world so
that many more will come to believe in Him and thus be ready when He returns to take us home
to heaven with Him.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, to the world. Keep me
from those distractions that draw my focus away from celebrating Jesus’ birth. Help me to be
ready to share the Good News of Jesus with others. In Your holy Son’s name. Amen.
Are You Ready?
Written by Vivian Ernst, Columbus, Indiana
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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We Await His Coming
Bible Study
[Please provide: musical accompaniment; Bibles, hymnals, and copies of the Bible study
for attendees.]
Introduction
It seems Christmas arrives faster each year. Decorations appear in the stores and shopping malls
before Halloween. The message to prepare for the “perfect holiday season” is everywhere. We
spend so much time and energy decorating, planning menus, and choosing the perfect gifts for
everyone and little time preparing our hearts and minds for the coming of the Christ Child.
1. What part of Christmas preparation do you find the most stressful?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2. What activities do you enjoy the most?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3. How do you keep your focus on Christ during your preparations for Christmas?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Getting into the Word
One way to keep the focus of your Christmas celebration on Christ is to observe Advent. The
word Advent is from the Latin word adventus, which means coming. Advent is a time of
preparation and waiting. The use of Advent candles started in Germany, before the Reformation,
and have been widely used in Lutheran churches in America for over 100 years. Traditionally,
three purple candles and one pink candle were used. Purple is the color of royalty, and the pink
candle was used to signify joy. Today many churches use blue candles instead of purple,
signifying hope.
Many of the Old Testament lessons read during the Advent season are prophecies about the
coming Messiah.
Read the following verses and record the phrases you notice pointing to Jesus as the coming
Messiah.
4. Isaiah 11:1-10
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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5. Isaiah 7:10-14
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
6. Jeremiah 33:14-16
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
These verses talk about an earthly descendant of King David, “a root of Jesse.” Jesus was of the
family of David. This lineage was the reason He was born in Bethlehem. Joseph and Mary had
traveled to Bethlehem to be registered under decree of Caesar Augustus because they were of the
house and lineage of David (Luke 2:4).
Matthew carefully records the family genealogy that shows Jesus was a descendant of David.
Read Matthew 1:1-16.
At the time of Jesus’ birth the Jews were an oppressed nation longing for an earthly Messiah, a
king who would overthrow the Roman rulers.
7. What was God’s plan? Read Galatians 4:4. ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
The Jews were looking for a king, not a lowly child born in a stable. Even the wise men were
looking for a king. They went to Herod’s palace to find the king.
Read Matthew 2:1-12. Share your impressions with a partner.
Second Coming
We know the story; we know the prophecies were fulfilled. We know how the story ends. Our
Christmas celebrations remind us of Christ’s coming to earth as a baby to be with us – Immanuel
– God with us. Our Advent preparation reminds us that He will come again. We are not surprised
by Christ coming at Christmas time.
Have you ever watched a sporting event where you already knew the outcome? This often
happens during the Olympics when results are announced as they happen in a remote location,
but are televised later. You watch to see how the events unfold even though you know the
outcome will not change.
We know Christ is coming back. Read Acts 1:6-11.
What we don’t know is when. Just as those who waited for the Messiah to come the first time,
we wait, not knowing when that day will come.
Read Matthew 24:36-44.
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What has God commanded us to do while we wait? Read the following passages.
8. John 13:34_________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
9. 1 Timothy 6:18______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
10. Matthew 28:19-20___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Final Thoughts
As you prepare for Christmas, keep your heart ready for Christ’s Second Coming. During the
hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, continue to show God’s love to the world around you.
Speak kind words to your fellow shoppers and to the store clerks. Be ready to share the
Christmas story – the story of a loving God who sent His Son to be our Savior. Don’t let the
busyness of life keep you from reading the Bible and praying.
Are you ready for Christmas? More importantly, are you ready for the day when Christ will
come again?
Closing
Close your study by singing “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338, LW 22.
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank You for sending Your Son to be our Savior, born as a lowly child in a
stable. Help us to share Your love with those around us during the Advent/Christmas season.
Strengthen us to remain vigilant and productive as we await that day when He will come again.
Amen.

We Await His Coming
Written by Debbie Yocky, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Hmmm, Christmas Joy?
Sketch
[Please provide: three actresses; three copies of the sketch for the actresses; three chairs, table,
background Christmas music.]
Characters: Holly – fully embraces Christmas year around
Merry – unsure of her opinions, listens
June – tends to view life negatively, her cup is usually half empty
Setting:

Holly and Merry are pulling up chairs to a card table, getting ready to plan the
annual LWML group Christmas party. In the background are the strains of
Christmas carols softly playing that Holly has provided.

Holly: Oh, wow! You know, Merry, I just love Christmas! I don’t even mind the department
store Christmas displays being set up in July. I start my next year’s Christmas planning the week
immediately after Christmas. I even shop year-round. That way it is not a burden in December,
and my extra money can go to buy the ingredients for my special Christmas recipes.
Merry: … or to purchase special items for the community food baskets. I love to buy brownie
mixes. Obviously, I try not to bake them for myself, but I love to give them for the Christmas
food collections. They make a basket special, not just one filled with canned peas and beans.
[Enter June with a glum look on her face.]
June: Oh, brother! Christmas music even at our meeting. I am just too tired to enjoy that music.
[pulls a chair to the table as Holly and Merry exchange “rolling eye” glances] And as for this
LWML Christmas party, we have it every year. Maybe we could just skip it this year. My
goodness, there is so much going on, and this just encourages the commercialization of
Christmas. What does it have to do with the birth of Christ anyway?
Holly: Oh, June, you sound like you’ve had a hard day. You know, I often do hear others saying
it is just “buy, buy, buy” for Christmas. However, it is the embracing of Christmas by the secular
world that really lets us enjoy it one hundred percent. On Christmas Day when the stores close, it
becomes a witness that this is really a special day. Look at all the Christmas cards, stationery,
stickers, and even postage stamps that are for sale. We can choose to send cards with a Christmas
Gospel message. What a witness to all our friends and family when a card like that is received!
Merry: That is a great way to enjoy Christmas. I never thought of it as a witness. I always pray
that the young husbands of my nieces will become strong Christians. A Christ-centered
Christmas card would be another subtle way to share my faith.
June: [grumpily] Christmas cards just take too much time and money. Some of the ones I get
aren’t very personal – just a signature and a copied letter!
Merry: Do you send cards, June?
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June: Sure I do. That way I know I’ll hear from everyone!
Holly: June, receiving cards helps make Christmas a time of joy also. Just hearing from
everybody is such a treat! I hear from some friends only at Christmas, but even that is great. I
keep the cards and letters, and I enjoy them again right before Valentine’s Day. I even reread
them before I mail my next year’s Christmas cards. The cards and letters I send are my gift to
those people, and I consider their cards a gift to me. Christ-centered cards build me up in my
faith.
Merry: Wow, that’s true! The traditions of Christmas and all it stands for – the birth of our
Savior – really do reinforce our Christian beliefs. Those early reminders of Christmas can be
enjoyed rather than scowled at. You know, Holly, I overheard your conversation with Marie on
Sunday. She was upset because of the early decorations on her street, and you told her that you
loved Christmas so much that you even enjoy the early decorations. At first I thought your
answer was a little weird. But after mulling it over, I’ve changed my mind. Your joyful response
to Marie shows the wonder, love, and joy of Christmas year-round. It doesn’t hurt to have more
Christmas!
June: Well, hmmm, I guess that means we are going to celebrate with our annual LWML
Christmas party. I guess I can stand it. At least it’s in December! Obviously, my feelings could
stand a little adjustment.
Merry: The joy we feel in our hearts during this holiday season helps us to reflect Jesus’ light to
our neighbors. Perhaps they will see Christmas is more than shopping, decorating, and baking.
Holly: Our opening devotion could speak to what we just discussed. I’ll use John 9:5 as the
basis. Jesus says, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Jesus is the light of
the world, and all we do should reflect His light to others.
June: OK, OK! You’ve convinced me! Let’s get on with our planning. If I don’t watch out, you
two will have me changing my name to Noelle!

Hmmm, Christmas Joy?
Written by Priscilla Greig, Albany, Oregon
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Revised by Christian Editors Resources, 2015
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Priority Number One
Devotion

If you were to ask someone what their priority is for the day, some may list a task such as
grocery shopping. Others may reply with “make it through the day.” If you were to ask the same
question of Christians, the answer would probably be more oriented toward putting God first,
attending Bible study, or praying more.
Many of us start our week with the good intention of making God our priority. Later in the week,
our priority may change into “making it through the day.” We may still include God in our lives
on some level as we say grace or bedtime prayers with children. God being our number one
priority, however, has slipped away.
Mary and Martha were also faced with priorities as Jesus came to their house. Martha became
distracted by focusing on preparations as her priority. Mary, as we know, chose to sit at Jesus’
feet and listen to Him. When Martha came to Jesus to enlist Him in making Mary help her, the
Lord said, “… you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary
has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her” (Luke 10:41-42 NIV).
Distractions, misplaced priorities, and worldly worries will, at times, place God further down on
our list of priorities. Thanks be to God that, as we daily confess our sins to Him, we are forgiven.
We start anew with the help of the Holy Spirit daily. As we daily read the Scriptures and pray,
we refocus on God being our priority in our daily lives.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we give You thanks that daily You provide for all of our needs. Send
us Your Holy Spirit that we, like Mary, can choose “what is better.” In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

Priority Number One
Written by Kathy Waite, Valparaiso, Indiana
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Heavenly Treasure –
Our Number One Priority
Bible Study
[Please provide: musical accompaniment, if singing; copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Please read aloud Matthew 6:19-21 and verse 33.
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also …. 33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.
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Treasure hunts are great fun when we are children. Even when we are older, we love to go to a
variety of places and gather the requirements to win the prized treasure. When we are reflecting
on these experiences, we are amazed. We remember how much fun the search was and yet, how
quickly the treasure and its meaning have disappeared.
What happens to a toy, or ice cream, or everything we see on this earth? Jesus provides insights
in verse 19. What are the three ways that visible treasure is taken away?
What is your greatest treasure on earth? Perhaps your family – children, spouse, parents, or
extended family – may be a common response. The example Jesus gives us in verse 19 refers to
material things. Sometimes we are like children on a treasure hunt. We go after earthly things
that we can physically see and touch. Things that we can touch and see eventually decay and
disappear from this earth. This desire for earthly things is so strong in us that Jesus uses a
negative imperative, “Do not lay up,” to emphasize the great challenge it is to us.
In verse 20, Jesus changes to a positive imperative, “but lay up.” Also please notice that the place
where the treasure resides changes. Verse 19 refers to “treasures on earth” and in verse 20 the
setting changes to “treasures in heaven.” All earthly treasures will decay; however, the treasures
in heaven will last forever.
Verse 21 raises the question, “What is the desire of your heart?” This desire anchors your heart
either to earth or to heaven. Where is your heart’s home?
What treasures are we to “store up” in heaven? Is it possible to have heavenly treasure on earth?
The first spiritual treasure is called the "kingdom of God" and only righteous people participate in
it. To "look for" or "seek" the kingdom of God means to be active in it. What are activities in
which we engage to experience more and more of God's grace? Remember the prayer time with
our children when they were little? Watching our children fall asleep in the arms of Jesus as they
pray with us is a vivid picture of being in God's Kingdom of Grace. Remember a time when you
were waiting for news that your loved one was safe or recovering well from surgery? Perhaps a
stranger brought you something to drink and smiled and assured you that God was watching over
your loved one.
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God's Kingdom of Grace works both ways. When we are in need, His Kingdom of Grace
comforts us. Certainly whenever we are whispering the prayer God hears the most, "God, help
me," God's Kingdom of Grace becomes spiritually meaningful. Prayers are ascending to the
Lord; He sends someone to comfort us; heavenly help is on the way. His very presence becomes
apparent to us in this Kingdom of Grace experience. Whenever we are communicating with our
dear Lord, we are seeking, finding, and participating in His Kingdom of Grace. Please remember
and share some of these experiences from your life.
What does it mean when we ask God in prayer to enlarge His Kingdom of Grace on earth? Did
you remember and share some of your experiences of seeking, finding, and participating in God's
Kingdom of Grace? If you did, God's Kingdom of Grace was enlarged. When more people
receive faith and come to know Jesus as their Savior, God's Kingdom of Grace is enlarged.
When someone is baptized, the pastor asks us to pray for the newly baptized person. Not only
does the newly baptized enlarge His Kingdom of Grace, but also all of the prayers said on behalf
of the newly baptized person enlarge His Kingdom. When a stranger stops to help or encourage
you, you may be surprised to find that he or she believes in Jesus as his or her Savior. Ask him or
her to pray for you. You may be making a new friend in God's marvelous Kingdom of Grace.
Sometimes we remember the hymn or choir anthem from the divine service. It keeps returning to
our minds and hearts all week. You are experiencing heavenly treasure. Christ is present in the
Kingdom of Grace.
In verse 33, Jesus commands us to seek God’s “righteousness” in addition to the “kingdom of
God.” What is God’s “righteousness”? Righteousness is a legal (forensic) term as it is used in
God’s Word. Because of the faith that He gave us in our baptism, God declares us righteous in
His sight. God’s righteousness is also a gift resulting from His gift of faith. Declaring the faithful
“righteous” is made possible by the redemptive work of Christ on the cross. See Romans 4:22.
Our heavenly Father sees us as righteous and holy because His Son paid the price for all sin with
His death on the cross. Having God's righteousness means we confess our sin to God and ask for
His forgiveness. Since we are forgiven because of Christ's suffering and dying, we may rightly
conclude that Jesus is the righteousness we seek. That also means Jesus is our heavenly treasure
that will never rot, be destroyed, or be stolen.
Prayer: Gracious heavenly Father, we thank You for sending Your only Son to be our Savior.
We also thank You for His example to us in His earthly life of “laying up heavenly treasures.”
We ask for strength and wisdom to keep our heart and mind focused on You and You alone.
Help us to find You in Your Holy Word, to worship and praise You in the body of Christ, and to
receive Your forgiveness in the Word and Sacraments. Father, we give all glory and honor to
You in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Conclusion: Sing or read the first verse of “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” LSB 743, TLH 347,
LW 270.
Jesus, priceless treasure,
Fount of purest pleasure,
Truest friend to me,
Ah, how long in anguish
Shall my spirit languish,
Yearning Lord for Thee?
Thou art mine, O Lamb divine!
I will suffer naught to hide Thee;
Naught I ask beside Thee.

Heavenly Treasure –
Our Number One Priority
Written by Deaconess Karen Blank, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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The Perfect Age
Devotion
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart …”
(Jeremiah 1:5).
The perfect age starts before you are born. Imagine God forming you with His very own hands
and setting you apart for His glory! Wow! This is a perfect scenario – being formed and held by
God’s own hands as all your parts are being decided. He chose everything from the color of your
eyes to the number of your days on earth. You are then placed snuggly in your mother’s uterus
without a care in the world. Sounds like “The Perfect Age.”
Then you are born into this world with all its amazing sights, sounds, and smells. Your every
need is provided by someone. Another “Perfect Age”!
Wait, there are so many more “Perfect Ages” to come. God continues to hold you in His loving
hands throughout your childhood, teenage years, and all the stages of your adult life. Do all these
times feel like “The Perfect Age”? Of course not! How are you feeling today? Does today feel
far from the “Perfect Age”? Take heart, God uses these times to make us stronger, bolder, wiser,
more patient, and loving. Therefore, today you are still at God’s “Perfect Age.”
The Lord will keep you from all harm–he will watch over your life (Psalm 121:7).
What a wonderful promise that God will watch over your life just like He did when He was
forming you before you were born! The God who cared to choose your hair color and the
number of hairs on your head, certainly cares for you today. God’s hands are constantly touching
your life continuing to mold, form, and love you. How awesome is that?
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints (Psalm 116:15).
Even when you near the end of your days here on earth, God is cradling you in His arms close to
His heart. Only God knows the number of your days and that number is the “Perfect Age” for
you.
So what is your “Perfect Age”? Every day you breathe is the “Perfect Age.” You do not need to
look backward or forward. Concentrate on this day, this moment, and this age.
The “Perfect Age” is now because God ordained today for you!
Scripture references are from the NIV.

The Perfect Age
Written by Lynn Batchelder, York Beach, Maine
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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An Age of Grace
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the first three pages of the Bible study for attendees.]
Opening Prayer
Start the study by reading Psalm 71:17-19 as a prayer: O God, from my youth you have taught
me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not
forsake me, until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all those to
come. Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. Amen.
Opening
“Youth is wasted on the young.” “Age before beauty.” “I’m not as young as I used to be.”
“Aging gracefully.” What other age-related phrases do you hear often? Which have you said
yourself? Our culture seems to be consumed with the aging process. Why do you think that is?
What kinds of messages can Christians give about living life at any age?
Activity
Quiz time: On a sheet of paper (maybe off to the margin), briefly answer the following questions
with your opinions. How old is old? How young is young? What do you consider to be the
perfect age? Now, think about this: Would your answers be different if you were
twenty years older? How about twenty years younger?
Reflection
Read about the following women. Describe who they were. What tasks were they called to do?
You may want to select only a few or divide the passages into groups, if time is limited.
Sarah (Genesis 17:15-21) ___________________________________________________
Miriam (Genesis 2:1-10; Numbers 26:59) ______________________________________
Naomi (Ruth 1:1-5, 15-18; 4:13-17) ___________________________________________
Mary (Luke 1:26-38) _______________________________________________________
Anna (Luke 2:36-38) _______________________________________________________
Lydia (Acts 16:11-15) ______________________________________________________
When describing these biblical servants of God, did you note their ages? If not, take time to do
that now. How old do you think each of these women was during the passages given? Further
consider this: How may their age have seemed beneficial to their task? Could their ages have
been considered an obstacle somehow?
Sarah (Genesis 17:15-21) ____________________________________________________
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Miriam (Genesis 2:1-10; Numbers 26:59) _______________________________________
Naomi (Ruth 1:1-5, 15-18; 4:13-17) ____________________________________________
Mary (Luke 1:26-38) ________________________________________________________
Anna (Luke 2:36-38) ________________________________________________________
Lydia (Acts 16:11-15) _______________________________________________________
Now, think about the stages of life you have already encountered. How has God used you at each
stage? What are ways you may serve Him in the future?
In Job 12:12-13, we read, “Wisdom is with the aged, and understanding in length of days. With
God are wisdom and might; He has counsel and understanding.”
What is one blessing that often comes with age? From whom does this blessing come?
__________________________________________________________________________
In 1 Timothy 4:11-12, Paul tells Timothy, “Command and teach these things. Let no one despise
you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in
purity.”
Why would youth be something to “despise” in a young believer? How could it be an asset for
young people to set a Christian example? ________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Read Jesus’ promises to us in Revelation 22:12-14: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and
the last, the beginning and the end.” Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may
have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates.
Think about God’s timeline. Who is “the beginning”? Who is “the end”? Thanks to the Alpha
and Omega, how long will our lives be? Reflect on how that changes our perspective on age.
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
We can do our sisters in Christ a disservice by not considering them for a task due to age – any
age! Women who are bedridden can be prayer warriors and amazing examples of Christian
patience. Women who are just entering adulthood can provide insight on how to reach a new
generation as well as enthusiasm to serve with new ideas. Women in all stages in between can
use their unique combinations of experience, time, and energy to provide service to the Lord and
His people.
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Faith Talk
(If time is growing short, choose one of the following three paragraphs. Save the others for
reflection at home.)
What gifts can younger people bring to the Church? What gifts can older people bring to the
Church? What can a mother to grade-schoolers contribute? What can a new grandma contribute?
Look around your group. Is there a gap somewhere in the ages of the people in the room? Why
do you think this is? Try to reach out to women of this age group. How can you help them? What
ideas do they have for your group? How can you be more available to more women?
How does your current stage in life enable you to serve in special ways? Think of the next stage
of life you will likely encounter. How will you be able to serve the Lord then?
Closing
The women in the Bible study list above were all loved by their heavenly Father. Some of them
were happy with their stage in life. Others were not. All of them experienced God’s grace and
learned of His perfect timing in their lives. Thanks to our loving Savior, every age we experience
is an age of grace – where we experience the forgiveness of Jesus and share the Good News of
that grace with those around us.
Closing Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for loving us, Your daughters, no matter our ages! Thank You
for giving us eternal life through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Enable us to use our time on earth to
serve You and our brothers and sisters in Christ in every age and stage we experience. We pray
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

An Age of Grace
Written by Lisa M. Clark, St. Louis, Missouri
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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An Age of Grace
Bible Study – Leader’s Guide
Opening Prayer
Start the study by reading Psalm 71:17-19 as a prayer: O God, from my youth you have taught
me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not
forsake me, until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all those to
come. Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. Amen.
Opening
“Youth is wasted on the young.” “Age before beauty.” “I’m not as young as I used to be.”
“Aging gracefully.” What other age-related phrases do you hear often? Which have you said
yourself? Our culture seems to be consumed with the aging process. Why do you think that is?
What kinds of messages can Christians give about living life at any age?
This opening is meant to introduce the theme. Women may want to think about the answers
silently. Encourage participation if it is provided, but don’t let the conversation here overshadow
the rest of the Bible study time.

Activity
Quiz time: On a sheet of paper (maybe off to the margin), briefly answer the following questions
with your opinions. How old is old? How young is young? What do you consider to be the
perfect age? Now, think about this: Would your answers be different if you were twenty years
older? How about twenty years younger?
Again, don’t force out-loud sharing; be careful that this does not become a time to target any
particular age for criticism. Instead, it can open the doors to empathy if women are comfortable
offering their thoughts.

Reflection
Read about the following women. Describe who they were. What tasks were they called to do?
You may want to select only a few or divide the passages into groups, if time is limited.
Sarah (Genesis 17:15-21) Sarah wanted to be a mother for decades, but she did not expect it to
happen when she was ninety-one years old! This, however, was the Lord’s plan for her.

Miriam (Genesis 2:1-10; Numbers 26:59) As a young girl, Miriam watched for the well-being of
her brother Moses, whom God would later use to bring His people out of Egypt.

Naomi (Ruth 1:1-5, 15-18; 4:13-17) Naomi thought her life was over when she lost her husband
and adult sons, but she later became a nurse to her grandson, Obed.

Mary (Luke 1:26-38) Mary was likely a young teenager when she learned of her role as an
unwed mother to the Son of God. This would be daunting at any age!

Anna (Luke 2:36-38) Anna lived most of her long life as a childless widow; she served the Lord
at the temple in continual prayer and worship. She was one of the first witnesses of baby Jesus,
and she spread the Good News to all who were looking for the Messiah.
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Lydia (Acts 16:11-15) We are not certain of Lydia’s age, but she was a wealthy working woman,
a seller of purple goods. She and her household were baptized, and she showed hospitality to
Paul and Silas.

When describing these biblical servants of God, did you note their ages? If not, take time to do
that now. How old do you think each of these women were during the passages given? Further
consider this: How may their age have seemed beneficial to their task? Could their ages have
been considered an obstacle somehow?
Sarah (Genesis 17:15-21) See above for help. Further discussion about age and roles may vary.
These women were different ages with different life situations, but God loved them all and used
them all in special ways.

Miriam (Genesis 2:1-10; Numbers 26:59)
________________________________________________________________________
Naomi (Ruth 1:1-5, 15-18; 4:13-17)
________________________________________________________________________
Mary (Luke 1:26-38)
________________________________________________________________________
Anna (Luke 2:36-38)
________________________________________________________________________
Lydia (Acts 16:11-15)
________________________________________________________________________
Now, think about the stages of life you have already encountered. How has God used you at each
stage? What are ways you may serve Him in the future?
This can be a meditative question again, but women can witness to one another of God’s care
in their lives.

In Job 12:12-13, we read, “Wisdom is with the aged, and understanding in length of days. With
God are wisdom and might; He has counsel and understanding.”
What is one blessing that often comes with age? From whom does this blessing come?
Wisdom and understanding can come with age; these gifts are ultimately from God. Those who
exhibit wisdom and understanding can be wonderful, loving role models for Christians of all
ages.

In 1 Timothy 4:11-12, Paul tells Timothy, “Command and teach these things. Let no one despise
you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in
purity.”
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Why would youth be something to “despise” in a young believer? How could it be an asset for
young people to set a Christian example?
Inexperience or a difference in interests may be reasons some people may not be kind to
younger adults. Enthusiasm and new ideas may be assets young people can bring to the
church. Young adults who witness to a Christian lifestyle can be powerful influences in the
surrounding culture.

Read Jesus’ promises to us in Revelation 22:12-14: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and
the last, the beginning and the end.” Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may
have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates.
Think about God’s timeline. Who is “the beginning”? Who is “the end”? Thanks to the Alpha
and Omega, how long will our lives be? Reflect on how that changes our perspective on age.
Our God is timeless. Jesus is eternal. When we remember that we will live forever, a onehundred-year-old seems very young! We can then be motivated to make our time on earth full of
love and witness to our neighbors, that they may live forever with their Savior too.

We can do our sisters in Christ a disservice by not considering them for a task due to age – any
age! Women who are bedridden can be prayer warriors and amazing examples of Christian
patience. Women who are just entering adulthood can provide insight on how to reach a new
generation as well as enthusiasm to serve with new ideas. Women in all stages in between can
use their unique combinations of experience, time, and energy to provide service to the Lord and
His people.
Faith Talk
(If time is growing short, choose one of the following three paragraphs. Save the others for
reflection at home.)
The answers below will vary for each group. The goal of this talk is to help women understand
and appreciate those of different ages. Guide discussion so that it focuses on ways to reach out
– not single out – and connect with women who may currently be overlooked.

What gifts can younger people bring to the Church? What gifts can older people bring to the
Church? What can a mother to grade-schoolers contribute? What can a new grandma contribute?
Look around your group. Is there a gap somewhere in the ages of the people in the room? Why
do you think this is? Try to reach out to women of this age group. How can you help them? What
ideas do they have for your group? How can you be more available to more women?
How does your current stage in life enable you to serve in special ways? Think of the next stage
of life you will likely encounter. How will you be able to serve the Lord then?

An Age of Grace – Leader’s Guide
Written by Lisa M. Clark, St. Louis, Missouri
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Who? Me?
Sketch
[Please provide: four actresses; four copies of the sketch for the actresses.]
Characters:
Linda – age 50 – middle-aged mother
Wanda – age 80 – grandmother
Megan – age 19 – teenager in college
Liz – age 30 – young mother of twins
Props: Four chairs
Setting: Scene takes place in the church fellowship hall at an LWML planning meeting.
[Linda, Wanda, and Megan are seated. Liz is off stage left.]
Linda: Well, it’s 10:05, so I think we should get this meeting started.
Wanda: Where’s Liz? Isn’t she on the planning committee, too?
Megan: She’s here somewhere. I saw her when I came in. She was taking one of the twins into
the bathroom. Tristin, I think. Or maybe it was Tyler. I can never tell them apart.
Wanda: Oh dear, you mean she brought her children with her? You know this means we won’t
get anything done. Those two boys are such a handful. Now in my day, we wouldn’t think about
disrupting a meeting with –
Linda: [interrupting] Now, now, Wanda, times have changed and so do people. I’m sure you
don’t do everything the same way you did 50 years ago.
Wanda: Well, that’s true. Nowadays it takes me twice as long to do half as much! But I suppose
I should just be glad I’m still able to be here. As long as I can be useful, I want to serve my Lord.
Linda: That’s the spirit!
Liz: [enters, rushed] Sorry I’m late. Did I miss anything?
Megan: Not yet. Where are the boys?
Liz: Are you kidding? They’re way too active to sit still for a meeting. Sandy is watching them
in the nursery.
Wanda: I was just saying –
Linda: [interrupting] – that we should get started planning this year’s Winter Blitz.
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Megan: I know I’m new to all of this, but what exactly is a Blitz anyway?
Linda: It’s the annual fundraiser our church does to help support our mission projects.
Typically, the LWML serves Sunday dinner followed by a short program and bazaar.
Liz: We have to come up with a theme. Something festive and full of pizzazz.
Wanda: And plan the meal, of course. And none of that tofu stuff we tried last year. That was a
disaster!
Linda: We also organize the program and bazaar.
Liz: And coordinate the advertising so we get people to come.
Megan: Wow! That sounds like a lot of work for just the four of us.
Linda: Oh it’s not just us. We have all the ladies in LWML helping us. We just get things
organized and then find people to help serve. Anyone who wants to can help. Young or old –
we’ll take them all!
Megan: That’s a relief! I was beginning to wonder what I had gotten myself into!
Liz: Well, I for one am glad you’re on the planning committee.
Megan: Who? Me? I don’t even know what I’m doing.
Liz: We need a fresh perspective and some new ideas. You’re the perfect age for that!
Linda: Has anyone thought of a theme for this year?
Liz: I’ve been thinking about “Snow Daze.” It sounds like the vacation days from school but it
would be spelled D-A-Z-E. What do you think?
Megan: I think it sounds like a lot of fun! I always loved snow days.
Wanda: How did you spell that again? With a Z? My spelling teacher, Miss Baxter, would have
a fit over the use of improper spelling, but I guess if you all like it, I won’t stand in your way.
Linda: “Snow Daze” it is then! Now, how about the menu?
Wanda: I think we should keep it simple. Something like chicken noodle soup always tastes
good. And a nice Jell-O salad, but not the kind with carrots. That never goes well. And of course,
bars. There. That takes care of the meal.
Megan: Umm. I don’t know how to say this, but that doesn’t sound very festive.
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Wanda: What?! I suppose you prefer tofu?
Megan: No, but do you know what I really love to eat in the winter? Your homemade cinnamon
rolls! They’re just fabulous, Wanda. Maybe you could make some for the Snow Daze!
Wanda: Who? Me?
Liz: You wouldn’t have to make them all. There must be other older women who make
homemade rolls.
Wanda: The word is experienced, my dear. Yes, there are a number of women who have the
gift of baking bread. Alice Lemon is one; Sandra Slattery is another. Then there’s Hildegard
Hanover …
Linda: Okay, write down the names of all those women you know who bake cinnamon rolls.
We’ll call each one and ask them to volunteer. Now, what else do we serve with the rolls?
Liz: How about chili? That’s always a winter favorite and we could serve sliced apples to keep
things simple, like Wanda suggested.
Linda: Great idea! We should probably add crackers, cheese, and a relish tray. That’s all easy to
do.
Megan: You know, I think people would buy cinnamon rolls to take home. You could sell the
extras or even take orders and deliver them the following Sunday.
Wanda: What about my dinner rolls? They would probably sell well, too.
Megan: And we could call them Snowball Rolls.
Linda: Another great idea!
Liz: I know I would like to have homemade dinner rolls in my freezer. What a help that would
be to me. And I would be helping support the mission project at the same time.
Megan: We could sell batches of hot cocoa mix, too. The girls in the dorm at college always
keep a stash on hand.
Linda: Maybe we could put together college care packages to sell. We could include hot cocoa
mix, marshmallows, and maybe an LWML mug.
Wanda: What about some LWML Jeans Gems or some other devotion? College kids need to
keep grounded in God’s Word and it’s our job to nurture them even when they are far away.
Linda: Wonderful! I really love how this is all coming together.
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Megan: Yeah! Who knew that four people so different in ages could work together to come up
with ideas that everyone likes. That’s pretty amazing when you think about it.
Liz: That’s what happens when you work together to serve God. He’s the One who makes this
all happen you know.
Wanda: That’s right. He never stops using us, no matter what our age.
Linda: Or where we are in life. God always has work for us to do to further the kingdom.
Liz: You know what else is amazing? Linda’s gift for poetry. Why don’t you write a special
Snow Daze poem for us? You can read it as part of the program.
Linda: Who? Me? I don’t know. I’m so busy right now helping my daughter plan her wedding.
Liz: Maybe you need a break from wedding plans and a little time with God’s Word to inspire
you.
Wanda: I agree. There’s nothing as refreshing as reading Scripture. I believe it’s Psalm 51 that
says, Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow
(Verse 7, NIV).
Liz: That’s perfect for Snow Daze! Let’s read that passage during the program.
Megan: Wow! You really know your Bible, Wanda.
Wanda: That’s what happens when you read and study God’s Word for as long as I have. It
eventually sinks in deep and stays put. Then it comes to mind when I need it. Again, that’s the
work of the Holy Spirit alive and well. And you know something, Megan, the older I get, the
more I realize just how much there is still to learn about our God. Sometimes it really puts me in
a daze to think about it.
Megan: Snow Daze, you mean. You ought to share that faith story during the program. It’s
awesome.
Linda: Our time is running out and we still need to discuss publicity. Any thoughts on that? How
about you, Liz? Do you have any artistic inspiration?
Liz: Who? Me? I don’t know. I haven’t done much painting since the twins were born. I don’t
even have time to check out any craft ideas on Pinterest.
Megan: What about the twins? Don’t they like to draw? I think a child’s drawing of a snowman
or snowflakes would be great for a poster.
Wanda: What is the mission project we are supporting? Isn’t it digging wells somewhere?
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Linda: That’s right. We’re bringing fresh drinking water to a village in Africa.
Megan: Maybe they could draw snowmen by a well or even holding a bucket of water.
Liz: I guess you’re never too young to start doing things for the Lord. Okay. I’ll get them to
draw something.
Megan: Good! Then I can scan the image into my computer and print out posters and labels for
the hot chocolate mix. I just got a new scanner for Christmas and the resolution is awesome.
Wanda: I’m not even sure what she just said, but it sounds good to me.
Liz: Me, too!
Linda: I think our plans are well on their way to making Snow Daze a big success. If only my
daughter’s wedding was this easy to plan!
Wanda: Just enjoy it. Before you know it she’ll be gone and planning a wedding for her own
daughter.
Liz: Life certainly does move in stages. Sometimes I wonder what the perfect age actually is.
Megan: Well, I think you are all at the perfect age and I can’t wait to be just like each one of
you. Thanks for teaching me more about serving God. And, Wanda, do you think you can also
teach me how to bake those cinnamon rolls?

Who? Me?
Written by Kristin Kaldahl, Spencer, Iowa
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Important Connections
Devotion
Connecting with people is important in today’s world. We feel that we have to stay connected
through our cellphone, tablet, or computer – checking in every day, or even every hour. We are
much more involved in the lives of people, both near and far, today than a generation ago. Back
then, a letter or a long-distance phone call rarely came daily, and almost never hourly!
Jesus knew how to connect with people in His day, too. He was capable of healing people with a
word across long distances. Yet, when a leper knelt before Him and said, “Lord, if you will, you
can make me clean,” Jesus said to him, “I will; be clean” (Matthew 8:2-3). And then He reached
out and touched the “untouchable.” Imagine how much it meant to a leper for someone to touch
him. Who knows how long it had been since he had felt the warmth of human touch!
Jesus made a habit of connecting with people that others would not. He had a conversation with a
woman at a well. He called attention to her sins by telling her He knew she was living with a
man that was not her husband; yet she was drawn to Him and brought others to meet Him. He
hugged children and blessed them, at a time when children were considered little more than
property. He reclined at a table and dipped into the common bowl with tax collectors and other
“sinners,” giving the religious leaders ammunition against Him, but extending Himself to those
who needed Him most and who grew to love Him. If you feel disconnected, unloved, and
possibly untouched for days, even weeks, at a time, let Jesus hold you. He continues to connect
with us through His Word and Sacrament of Holy Communion, just as He said He would, as He
assures us in Matthew 28:20, And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
Is there someone who needs you to connect with them? Someone who needs Jesus? A danger
today is that we can connect with people with whom we do not need to connect (Do I really need
to know what Taylor Swift “tweeted” today?) while neglecting to make the connections at our
fingertips. God has intentionally placed you in your family, your church, and your community to
make connections for Him. Follow Jesus’ example. Reach out and touch someone who may
rarely be touched. Hug someone who needs a hug. Take every opportunity to connect through
conversation. Most importantly, stay connected to our Lord through the greatest love letter ever
written, the Bible, and through conversation with Him in prayer. These will provide the basis for
all your other connections.
Prayer: Dear Lord, help us traverse this world of constant connections. Guide us to discern
between the connections that need to be made and those that are better left disconnected. Open
our eyes to see Your children who are near to us, and those at a distance with whom You want us
to connect. Then, give us the desire and the ability to extend ourselves to them for You. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

Important Connections
Written by Kris Osler, Andover, Kansas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Women with Jesus
at the Cross and the Tomb
Bible Study
[Please provide: musical accompaniment; Bibles, hymnals, and copies of the Bible study for
attendees.]
Beginning with Ash Wednesday and for 40 days following, we are in the period of the church
year called Lent. It is a time to remember the suffering, death, and burial in preparation for the
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As we approach and journey through Lent, let
us focus on the women who were present when Jesus was crucified on Calvary and later at His
tomb.
Let us begin with prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, be with us as we study Your Word, meditating
upon those women who were near You at the cross and the tomb. In Your holy name. Amen.
Sing “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LSB 425 or 426, TLH 175, LW 114 or 115
I. Standing Near the Cross – read John 19:25-27
• Four women are mentioned:
o Mary, the mother of Jesus
o His mother’s sister – tradition holds this is Salome, mother of James and John,
the sons of Zebedee
o Mary, the wife of Clopas – the only time she or Clopas are mentioned
o Mary Magdalene
The women took a risk by being present at the cross. It took courage for them to stand there in
the midst of the hatred and ridicule. Their attendance was intended to encourage Jesus.
Jesus’ mother, Mary, is experiencing what Simeon had predicted years before in Luke 2:35. As
she stood there, her grief must have been nearly unbelievable. How did she survive, watching her
son die before her eyes? Sometimes our hearts break when our children suffer or experience
pain. Like Mary, how can we demonstrate concern for our child(ren)?
Jesus had delivered Mary Magdalene from demons (Mark 16:9, Luke 8:2). She had an attitude of
gratitude and showed it by using her resources to assist Jesus in His ministry. She may have been
a single woman as she had the time and resources to travel with the disciples.
Gratitude is not part of fallen human nature; it’s a behavior that must be learned. How can we
have a spirit of gratitude? (Focus on God, not self; be grateful for even small things and even in
the midst of suffering.)
II. Watching From a Distance
A. At the cross – read Matthew 27:55-56 or Mark 15:40-41
• Women mentioned:
o Many women
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o Mary Magdalene
o Mary, mother of James the younger and Joses (ESV calls him Joseph)
- She followed Jesus and cared for His needs.
- Her son, James, was one of the twelve disciples.
- She was married to a man name Alphaeus (Luke 6:15).
- She had another son, Matthew, who was a disciple (Mark 2:14).
o Salome, mother of Zebedee’s sons James and John
How did Salome feel as she saw Jesus hanging there, especially after asking Him for
special favors for her sons earlier?
Did anyone notice where these women were standing? They were watching from a
distance, whereas earlier, some of them were near the cross when Jesus had spoken to His
mother.
B. At the tomb – read Mark 15:47 or Luke 23:55-56
• Two women mentioned:
o Mary Magdalene
o Mary, the mother of Joses and Joseph
They came to see where Jesus was laid. That was important as the body had to be
prepared with spices for burial. The women were “watching,” first at the cross and then at
the tomb.
What can we do as we watch and wait for our Lord’s return? (Remain in the Word,
partake of the Lord’s Supper, be diligent in prayer for others and ourselves, use our time
and talents for His glory) Look for specific ways this week to enhance your “watching”
for the Lord.
III. At the Empty Tomb – read Mark 16:1 or Luke 24:10
• Women mentioned:
o Mary Magdalene
o Mary, mother of James
o Salome, mother of disciples, James and John
- John was known as the Beloved and wrote the Gospel of John, Letters of 1,
2, and 3 John, and Revelation.
- Tradition says Salome was Mary’s sister so she would be Jesus’ aunt.
These women were last at the cross, first at the tomb. What would be the emotions of these
women as they beheld the empty tomb? Did they come to the tomb expecting to see Jesus
alive? How has your faith upheld you in times of distress?
Do you remember to thank the Lord for keeping your faith strong in difficult times?
IV. The Report – read Luke 24:9-11
• Women mentioned:
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o Mary Magdalene
o Susanna
o Joanna, who was a follower of Jesus (Luke 8:1-3)
- She helped to support Jesus out of her own means.
- She had experienced healing at Jesus’ hand.
- She was married to Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household.
o Mary, the mother of James
o Other devout women
Sharing the good news of the resurrection was the first thing on their minds.
Think of someone you can share the Good News with this week.
V. Appearances
• One woman mentioned – read John 20:11-18
o Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9)
- Characterized by some as a prostitute, the Bible says only that Jesus cast out
seven demons from her.
- Her response to grace from God was to follow Him.
- She called Him, Rabboni – teacher, master, the strongest expression of
reverent love.
• Many – read Matthew 28:8-10
o The other women
Jesus’ first two appearances after the resurrection were to His women followers. Given the lowly
position of women in society in Jesus’ day, what does His appearance to women first say about
His understanding of the importance of women? How does that relate to you as a woman today?
How has God’s grace affected your life? How can you give thanks to the Lord for the grace He
has bestowed upon you?
These faithful women were honored for their devotion. They came and saw, and then went and
told. We, too, are invited to “come and see,” but this is always followed by “go and tell.”
Let us pray: Lord Jesus, thank You for our salvation procured for us by Your death and
resurrection. May we use this Lenten season to meditate upon Your passion, and then rejoice at
the news of Your resurrection on Easter Sunday. Be with each of us this day; guard and protect
us at all times. In Your life-giving name we pray. Amen.
Sing “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LSB 425, TLH 175, LW 114 or 115
or “My Song Is Love Unknown” LSB 430, LW 91
or “Were You There” LSB 456, LW 505
Women with Jesus at the Cross and the Tomb
Written by Kathy Johnson
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Revised by Christian Resources Editors, 2015
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Bloom and Grow!
Devotion
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).
Edelweiss, Edelweiss Every morning you greet me
Small and white clean and bright You look happy to meet me
Blossom of snow may you bloom and grow Bloom and grow forever
Edelweiss, Edelweiss Bless my homeland forever.*
*Words and tune: Rodgers and Hammerstein

Congratulations if you were able to read those words without singing them or hear them as they
were read to you without hearing the tune from “The Sound of Music.” Please take some time to
think of the significance of the small, white, snow-like flower called Edelweiss.
Edelweiss covers many of the higher areas in mountainous regions of Europe. It does not have a
long life, but spreads its seed to produce more and more plants and flowers. The leaves of
Edelweiss are soft and almost wooly feeling to the touch. The center of each bloom has yellowcolored flowerets.
So when are we, as Christians, like Edelweiss? It is our intention to walk on the higher ground as
we model God’s love and His expectations for His children. When we are soft and “wooly” by
showing care and compassion, our families, churches, and communities take note. As flowers
drop their seeds, so the Holy Spirit plants seed in us. As these seeds are nurtured and grow into
beautiful plants, so we are fed and strengthened on God’s Word and the blessed Sacrament of
Holy Communion as He has called us to be His through the water and Word of Holy Baptism.
We can also feed the faith of those around us, no matter how old or new that faith may be.
The center, yellow-colored flowerets remind us of the opportunity we have to let God’s light
shine to us and then through us to those with whom we come in contact. Obviously, the fact that
this small flower is white has some connections as well. We are white as snow because of the
crimson blood of Jesus. Our sins are gone. We are free. While we may still live surrounded by
sin as well as add to the sin in our world, we are also forgiven children of the Lord. We are
washed clean in His eyes and given eternal life in heaven with all the saints who have gone
before us.
So, bloom and grow. Be in the Word so that the seeds of modeling God’s love that you drop are
pure, strong, and seen by others.
Prayer: Dear Lord, You have created us to share Your love and Your Word with those around
us. Help us to be bold and bright so that we attract others to You. Move us to bloom and grow so
our lives glorify You. In the holy name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.
Bloom and Grow!
Written by Katy Gifford, Falls City, Nebraska
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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A New Spring Wardrobe
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
In the spring, new fashions fill magazines and advertisements, tempting us to open our
pocketbooks to wear the latest trends and colors. No one wants to be wearing the wrong,
yesterday style or passé design. Television programs are filled with advice suggesting how to
update homes, yards, hairstyles, and wardrobes. One successful show, What Not to Wear,
completed a ten-year run on a cable network before ending in 2013. The premise of the show
was to have friends and family nominate someone for a fashion make-over. The nominee
surrendered her entire existing wardrobe to the producers of the show and was given thousands
of dollars to spend on new clothes and guidelines to use when shopping. Very few ever refused
the opportunity to make the change.
Do you ever feel that someone might nominate you for a spiritual make-over? Are you living in a
worn-out, frumpy rut of Christianity? Do you need to look for new and exciting updates in your
life with Christ?
I admit I was a fan of What Not to Wear. Invariably, the main fashion offenders fell into three
categories: not wearing appropriate colors for their age or career, not finding proper styles to
present a favorable body image, and simply not wearing clothes that fit properly.
These categories can also be applied to our spiritual make-overs.
1.
Spiritual Colors
Some of us drape ourselves in constant darkness. Teens sometimes go through Goth or Emo
stages that may exude a perpetual Halloween image. There are times when the Lord clothes the
earth in darkness too. Read Isaiah 50:2-3.
“When I came, why was there no one? When I called, why was there no one to answer?
Was my arm too short to ransom you? Do I lack the strength to rescue you? By a mere
rebuke I dry up the sea, I turn rivers into a desert; their fish rot for lack of water and die
of thirst …. I clothe the sky with darkness and make sackcloth its covering.”
Dark colors represent affliction and calamity. In modern times, Queen Victoria popularized black
as a mourning color when Prince Albert died in 1861. She continued to wear black or “widow’s
weeds” until her own death in 1901. By the 1950’s, it was considered appropriate to wear
mourning black for a half year.
In Scripture, bright, rich colors symbolize deity. List all the colors associated with the Ark of the
Covenant in Numbers 4:5-12.

What colors did Solomon want in the temple when it was built? See 2 Chronicles 2:7. These
would be our jewel-tones today.
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Color is talked about as King Solomon built the temple for the Lord. It is also talked about with
Joseph, who was blessed to be second in command in all of Egypt and to save many, all the
while pointing them to his God. What joy is ours to know that, whether we enjoy wearing
brighter colors or more subdued colors, we are blessed to be able to point the people our
Heavenly Father places in our lives to Him and His great love for us in Christ Jesus. Our God is
alive! What an incredible message of light and life we have been given to share in this dark,
drab, dying world.
2. Favorable God Image
One of the aspects of finding the right outfit for you is to know your body shape. When I was in
college, my best friend and I would go clothes shopping. She was tall and thin with no curves; I
was always a candidate for a before picture in a weight-loss commercial. She would hold up an
outfit and say, “This makes me look too thin.” I would hold up something similar and say, “This
makes me look too fat.” Finding something to hide our perceived sins always seemed a
challenge.
We have sin. So, in our spiritual make-over, is it wise to try and cover up our sins? Read Isaiah
29:13-15 and 59:6.
The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their
lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught
by men. Therefore once more I will astound these people with wonder upon wonder; the
wisdom of the wise will perish, the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish." Woe to
those who go to great depths to hide their plans from the LORD, who do their work in
darkness and think, "Who sees us? Who will know?" ... Their cobwebs are useless for
clothing; they cannot cover themselves with what they make. Their deeds are evil deeds,
and acts of violence are in their hands.
Why is it necessary to confess our sins? Read James 5:13-20.

We do not necessarily want to confess our sins to the whole world, however. We can support
each other in our insecurities by following the advice in 1 Peter 4:8.
When we help each other shop for the new spiritual us, how do we proceed? Read Ephesians
4:22-24.

3.
The Perfect Fit
So what is the proper fit for us? Read Colossians 3:12-17.
What are we to “put on”? (verse 12)
How are we to wear it? (verse 13)
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How do we tie the outfit together? (verse 14)
What attitude should we have toward it? (verses 15-16)
Whom do we thank for the “new you”? (verse 17)

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for caring for me and spiritually clothing me more splendidly than the
lilies of the field. Help me reflect You as I present myself to others. In the name of our gracious
Savior. Amen.
Scripture references are from the NIV.

A New Spring Wardrobe
Written by Terri Bentley, Meridian, Idaho
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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What Shall I Do?
Devotion

[Please provide: musical accompaniment; hymnals and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Decisions are constantly in our lives; in fact, for all of us, they are ever-present. They may be as
simple as “What do I wear?” or “What shall I do today?” questions. However, some dilemmas
may be tough ones to resolve – the ones we lose sleep over while trying to determine what we
are supposed to do.
Join with your group and read Psalm 25:1-9, verse by verse. Perhaps a leader could read one
verse, and the group the next.
1

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me.
3
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly
treacherous.
4
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the
day long.
6
Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love
remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O Lord!
8
Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9
He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
2

What do you do when you are constantly mulling an important decision? Here are some
important things to remember and guide you in the journey.
1. Define the decision. Psalm 119:105: Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to
my path.
2. Obtain counsel from a trusted Christian friend, a relative, or your pastor. Proverbs 15:22:
Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed.
3. Be ready to accept and obey God’s answer! Proverbs 3:5: Trust in the LORD with all your
heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.
When situations are difficult and seem almost impossible to resolve, we need to remind
ourselves that God said “I know the plans I have for you” (Jeremiah 29:11). Through these
situations, we discover just how faithful and understanding He truly is. God will reveal His good
plans for you in His time. Sometimes it is hard to remember that God does have a plan – for you
and for me.
Read together Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, “For Everything There is a Season.”
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1

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
3
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
5
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
6
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
7
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
8
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.
2

Closing Prayer: Heavenly Father, as I seek to make decisions in my own life, so that I may go
the way You are leading me, may I always seek Your will before my own. In Jesus’ name, I
pray. Amen.
Suggested hymns:
“With the Lord Begin Thy Task” LSB 869, TLH 540, LW 483
“If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee” LSB 750, TLH 518, LW 420

What Shall I Do?
Written by Virginia Von Seggern, Orchard, Nebraska
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Dilemmas and Decisions
Bible Study

[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Most of us change homes multiple times in our lives. We start with our first move from our
parents’ house, whether we are going to college, getting married, or starting our first career.
Then there may be a transfer to another town, a need for a bigger home, downsizing emptynesters, or the addition of a vacation home in our future. Whatever the case, moves are always a
bit frantic.
There are things to eliminate (sell, toss, or give away), things to pack (ship, carry, or delegate to
the professionals), arrangements to be made with utilities and other incidentals (pets, school
records, or changing banks). Timelines are enforced. Have you sold your house? Have you found
a new one? Does it include everything on your wish list while still in your price range?
Dilemmas and decisions are flung at us faster than a major league baseball. We can choose to
duck or swing. Hiding does no good. So, we step up to the plate and bat at each situation the best
we can, hoping the Lord has everything under control for us because we are sure we do not.
These dilemmas are not new. We are not the first ones to have to pack and move into the
unknown. Read about Abram’s move in Genesis 12:1-9. Most of us do not venture very far from
home without a GPS to help guide us. We would not want to be in Abram’s sandals.
Can you imagine leaving your home and not even having an exact destination in mind? Where
does the Lord tell Abram he is going in verse 1?
But God promises Abram that he will be blessed. In fact, He stresses that to Abram multiple
times. How many times is a form of the word “bless” used in verses 2 and 3? What was the
blessing? See Luke 1:73-79. (The salvation of mankind)
If you have had the experience of a stressful move, how many people did you move? How many
people do you think Abram was moving? (verses 4-5) Remember “all they had acquired” would
include servants, laborers, children, and possibly relatives other than the named Lot. Without
modern conveniences, this would be quite an undertaking.
Abram stops at the oak of Moreh in verse 6. In Hebrew, Moreh means teacher. What happens
there (verse 7)? When we are in the middle of a tremendous undertaking, do we stop to listen to
God and worship Him? How might that change things?
Abram continues on to the hill country east of Bethel (verse 8) and builds another altar. Bethel
means house of God. Later, who else encounters God at Bethel? See Genesis 28:18-22. What is
his promise to God?
But Abram was still not to his destination. In verse 9, where is he heading?
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Abraham (earlier known as Abram) travels most of his life. He begins in “Ur of the Chaldeans”
(Genesis 11:28, 31), migrates to Haran (Genesis 11:27-32), is called to Canaan (discussed
above), sojourns to Egypt during the famine (Genesis 12:9-20), returns to Canaan (Genesis 13),
nearly sacrifices Isaac at Moriah which is possibly current day Jerusalem (Genesis 22) , and
continues until his burial near Mamre (Genesis 25:9-10).
Now, I grew up moving every couple of years, but this is still a lengthy travel itinerary before
motorization. Abraham actually never owned any of the land on which he lived and purchased
his burial place from the locals. Abraham knew his final resting place was in heaven and he was
only passing through this world.
Abraham’s life journey has lessons for us today. When we are too busy with our hectic
itineraries to spend time with God, what should we do? Read the following:
Acts 17:26-28
Proverbs 15:22-25
Colossians 3:2
Hebrew 11:8-11
It does not help to worry over the dilemmas that are thrown our way. I know that is easier said
than done. But trusting in the Lord rather than relying on our own understanding is a biblical
calling. Have faith, seek wise counsel, and move forward with the plans the Lord has made for
you.
May he grant you your heart’s desire and fulfill all your plans! May we shout for joy over
your salvation, and in the name of our God set up our banners! May the Lord fulfill all
your petitions! Now I know that the Lord saves his anointed; he will answer him from his
holy heaven with the saving might of his right hand. Some trust in chariots and some in
horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God
(Psalm 20:4-7).
Prayer: Lord, sometimes I feel like I am traveling in circles with no guidance system pointing
the way. Help me seek Your way, Lord, for my life, so that my destination is always in the arms
of Jesus. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Dilemmas and Decisions
Written by Terri Bentley, Meridian, Idaho
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Maybe Your Gift Is …
Devotion

[Please provide: copies of the devotion for attendees.]

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering
God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very
words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be glory and the power for ever
and ever. Amen.
(1 Peter 4:10-11).
Since the devotion focuses on this Bible verse, let’s read 1 Peter 4:10-11 again, but before we
do, let’s put all of this into context by remembering that the overarching gift of God that all
Christians are given is faith in our crucified and risen Savior, Jesus Christ. This gift is given to
each of us as Christ’s name is placed on each of us in Holy Baptism and we become the
children of God who have been called to be stewards of His manifold gifts. Through our
Christian witness and the use of the gifts and talents with which our Father has blessed us, we
are blessed to bring Christ to a world that is dead in sin so that many may come to saving faith
in Jesus Christ. (Reread 1 Peter 4:10-11.)
We all think that when someone gives us a gift it is for our own use, right? What if someday
you receive a beautifully wrapped box and, upon opening it, you found a gift inside for you as
well as another gift with someone else’s name on it? What would you do? Does that seem
strange to you? Well, that is exactly how God’s gifts work for us. He gives gifts for giving.
We receive a wrapped box and inside we find that the purpose of our gift is to share it with
others for the profit of all (1 Corinthians 12:7 NKJV).
Examine the beginning of our Bible verse. It starts with the phrase each one. Each one should
use whatever gift he has received. No one can say, “I don’t have any gifts, I have nothing to
offer, or I am not important.” Nor can they say that they are more important than another
believer because of the gift they have received from God. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 12:1,
Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. To be ignorant is to not
understand or know about something. Open your gift. Discover, with joy, that another gift is
inside with someone else’s name on it.
Maybe your gift is the ability to show love and patience to small children, or you can bring
order out of messes. Maybe your gift is telling others about Christ, or you are an encourager.
Maybe your gift is music, or you like to help around the church. Maybe your gift is expressing
truth in writing, or you are able to explain the Scriptures so others are able to understand.
Maybe your gift is to have great compassion, or you feel comfortable explaining to others how
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to apply Biblical truth to their lives. Maybe you love to give generously, or you find it easy to
help people complete projects or ideas they have for the good of the kingdom.
Go back to the Bible verse. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others.
The New King James Version says to “minister it one to another,” while the Revised Standard
Version says to “employ it for one another.” These gifts are unique and are to be used for a
purpose. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them (Romans
12:6).
We continue with the Bible verse. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve
others. God’s agenda is to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ
may be built up (Ephesians 4:12).
The verse continues, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. Martin Luther
once said in a sermon based on 1 Peter 4:7-11 that: “they are under obligation to serve God
with their gifts; and God is served when they employ them for the advantage and service of the
people–reforming them, bringing them to a knowledge of God, and thus building up,
strengthening and perpetuating the Church” (Martin Luther, “Sunday After Ascension Day,”
Sermons of Martin Luther, John Nicholas Lenker, ed. and trans., et al. Grand Rapids: Baker
Book House, 1983, VII:323).
The verse concludes,
If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.
If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides,
so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.
Look back to the thought of receiving a beautifully wrapped box and opening it. The first gift
you see in the box is the gift Christ has given you; the second gift with someone else’s name on
it is what you give to them as it was first given to you.
Prayer: Dear gracious Father, thank You for Your magnificent gifts that You have so
graciously given us in our Baptism, the greatest of which that gives all the rest of them their
value is our saving faith in Jesus Christ. We thank and praise You that You have blessed us
with the privilege of being Your instruments on earth. As we discover those gifts, help us to
employ them for Your kingdom of grace. Guide each moment of the day that we may recognize
and engage in those opportunities as You wish us to serve You and all people. Help us to
remember that You not only have given us gifts but also the strength to use them to Your glory.
As Saint Peter tells us, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him
be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.
Scripture references are from the NIV unless otherwise noted.

Maybe Your Gift Is …
Written by Marilyn Elvestrom, Chehalis, Washington
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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His Love, Our Love
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Think of a time when there was love all around you. If you have been to a LWML national or
district convention, you would have experienced love all around. People smiled and were
helpful, concerned, caring, and happy. They were encouraged to share the Gospel and God’s
love. They were sharing stories of love while planning acts of love. On returning home the
women shared stories of kindness, love, and caring that they had experienced, and spiritual
insights that they had gained. The women excitedly told how their love for God was going to be
shared through the funding of missions with Mite Boxes.
This is a mountain-top experience. Perhaps you have had a different mountain-top experience of
being surrounded by love that you would like to share.
After these mountain-top experiences, we come back to the valley, the everyday life where, as
the apostle John says, the whole world is under the control of the evil one (1 John 5:19b NIV). It
is more difficult to share God’s love with those who make fun of Christians; those who are
mean-spirited towards us; and those whose lives revolve around themselves. In everyday life
there are distractions and discouragements along with demands on our time and resources. We
are not always surrounded by others who encourage us to share God’s love.
How do we surround people in the “valley” with love?
Source of Love
What are some Bible verses that come to mind when you think of the source of love?
Please read 1 John 4:7-12 and 1 John 3:16.
Recite John 3:16.
What is love?
From where does love come?
How did God show His love?
Sharing Love
Knowing the source of love, with whom should we share love?
Read 1 John 3:11; Matthew 5:43-48; Matthew 22:37-39; and Luke 6:32-35.
Whom should we love?
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Tell of times when you have shown love to your neighbors.
Think of someone who is difficult for you to love. Would you like to be able to show love
toward them?
Obstacles
Now we know the source of love. We know with whom we need to share the love.
What obstacles prevent us from sharing God’s love?
Read 1 John 2:15-17. We live in the world, but what does the world value?
Read 2 Peter 2:1-3, 10b-12. In what ways might people lead you astray?
Read 1 Peter 5:8. How does the devil try to lead you astray?
Read 1 Peter 4:3-4. What are some possible reactions from others?
Read Luke 6:37-38. How does looking through our eyes differ from looking through our Father’s
eyes? How does this hinder putting our love in action?
Is it easy to share what we have with others?
Who wants to love their enemy?
How does fear stop us from sharing God’s love?
God’s Help
Despite obstacles, God, however, does not leave us without help. We know that we are not
perfect and cannot on our own overcome our imperfections.
Read 1 John 4:13-16. What help do we find in this passage to love others?
Read 1 John 4:17-21 and 2 Timothy 1:7-8. Why do we have confidence? Think of what we can
do without fear.
.
Read 1 John 5:1-5. How do we know that we have love? What encouragement do we find in this
passage?
Read the following passages and discuss what encouragement is found in each passage:
1 John 3:1, 21-22; John 14:25-27; 1 Peter 3:13-16; 1 Peter 4:19; and Hebrews 3:13.
Share other passages that give you encouragement.
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Summary
In summary:
What reason do we have to do loving deeds? Read Ephesians 5:2; 1 John 4:19; John 3:16; and
John 13:34.
Why can we do these loving deeds? Read 1 John 4:19
How do we surround others with this wonderful gift of love?

Read the following passages to learn about sharing God’s love:
Matthew 5:44; Matthew 18:5; Matthew 25:34-46; and 1 John 3:17-18.

Think of how you can put one of these Bible passages into practice this week.

We do live in the “valley” of everyday life. But we also have the “mountain-top experience” in
our daily lives as we pray, worship, study His word, partake of the Lord’s Supper, and fellowship
with others. Thanks be to God for His love.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as we live in this world, we give You thanks for Your gifts to us. We
know that we are weak. Send Your Holy Spirit to us that we can share Your love with others.
Amen.

His Love, Our Love
Written by Kathy Waite, Valparaiso, Indiana
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Love All Around
Sketch
[Please provide: two actresses; two copies of the sketch for the actresses.]
Setting the stage: Barbara, the hostess, preparing to serve coffee or tea to her friend, Suzanne,
who is seated at a small table with a tablecloth, small houseplant or centerpiece, two coffee mugs
or tea cups (LWML, if possible), spoons, sugar and creamer, plate of cookies, Bible, and coffee
carafe or tea pot.
Barbara: I’m so glad you could make time for coffee (tea) today, Suzanne. I have so much on
my mind, I just needed to talk to someone.
Suzanne: Well, Barbara, thanks for inviting me. I love visiting with you, plus, I’ve had a lot on
my mind lately, too.
Barbara: [standing] It looks like the coffee (tea) is ready. [hums tune “Love is in the Air,” while
pouring coffee (tea) into a carafe (pot)]
Suzanne: You seem cheerful today. What’s that tune you are humming?
Barbara: [brings carafe (pot) to table and pours coffee (tea)] Oh, my goodness, I didn’t even
realize I was humming! It was “Love is in the Air.” There is a young woman, Emily, at church
who is getting married in July, and her mother showed me pictures of the bridesmaids’ dresses at
Bible study on Wednesday night. They were beautiful.
Suzanne: So, it made you think of love in the home?
Barbara: [picks up Bible] Well, yes, it reminded me of the verses in 1 Corinthians 13:4-12. Love
is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with
the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect
comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child,
I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a
mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have
been fully known. [lays down Bible]
Suzanne: [picks up Bible] And in verse 13 it ends So now faith, hope, and love abide, these
three; but the greatest of these is love. [lays down Bible]
Barbara: For a single woman, you seem to know this chapter pretty well!
Suzanne: And for a widow, so do you! God reminds us to live the new life in the station to
which He has appointed us.
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Barbara: We must add Emily to our prayer list. Psalm 127 is a good one to read. It says that our
homes and the families within them are God’s gift.
Suzanne: We should pray for love in the home through prayer, responsibility, and serving.
Barbara: Those are great ideas. Here, have a cookie. [passes plate] I’m sorry I didn’t have time
to make cinnamon rolls.
Suzanne: Well, I’m sorry too. I love your cinnamon rolls. But, your Snickerdoodles are good,
too. What else is on your mind?
Barbara: Thanks. It’s the news broadcasts and the newspapers. I want to keep up with what’s
going on in the world, our community, and our neighborhood, but it’s all so depressing!
Suzanne: Yes, I’ll agree with that. I hear some of these stories and I say to myself, “What will
they think of next?”
Barbara: [picks up Bible] Romans 13:1 says, Let every person be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted
by God. [lays down Bible] Believers are to honor those in authority, obey the government, and
pay their taxes, but God is the ultimate authority.
Suzanne: No doubt about it, we need to show love by thanking God for caring for us through
those He has placed in authority over us, and asking God to guide them to use their authority
according to His will, and helping us to obey them.
Barbara: Let me warm up your coffee (tea). [pours coffee (tea)] That reminds me, aren’t we
blessed to have such a wonderful pastor at our church? He surely shows a love for God and His
Word.
Suzanne: [picks up Bible] Yes, you can tell he takes Colossians 3:16-17 very seriously. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him. [lays down Bible]
Barbara: He certainly shows Word-love, people-love, and service-love. [picks up Bible] While
reading the Bible the other day, I came across Ephesians 4:15-16, Rather, speaking the truth in
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole
body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
Suzanne: Praise God! We are bound together by the truth proclaimed by our faithful minister.
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Barbara: After all, it’s all about Jesus, and God’s great love for us in that He sent His only Son
into the world, to suffer and die and be raised on the third day, to win for us salvation, and
eternal life with Him. No greater love …
Suzanne: [glances at watch] Just look at the time. I must be going. Do you have more on your
mind?
Barbara: No, I think we pretty much covered everything for right now – love all around –
including in the home, toward governmental officials, and toward pastors. How about you?
Suzanne: Thanks for the coffee and cookies. No, I had many of the same concerns, and I think
we can sum it all up by saying, as we read in 1 Peter 4:8, Above all, keep loving one another
earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. [stands to leave]
Barbara: Yes, love all around! [stands and gives Suzanne a big hug] As it says in
1 Corinthians 13:13, So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is
love.
[Both walk toward a door.]

Love All Around
Written by Jan Bloss, Berthoud, Colorado
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Woven Threads
Devotion

As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied
grace … (1 Peter 4:10).
Living in the Southwest, I have had many opportunities to see beautiful Navajo rugs. The
weaving is so tight it is almost impossible to pick out individual threads. The rug is created on a
loom with the warp threads strung vertically and the weft threads through to fill in the spaces and
create the pattern. Each individual thread is woven into a greater pattern, strengthened and
supported by both the warp and weft threads nearby. The thread’s individuality is blended into
the whole.
It can be the same in our LWML societies, zones, and districts – individuals blended into a larger
whole. Each time a new group of women gather together for Bible studies, meetings, or service
projects, a unique tapestry is created. Every woman is created by God with unique gifts and
talents, personality, strengths, and weaknesses. When we are woven together as sisters in Christ,
we strengthen each other. Woven fabric is stronger than individual threads. The beauty of each
individual is enhanced by the overall pattern. We are strong and effective when we support each
other, appreciating and encouraging women to use their gifts and talents to serve.
The warp threads in a weaving are often not the beautiful or unique threads. Many times they are
uniform in color and the more-sturdy threads. They are chosen for their strength and stability.
When the weaving is complete, those threads often become invisible. But they are still there,
holding the whole weaving together, allowing the beauty to shine. In our LWML groups we have
women who do not get the glory – they are not the flashy threads. These sometimes-quiet-butfaithful workers are the strength and invisible support for our groups. Each woman is vital to the
group and needed for the group to be complete.
What can we do to strengthen our bonds with each other? Make every effort to encourage every
woman. Challenge them to take chances and use their talents in new ways. Provide opportunities
to grow closer to God through Bible study. Schedule a variety of meeting times and activities to
include more women. Mentor younger women and encourage more-experienced women to share
their stories.
Over time, a weaving can weaken. The colors may fade and holes may appear here and there.
Outside forces such as weather and animals may tear at the fabric, but it remains intact. God
binds us together. Don’t let anything tear us apart. Respect each other’s differences and focus on
those things that are most important – being in the Word and sharing the message of God’s love
and salvation with a hurting world. That is our LWML mission.
Celebrate the diversity of the women in your group. Each new group of women, young and old,
create a new and different tapestry.
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Prayer: Dear Lord, thank You for the blessing of sisters in Christ. Help me to encourage and
support those women in my life as we share Your love with others. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

Woven Threads
Written by Debbie Yocky, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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The Pieces of Jesus’ Life
Reading
[Please provide: three readers; musical accompaniment; hymnals and copies of the words to
“We Three Kings” for attendees; three copies of the reading for the three readers.]
[This reading can be accompanied by a quilt shown in a photo on page 196; the photo of the
quilt; or blue, brown, gray, white, purple, red, green, and yellow pieces of material on a black
piece of material in the shape of a cross.]
Reader 1: Our Triune God’s eternal plan of salvation was for Jesus our Savior to live an earthly
life. Jesus, the Son of God, took on human flesh and lived a conventional, human life. The big
difference, of course – He lived it perfectly, without sin. This was necessary in order to be the
perfect sacrifice for you and for me. Does that mean life was easier for Him? Absolutely not! It
means that He had experiences just like ours which God used to piece together the perfect life, a
life that would glorify God.
The first piece of Jesus’ earthly life of which we are told is the announcement of Mary’s
conception.
Reader 2: And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son
of God …. And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word” (Luke 1:35, 38).
Reader 1: Mary, as the Holy Scriptures say, “found favor with God” (Luke 1:30) because of
His love for her. She then responded, as do we to this same love of God for us, in faithful
and loving service to Him and those He places in our lives. We will use blue to represent
that piece of Jesus’ life. It is the color of Mary’s head covering in many pictures and
Christmas plays. Blue is often considered the color of purity.
Reader 3: Mary accepted God’s announcement in faith and began a very rocky journey. Being
pregnant before marriage was not a path she would have chosen. It may actually have been some
relief to her when she and Joseph had to leave their home and travel to Bethlehem. However,
coming late in her pregnancy, it was a very inconvenient journey.
Reader 2: In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to
be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child (Luke 2:15).
Reader 3: We will use brown to represent these rocky and inconvenient paths in Jesus’ life.
We all experience times when our path is a bit rocky. It may be a journey through a job change, a
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journey through sickness, a journey through divorce, or a journey through the valley of death.
Our path may seem terribly rocky, but we cling to God and make it through that journey.
Sing: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361, TLH 647, LW 59 or 60
Reader 1: Jesus was born at the end of Mary and Joseph’s inconvenient journey. And the
situation didn’t get easier. There was no room for them at the inn, so His first bed was a manger.
Reader 2: And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn (Luke 2:6-7).
Reader 1: Yes, the Savior of the World, the King of Kings, the Alpha and the Omega, God
Himself, did not have anything but a manger to sleep in His first night on earth. According to
historians, that manger was quite likely made out of stone. We will use gray fabric to represent
the hardness of Jesus’ life. From the beginning He had no luxuries. Some of us may be
becoming more and more familiar with “having to make do” and even as we find ourselves in
those types of situations, we know that our Heavenly Father uses even these hardships “for the
good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28
NIV).
Sing: “Away in a Manger” LSB 364 or 365, LW 64
Reader 3: While resting in that manger, Jesus received His first visitors – shepherds.
Reader 2: When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger (Luke 2:15-16).
Reader 3: Those first visitors were representative of the kind of people with whom Jesus
would spend time throughout His life – unpopular people. No one wanted to associate with
shepherds. They smelled like sheep. They spent most of their time alone with no one to talk
to but the sheep. They were generally shunned by society. But they were the first to be told
of the arrival of the Savior of the world.
Sing: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” TLH 109, LW 70
Reader 3: Throughout Scripture, God demonstrates a love for the common people. He often uses
them and us in mighty ways. Do you remember how the shepherds responded to meeting Jesus?
How do you respond to the good news that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior, born that first
Christmas evening, laid in a manger, and worshipped by the shepherds?
Reader 2: And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them (Luke 2:
17-18).
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Reader 3: Having received the Good News from the angel (that the Prophets had foretold
throughout all of Old Testament history), having laid their eyes on the Messiah, these shepherds
now spread the Good News! We will use white fabric to represent the fact that through Holy
Spirit given faith in this little One who is laid in a manger, who would live a perfect life, die
on the cross of Calvary, be raised to life again on the third day, and ascend into heaven to
one day return for us, we are forgiven of all of our sins and given, already now, eternal life.
As we go through our lives, as we face lonely times and feel we’re not worth much, Jesus
comforts us and gives us the encouragement we need as He assures us that He is our Good
Shepherd, who loves us unconditionally, accepts us as we are, and comforts us as we go through
the trials and tribulations of this life, just as did the shepherds of His day.
Reader 1: The next visitors mentioned in Jesus’ life were the wise men, also called the Magi.
They came from the east seeking the new King.
Reader 2: And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to
rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. (Matthew 2:9-11).
Reader 1: The Magi came with great gifts and they were allowed to present them to Jesus. Mary
and Joseph accepted the gifts. Later in life, Jesus accepted help and hospitality from others. He
enjoyed the hospitality of Mary and Martha in their home. He was willing to take the lunch
offered by a small boy to feed the five thousand. Did He really need the boy’s lunch to do that?
Of course not. But just imagine how that young boy felt watching what Jesus did with his
offering! I am sure he felt very special as the King of kings and Lord of lords accepted and used
what he had to offer. We will use purple, the color of royalty, to represent Jesus’ kingship,
rejoicing in the fact that He is willing to use what we have to offer for the good of the
Kingdom, both here on earth and for eternity in heaven. Think for a moment about what a
gift it is that we give to others when we accept what they offer to us instead of saying “It is not
important” or “I don’t need it”. As we say those things, we are saying to them that what they
have to offer is of little or no value and we take away from them the joy of giving.
Sing: “We Three Kings” or as an alternate, LSB 397, “As with Gladness, Men of Old”
Reader 3: Jesus had a relative named John the Baptist. They were cousins, and in their adult
lives they were friends and coworkers in God’s kingdom. When King Herod had John the Baptist
beheaded, Jesus lost his friend. Scripture tells us of His reaction.
Reader 2: And his disciples came and took the body and buried it, and they went and told Jesus.
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself
(Matthew 14:12-13).
Reader 3: Scripture tells us that Jesus was deeply affected by John’s death. He felt the need to
be alone in His grief. We will use red to represent this difficult time in Jesus’ life. He has
experienced the pain of losing someone He loved. These types of times can lead us to question
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God’s plan in our lives. How can He possibly use this heartbreaking time for good? Why did He
allow this to happen? The answers to those questions are not for us to know. For now, we can be
assured that the experience will be used by God for our good.
Reader 1: I can’t imagine there’s anyone here who wouldn’t be thrilled to meet our Lord. I
picture Him as someone who would make me feel good just being near Him. But many in Jesus’
life didn’t understand Him. They thought He was a rebel. They did not want Him around.
Reader 2: And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head” (Luke 9:58).
Reader 1: Jesus knew that the work of being a disciple would be difficult and that they would
face many tough situations. He knew first-hand the difficulties that His disciples would face
since He was in every way just like us, yet without sin. He knew that following Him was not
easy. He knew that then, like today, there would be rejection, even at times by friends and
family, because of what we believe. We’re told that even Jesus’ family was skeptical of Him and
thought He had gone overboard. Knowing all of this, as their loving Rabbi and friend, He wanted
them to be prepared.
Reader 2: And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is
out of his mind” (Mark 3:21).
Reader 1: Jesus understands what it is to be misunderstood and to feel like an outsider. So
during those times when we don’t feel like we fit in, when we’re tempted to feel jealous of those
on the “inside,” we’ll remember the green fabric in Jesus’ life.
Sing: “What Child Is This?” LSB 370, LW 61
Reader 1: So when we feel a little “green” with envy, we’ll remember how Jesus makes
everyone feel welcome and how, like the pine trees of the forest, He stands tall and true for all
who call upon Him.
Reader 3: Being a friend of Jesus must have been an awesome experience! I have often thought
of what it must have been like to talk with Him, to listen to Him teach, and to share a laugh with
Him. It’s hard to understand how a friend of His could betray Him like Judas did.
Reader 2: Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on.
See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be
going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with
swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given
them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” And he came up to Jesus at once
and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came
to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him (Matthew 26: 45-50).
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Reader 3: What could Judas have been thinking? Why would he do such a thing? Of course, our
first response is always, “greed.” But I think, too, that he was a coward. He was afraid to trust
God to provide for his needs, so, as we’re told in Scripture, he stole from the treasury and he
betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver. But Judas wasn’t the only friend who didn’t always behave
as a loyal friend to Jesus.
Reader 2: Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said,
“This man also was with him.” But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” And a
little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I
am not.” And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this
man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you
are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed (Luke
22:56-60).
Reader 3: Unfortunately, there are times in our lives when we are afraid to trust God, too. We
don’t think we can trust Him with our lives. In some social situations, we are afraid to mention
that we know Jesus and that He is the only way to heaven. We are cowards. Yet, Jesus loves us.
We will use yellow for the times in our lives when we are cowards. The yellow will remind us
that, though we are weak, God’s strength will shine through. His love for us shines like the
brilliance of the sun, which cannot be hidden. Remember how He lovingly used Peter’s denial
and restoration by Jesus to help Peter grow into one of the boldest witnesses ever for Christ!
Sing: “Love Came Down at Christmas” LW 46
Reader 1: We now come to the saddest, most tragic day of Jesus’ life. None of us has suffered a
day like this, but many of us have suffered through something that we feel is as close to going
through hell as we ever want to be. We often ask, “Where is God?” “How could He let
something like this happen?” “Why?”
Reader 2: “My God, My God, Why have you forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46)
Reader 1: We will use black fabric to represent that dark day in Jesus’ life. When we look at
it, we’ll remember that Jesus lived through a time when His Father and ours, rejected Him,
turned His back on Him, literally could not look upon Him as Jesus did not just carry our sins to
the cross, but became sin for us. As we will see again in a minute in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “God
made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.” Perhaps there have been times in our lives when we have felt rejected by God. Thankfully
we were not for His words of promise and assurance to us are the same as they were to Joshua
and countless other saints: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of
them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you”
(Deuteronomy 31:6 NIV). Without a doubt, we can trust Him to help us through every situation.
Sing: “Silent Night, Holy Night” LSB 363, TLH 646, LW 68
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Reader 3: We’ve talked about two very different “Silent Nights” tonight. The first is, of course,
the song’s initial purpose – telling of the beginning of Jesus’ life on earth. The second is what the
song is ultimately all about – the purpose of Jesus’ life on earth. We have spanned His lifetime
and looked at all the pieces. We can begin to see how those pieces worked together to form the
whole fabric of His life. God took each piece and shaped it as necessary to fulfill His plan for
Jesus’ life. Not all of the pieces may make sense to us, why they had to happen, even though our
Savior knew exactly what was involved in carrying out the eternal plan of salvation as through
His perfect life, death and resurrection He won for all people forgiveness of sins, life and
salvation. Without a doubt, that first Good Friday evening, Jesus’ friends and family were
bewildered, disappointed, and discouraged, but in the end, His life was just as it needed to be –
He lived perfectly so that He could be the perfect sacrifice for our sins and the sins of the whole
world.
Reader 2: For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21).
Reader 1: The following Sunday morning, when it was discovered Jesus had risen from the
dead, the pieces of His life began to make more sense. When He walked along the road to
Emmaus and explained to the two men all that had happened, and later, as He walked among His
disciples once again for a short time teaching them the final things they needed to know, the
pieces began to come together and the picture was more complete. The pieces of Jesus’ life have
come together to complete God’s perfect plan for our salvation [reveal quilt or black cross with
colored pieces of material on it]. We can see:
Reader 3: The blue that represents Mary, the Mother of our Lord, who “found favor with God”
(Luke 1:30) through His love for her.
The brown for the rocky path that she and Joseph trod to Bethlehem.
The gray represents that hard manger and the other hardships of Jesus’ life.
The white represents the forgiveness of sins and eternal life that the shepherds and all those who
know Jesus Christ as their Savior, receive through faith in Him.
The purple reminds us of Jesus the King and His willingness to accept gifts from others to be
used in the work of the Kingdom.
The red represents Jesus’ emotional pain at losing John, His friend and fellow worker in the
Kingdom.
The green represents the comfort of Jesus’ friendship when we feel like we are an outsider and
become envious of those on the “inside.”
The yellow reminds us of strength in tough times and that God’s love will shine through when
we have failed.
Reader 1: We can also see that the black has blended with all the other colors, just as a tragedy
in a life affects all areas of it. The shadow that the black made has formed a cross. This
represents how God used that tragedy in Jesus’ life for the good of all. And though tragedies in
our lives are never welcome, we, as believers, can be assured that God will give us the strength
when needed and someday, when we see the whole picture of our lives, we will understand how
they have worked in our lives.
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This quilt is not finished. I would like to say it was planned that way, but, originally, it was not.
However, I decided that it actually is better this way, because, even though Christ Jesus’ mission
is completed as He has paid the price in full to save us from sin, death and the devil, there is still
work being done in each of us each day of our lives as the Holy Spirit continues His work of
sanctification through the Means of Grace. Our work is not complete either as the time is now for
us to continue in the work that He gives and equips us to do, namely taking advantage of the
opportunities He gives to us of sharing this good news we have been studying this day as He
blesses us to be His instruments to share the good news of Jesus so that many more of the lost
and the erring can be brought into eternal fellowship with Him.
Reader 2: “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they
will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away” (Revelation 21:3-4).
Reader 1: And the beauty that He will bring then could never be captured by mere fabric!
Sing: “Joy to the World the Lord is Come” LSB 387, TLH 87, LW 53

The Pieces of Jesus’ Life
Written by Kristin Osler, Andover, Kansas
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Serve the Lord with Gladness
Devotion
Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! (Psalm 100:2)
This invitation from the psalmist is something that often gets forgotten in the rush of our daily
lives. When this happens we let our human feelings of guilt, frustration, obligation, and
weariness deprive ourselves of the gladness God wants us to have and enjoy. The Bible does say
serve the Lord with gladness. Sometimes we serve the Lord with gladness, and sometimes we
serve ourselves and the gladness is not there.
We serve the Lord with gladness in many ways. Sometimes it is necessary to watch for ways to
serve. Sometimes changing our thoughts from “I have to do this” to “I want to do this” is all it
takes. It is a matter of attitude. This attitude is shown in Matthew 25:40, when Jesus says, “as
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” When we smile at a weary
clerk in the grocery store, take cookies to a new neighbor, or offer assistance to someone in need,
we are serving the Lord. When we tell a child “we want to have devotions now” instead of “we
have to have devotions now,” that is all it takes. Nothing has changed but everything has
changed. The Lord works in our hearts.
Gladness lifts our hearts as we go about our daily lives. Serving the Lord with gladness is
desirable according to the psalmist. David often did this, but sometimes he chose to serve
himself rather than God. When that happened, the gladness left David just as it leaves us. Psalm
32 is David’s request to God for forgiveness for this failing. We, like David, sometimes serve
ourselves rather than God. Like David we can go to our Father and ask and receive forgiveness.
When we repent of our sins, partake of the Lord’s Supper, and accept the forgiveness of our sins,
the gladness returns. And this is a gladness that we can reflect to others. The more we are in the
Word through reading, Bible class, church, and the Sacraments, the easier this attitude of
gratitude becomes. Seek out opportunities to serve the Lord with gladness. As we serve others,
we serve Him.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to keep in mind the love You have given me through Your
Son, Jesus. Be with me as I live each day in the knowledge of Your gift of eternal life. Help me
share with others the joy of having a Savior. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Serve the Lord with Gladness
Written by Alice Troyke, Kimberling City, Missouri
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Seventy-Five Years Serving Our Lord
LWML Diamond Jubilee (1942-2017)
Bible Study
[Please provide: musical accompaniment; Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Serve the LORD with gladness! (Psalm 100:2 NIV)
Introduction
The LWML celebrates 75 years of faithful service in 2017. The LWML was officially founded at
a meeting July 7-8, 1942, held at St. Stephen Church in Chicago, Illinois, with delegates from 15
districts attending. The first convention followed the next year in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Seventyseven delegates from 19 districts attended the convention. The theme of that first convention was
Psalm 100:2 Serve the Lord with gladness! According to the LWML publication Women IN
Gods’ Service - WINGS, the Psalm verse was prominently featured at the convention. “It met the
eye at once on the printed convention program and booklet. It was blazoned in gold and lavender
on a large white banner above the stage in the convention hall.” The delegates quickly approved
this verse as the official motto of the LWML. It was also the theme of a poem written by
Professor E.C. Lewerenz of Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Indiana, that he dedicated to the
LWML. You are probably familiar with the words since they are set to music in the hymn “Serve
the Lord with Gladness.”
Getting into the Word
Assisting those in need has always been part of the LWML. Service has been our motto and our
mission.
Read the following verses. How are we to serve?
1. Deuteronomy 10:12 ______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
2. Matthew 20:27-28 _______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
3.1 Peter 4:8-10 ___________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
4. Colossians 3:23 _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
We are to serve with our whole hearts, acting in love and sharing the gifts God has given us with
each other.
In Acts 6:1-6, we read that the disciples were serving food to the poor and widows.
Read Matthew 25:31-46. Jesus talks about the final judgment and says when we care for the
poor, sick, hungry, and imprisoned we care for Him.
199

5. Whom are we to serve? ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Application
6. What are some of the ways LWML women serve the Lord? ______________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
7. How has that changed over the last 75 years? What has remained the same?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
The mission grants, and the projects they support, have changed but the need for our mites has
not. Millions of dollars have been gathered and distributed over the last 75 years. Each coin
placed in a Mite Box with prayer has an impact. We also serve in our local congregations and
communities by providing quilts for patients and food baskets and food pantries for the needy
and by gathering “Gifts of the Heart” at our rallies and conventions.
8. Do we serve sometimes from a sense of duty or obligation? ______________________
_________________________________________________________________________
9. Share some practical ways you keep a joyful heart while you serve. ________________
_________________________________________________________________________
10. How can we serve with gladness at all times? Read the rest of Psalm 100. Record your
thoughts about the Psalm. ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
We serve in response to God’s blessings to us.
Read Psalm 116:12 and Psalm 118:14. Write words or phrases to remember.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
We respond to God with joyful song. If we serve with our whole heart, trusting God will supply
all the strength and wisdom we need, we can do anything with a joyful heart.
Read Philippians 4:13 ______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Re-read Colossians 3:23 ____________________________________________________
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Any work that we do can be in service to God. We not only serve God in the LWML or in our
congregations, but in caring for our families and in the work we do both inside and outside the
home.
God has called us to serve and equipped us with the gifts and talents we need. He gives us the
strength and purpose. To God be the Glory!
Closing
Let us close our time together by singing “Serve the Lord with Gladness.”
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” It is He alone
Who redeemed us sinners, Guides us as His own
To enjoy the blessings Of His love and grace
Will at last in glory Meet us face to face.
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord With Gladness!” Glorify His name!
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” He gave us command
To proclaim His Gospel Now in every land
So that fellow sinners May, like us, be blest;
Leading them to Jesus, We can serve Him best.
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord With Gladness!” Glorify His name!
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” There’s no greater joy
Than to serve the Master, Work in His employ.
As we build His kingdom Angels, too, rejoice
Over every sinner Brought to hear His voice.
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord With Gladness!” Glorify His name!
Text: Prof. Ernest Lewerenz
Tune: LSB 662, TLH 658, LW 518 (Public Domain)
Prayer
Dear Lord, the women of the LWML have been faithful servants in Your kingdom for 75 years.
Thank You for the talents and gifts You have given each of us. Continue to bless the service of
the LWML and help each of us to serve with gladness. Amen.

Seventy-Five Years Serving Our Lord
Written by Debbie Yocky, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Be a Gem for Christ!
Sketch Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of LWML
[Please provide: three actresses; three copies of the sketch for the actresses. Pages 207-209
provide the three letters needed below, if you wish to print them.]
Characters:
Goldie – leader of group - (large “G” written in bold on last page of script)
Emma – energetic adult – (large “E” written in bold on last page of script)
Mabel – older adult – (large “M” written in bold on last page of script)
Props: three chairs in a row, Matthew 6:20-21 written on a piece of paper taped underneath one
chair, scrap paper for clue
Setting: Scene takes place in Jubilee Park.
Note: When the characters sit down on the park bench during the sketch, they must be in
the proper order to spell the word GEM for the audience to read. See last line of script.
[Goldie, Emma, and Mabel are all off-stage left. Goldie holds the scrap paper “clue.”]
Goldie: [enters] What an absolutely beautiful day! There’s not a cloud in the sky this morning.
Emma: You are so right! The sun is shining, the birds are singing …
Mabel: [interrupting, tired] And my dogs are barking. Do you think we can find a place to sit
and rest a bit? I’m not used to so much exercise this early in the day.
Goldie: [pointing] There’s a park bench right over there with your name on it, Mabel. Why don’t
you have a seat while I read the next clue.
[Mabel sits down in chair on the right.]
Emma: I think this treasure hunt is so much fun! Thank you again for inviting us, Goldie.
Mabel: So what are we looking for now?
Goldie: The clue says: “Take a walk through Jubilee Park anytime when it’s not dark. Look all
around and you will see a treasure of discovery.”
Mabel: That’s not very descriptive. What does a “treasure of discovery” look like, anyway?
Emma: Well, we already found the marble statue, the clock tower, and the turtle pond. Do you
think those things were part of the treasure?
Goldie: Those are all nice things, but I wouldn’t exactly call them treasure.
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Emma: Maybe it’s a treasure chest – or a bag of jewels – or something made of gold.
Mabel: It can’t be too valuable or someone would walk off with it. This has to be some kind of
treasure that’s out there for everyone to see.
Goldie: If only we knew what we were looking for!
Emma: So let’s take a look around and see what’s out there. Come on, Goldie. Have a seat.
[Goldie sits on first chair. Emma sits in middle. All three look around in different directions.]
Goldie: I see a woman and two children having a picnic over by that oak tree. Can you see them?
Emma: Yes. I see them. They’re sitting on a quilt like the ones you tie at church, Mabel.
Mabel: We tied so many quilts last month that my fingers were numb! But it’s worth it when
you know the quilts will be a comfort to others.
Goldie: That certainly is a valuable project. Okay, keep looking around for that treasure.
Emma: Hey! I see some change on the ground over there. Does that count as treasure? [stands
up and pretends to pick up some coins from floor] There’s a dime, a quarter, and three nickels.
Mabel: That’s not enough to fill a treasure chest.
Emma: No, but I can put them in my Mite Box. That’s almost like a miniature treasure chest
when you think of all the money that is raised for mission projects. [sits down in the middle
chair]
Goldie: True. Those mites do add up to a lot of dollars. The work they do all over the world is
priceless. I was just saying the other day ... [stops, suddenly speechless, and points] Would you
look at the mosaic tiles on that fountain!
Emma: It is a rather beautiful design, isn’t it?
Goldie: It’s perfect!
Mabel: Well, I wouldn’t go that far.
Goldie: I mean, it’s the perfect design for the banner I need to make for church. I’ve been trying
to come up with a pattern for weeks! And there it is sitting right in front of me. All I needed to
do was take a walk in the park.
Emma: It sounds like God put you in the right place at the right time to help you out.
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Mabel: You know, He’s always doing that with us. I know I wouldn’t get anything done without
His help. He gives me the strength to serve Him in all I do.
Goldie: You’re both right. Anything that we accomplish on this earth is all because of our Lord
Jesus who is working in our hearts. He’s the true Treasure.
Emma: And when His light shines on us, He makes us a treasure, too!
Mabel: Like when we tie quilts.
Emma: And when we gather our mites.
Goldie: And even when we make our banners. It is all just a reflection of what He has done for
us.
Mabel: You know, Goldie, I don’t think we need to keep searching for any other kind of treasure
today. We’ve already got all we need right here in Christ.
Goldie: I agree. Let’s go home. This clue was too vague anyway. [pretends to toss clue aside]
Mabel: [pretends to pick up discarded clue] You can’t just throw that on the ground. There’s a
trash can right over there. [looks at clue intently] Hey! There’s something written on the back.
Emma: You mean we were missing part of the clue? Go on! Read it, Mabel.
Mabel: It says,
“When you need to rest your feet,
Just take a look beneath your seat.
Remember all that you’ve been told.
All that glitters is not gold.”
Emma: The treasure must be under the bench!
Goldie: I can’t believe we’ve been sitting on top of it this whole time!
Emma: This place is like one great big treasure chest.
Mabel: Well, don’t just sit there. Take a look!
Emma: [hops off chair and looks underneath] There’s nothing here except for a piece of paper
stuck to the bench. [pulls paper off chair and returns to seat]
Mabel: Oh, great. Another clue.
Goldie: What does it say?
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Emma: It says, “Do not spend time searching for treasure on earth. Instead, read Matthew 6:2021: “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also” (NIV).
Mabel: See? God is at work again. He keeps seeking us out to put His treasured Word in our
hearts.
Goldie: He makes us shine like gold when we live for Him. [hold up the letter G on script)
Emma: He makes us sparkle like emeralds when we trust in Him. [hold up the letter E on script]
Mabel: And He makes us twinkle like diamonds when we serve Him. [hold up the letter M on
script]
Emma: Isn’t it great to know our true treasure awaits us in heaven! But for now we can be
content knowing that God makes each of us a sparkling gem for Christ!

Be a Gem for Christ!
Written by Kristin Kaldahl, Spencer, Iowa
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Invisible Yet Visible
Devotion
Some of the blessings of living in Idaho are the numerous and gloriously beautiful places within
driving distance of our home. On one of our not-so-frequent breaks from ministry, my husband
and I grabbed our dog, our camping supplies, and our fishing gear, and drove to the verdant
valley between Galena Pass and Stanley, Idaho. Soon we were lounging and fishing at the bank
of the Salmon River from a wonderful, shady spot under a big, feathery pine tree. Our views of
the river; the surrounding mountains; the lush, green landscape; and the blue, forever sky were
beyond description. All I could do at that moment was thank God for His amazing creation.
Suddenly, my husband pointed to the center of the river and excitedly whispered, “Look at the
size of those two fish, they are monsters!” He had caught and released several smaller trout that
day, but the glimpse of these fish caused him quickly to re-cast his line into the area of the
sighting. I have to admit that I strained my eyes, diligently searching the rocky, camouflaged
bottom of the river through the clear rushing water, but I couldn’t see what he saw – to me, these
“monsters” were invisible! Even in the excitement of the “fish hunt,” being surrounded by God’s
beauty, it wasn’t hard for me to reflect on our worldly life and God’s spiritual realm!
How often do invisible things affect our lives? During my lounging, I’d been reading and
preparing for our ladies’ Bible study from the book Coffee with the Savior by Kristen Myers.
(Concordia Publishing House, 2010) The study focused on how to develop a “best friend”
relationship with Jesus, through the Holy Spirit’s guidance, by spending time in God’s Word;
praying (conversation); relying on Him to carry our burdens; and looking to Him for forgiveness,
mercy, compassion, and redemption. Do you suppose unbelievers wonder about having a
relationship with Someone who is invisible?
Indeed our Heavenly Father took His one and only Son home, but Jesus promised He would
leave the Paraclete, the Helper, the invisible Holy Spirit to be with us so that our faith in Him,
the unseen, would be a blessing to us. Jesus said to him [Thomas], “… Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). Myers says to her readers, “How often do we
forget the unseen Holy Spirit and His encouragement? … He is always with us and encouraging
us in our faith walk and the race we run for the Lord.” Because of the Holy Spirit, our faith in
Christ Jesus becomes visible – in our actions, our love for one another, and in our witness of
Christ’s redeeming love.
Hebrews 11:1 tells us faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Faith believes God is real. The Apostle Peter wrote, Though you have not seen him, you love
him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible
and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls (1 Peter
1:8-9). So take heart, God has given us His Sacraments, His visible Word, that forgives our sins,
strengthens our faith, and gives us life and salvation.
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Prayer: Lord, please give us the eyes to see You in all things, that the invisible might be
revealed in our hearts, minds, and souls. Fill us, O Lord, with faith to trust You, and give us the
desire to have Your will be done in our lives. In Christ’s name. Amen.

Invisible Yet Visible
Written by Barb Lissow, Eden, Idaho
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Seeing and Believing
Bible Study
[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Introduction
“I’ll believe it when I see it.” We’ve heard the claims far too many times: advertisers promising
us that their products are the best; politicians promising us a far better future than we could ever
imagine if only they are elected; family and friends making promises they never intend to keep.
The world has made us skeptics. In order for us to believe something is true, we need evidence something tangible that we can see with our own eyes. If we cannot see it, and it sounds too good
to be true, it probably is.
So it was with Thomas, one of Jesus’ disciples. He heard the good news from his fellow disciples
that Jesus had risen from the dead, and that they had seen Jesus. Thomas, however, was not there
in that locked room when Jesus first appeared to them, and he refused to believe. He wanted real,
tangible proof that Jesus had actually risen from the dead. He wanted to see Jesus with his own
eyes in order to believe what the other disciples had told him.
Thomas, Doubting Thomas
In the Gospel of John, Jesus makes several prophecies about the purpose for which He came.
Read John 3:14-15, John 8:28, and John 12:27-36. What did Jesus come to do?
It is in John 11:16 that we first meet Thomas. Jesus was on His way to Bethany, where He would
raise Lazarus from the dead. Since the Judeans were seeking to kill Jesus, Thomas knew that
there was danger involved with traveling alongside Jesus to Bethany. He knew that Jesus was
likely going to die. What did Thomas say in John 11:16? Why was he willing to go with Jesus,
even though he knew the danger?
Thomas makes a second appearance in John 14. Here, Jesus speaks of His departure to go and
prepare a place in His Father’s house. However, Thomas does not understand the meaning of
Jesus’ words. What does Thomas say in John 14:5, and how does Jesus respond?
Thomas’ appearances in John 11 and 14 serve as the backdrop for the account following Jesus’
resurrection from the dead. We do not know if Thomas witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion. He is not
listed among those who were near the cross in John 19:25-27. We do know that Thomas was
intimately familiar with what happened to Jesus at His crucifixion, as John 20 makes clear.
After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to His disciples. Read John 20:19-23. Where were
the disciples when Jesus appeared to them, and what were they doing?
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Read John 20:24-25. Thomas knew Jesus would have marks of the nails in His hands, and also
knew a spear had been thrust into Jesus’ side. Why did he refuse to believe that Jesus had risen
from the dead?
We call him “Doubting Thomas” because of his words in John 20:25: “Unless I see ... I will
never believe.” Yet, Thomas was not just doubting Jesus’ resurrection; he refused to believe.
Read John 20:26-28. What did it take for Thomas to believe? What was Thomas’ confession
when he finally saw Jesus?
Give Me Eyes to See
In John 20:29, Jesus says to Thomas, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” Thomas received the proof that he needed
in order to believe that Jesus had, in fact, risen from the dead. However, we do not have the
luxury of seeing Jesus’ resurrected body as those disciples did some 2,000 years ago. How are
we able to believe since we have not seen with our own eyes?
Read together the explanation to the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed from Luther’s Small
Catechism with Explanation.
What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ,
my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel,
enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the
same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this
Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal
life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.
By the power of the Holy Spirit working in our lives through the Means of Grace, God’s
Holy Word, and the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, God gives to us and
keeps us in the faith through which we believe in His promises. Through the faith we have
received, God shows His great love for us that sent Jesus to die on the cross on our behalf. As
God’s children, redeemed by the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John
1:29), God leads us to repentance and promises us forgiveness and everlasting life.

Seeing and Believing
Written by Rev. Jonathan Schultz, Vernal, Utah
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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The Glad Game--Accent the Positive
Devotion
In the Walt Disney movie of the same name, Pollyanna helped change the attitude of a negative
town into a positive one by teaching them how to play the "Glad Game.” Pollyanna's Glad Game
was taught to her by her father, an overseas missionary. When opening a "barrel" from a
missionary society, they found a crutch instead of the doll she would have liked. Trying to find
something to be happy about, they decided to be glad that they had no need for a crutch. The
Glad Game was born.
As Christians we have every reason to not just play the Glad Game, but to live it.
In Romans, St. Paul, not a stranger to negative events in his life, writes in chapter 8:28, And we
know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose. And the often-frustrated prophet, Jeremiah, writes in Jeremiah 29:11
the well-known verse, "For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope."
We see blessings bestowed on us by God that further support these glad tidings:
•

•

•

We have been called by God through the Holy Spirit to faith, according to His purpose as
Ephesians 2:8 says, For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God.
That faith assures that our sins are forgiven and we will go to heaven. There is therefore
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has
set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death (Romans 8:1-2).
Because of that assurance we no longer live in negativity. For you are my lamp, O LORD,
and my God lightens my darkness (2 Samuel 22:29).

Knowing our future is assured and our God has the plan for our lives and it is for our good, we
can face negative events, frustrations, failures, and disappointments and look for the positive
blessings of God in them. We can live the Glad Game. And as LWML Women in Mission we
will continue to "Serve the Lord with Gladness!"
Prayer: Dear Lord God, Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your loving goodness which brings
all good things into our lives. Help us to share the gladness our hearts experience knowing we
are in Your care with those whose lives intersect our own so that You may be glorified. In our
saving Jesus' holy name we pray. Amen.
Live the Glad Game: Try going a whole day where you change negative thoughts into positive
ones. Begin the day with prayer. When something negative happens to you, make yourself find
the positive in it. If something doesn't work, take responsibility to make it come out positively. If
you are dealing with a negative relationship, try to find a way to make it more positive. Turn a
negative frown into a glad smile!
The Glad Game—Accent the Positive
Written by Patti Ross, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Paradoxical Promises
Bible Study
[Please provide: musical accompaniment; Bibles, hymnals, and copies of the Bible study
for attendees.]
Opening
Sing "God Moves in a Mysterious Way" LSB 765, TLH 514, LW 426, or "Children of the
Heavenly Father" LSB 725
Dictionaries define a paradox in various ways:
-an apparent contradiction
-a statement that contradicts itself but is nevertheless true
-a self-contradictory statement, the purpose of which is to provoke fresh thought
Our faith life is sometimes like this. For instance, when a parent dies, we may experience both
sorrow and joy at the same time. Perhaps you have known a similar paradox, such as God's peace
even in the midst of a distressing situation.
Paradoxical Promises
Psalm 50:15 is an example of what some call paradoxical promises: … call upon me in the day of
trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me (ESV). The verse implies, perhaps
"promises" one may say, that trouble will indeed come to God's children. But the verse also
promises that God will deliver His own.
Read the following verses and note the "contradiction" – the problem and the blessing – in these
paradoxical promises:
• Matthew 5:3-5
• Psalm 34:17-19
• Psalm 91:15-16
• John 16:33
• John 17:13-17
• 2 Corinthians 4:7-10
God's People in the Bible
Scripture never paints a rosy picture of life. It is realistic about challenges and difficulties.
Although God created a perfect world, sin came into it, and we all suffer its consequences. But
our loving Lord is there for us when we call upon Him.
Divide into three groups (one for each of the following verses). Each group should read through
the appropriate passage and answer these questions:
• What troubles did God's people experience?
• How did God meet their needs?
• Note other interesting points such as how long the trouble lasted, how many people were
affected by God's deliverance, etc.
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Group 1: Joseph in Genesis 39-41
Group 2: Daniel in Daniel 6
Group 3: Paul and Silas in Acts 16:19-34
Have each group report to the whole group. Summarize any principles you can glean from these
stories.

Then together read 2 Corinthians 12:7b-10. What is different in these verses from the verses you
read in your groups?

God's People Now – You and Me
Psalm 27:13 says I would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of
the Lord in the land of the living (NASB). Our confidence in God's character – His goodness, His
faithfulness, His loving kindness – can give us hope even in the midst of trouble.
Read all of Psalm 27 slowly. (Allow 5-10 minutes for participants to do this individually, listing
below encouraging phrases that touch their hearts.)

Sharing
Ask for volunteers to share their thoughts about how these phrases from Psalm 27 help them in
whatever trouble or challenging situation they may be facing.
Closing
Pray the following hymn verses together:
What our Father does is well: Blessed truth His children tell!
Though He send, for plenty, want, Though the harvest-store be scant,
Yet we rest upon His love, Seeking better things above.
What our Father does is well. Shall the willful heart rebel
If a blessing He withhold In the field or in the fold?
Is He not Himself to be All our store eternally?
What our Father does is well: May the thought within us dwell!
Though nor milk nor honey flow In our barren Canaan now,
God can save us in our need, God can bless us, God can feed.
“What Our Father Does is Well" TLH 571
Paradoxical Promises
Written by Janice Kerper Brauer, Wheaton, Illinois
Published in Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, Summer 2002
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Rejoice, Always
Devotion
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:4-7).
I remember learning a song in Sunday school: “Rejoice in the Lord always, And again I say
Rejoice” (clap, clap). I doubt I am the only one who remembers that song. In fact, I would not be
surprised if you just sang it to yourself in your head or even out loud! Sing it out loud right now
if you are so inclined!
Rejoicing at all times is easier said than done. We all have our fair share of ups and downs.
There are times when it is very easy to rejoice and then there are times when rejoicing is the last
thing we want to do. When Paul is writing this letter, he is in jail, which some may say could be
the hardest place to do some rejoicing, but Paul reminds us to rejoice always. What Paul writes
next can bring some comfort in those times when rejoicing seems difficult.
… but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God
(Philippians 4:6b, emphasis added). Paul encourages us to present everything we have to
God – the good, the bad, the ugly. We know that God listens when we pray, and His listening ear
is something in which to rejoice. One of the most encouraging things to remember in tough times
is that God hears us, listens to us, and knows what we need, even when we do not know what we
need. In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to
pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in
accordance with God’s will (Romans 8:26-27).
There are times when we may be completely helpless, worn out, and dry. We are filled with the
life-giving waters of Jesus through our baptism and this is reason to rejoice. We are washed
clean and made His children through the waters of baptism.
Nothing is too big or too small for God. He wants us to be at peace with Him. We have peace
when we trust in Him in all things, the big and the small. May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit (Romans 15:13).
We do not have to worry about anything because God is in control of everything, which can give
us peace. His peace leads to an everlasting joy, and that is something to rejoice about, always.
Scripture references are from the NIV.

Rejoice, Always
Written by Alyssa Burdett, St. Paul, Minnesota
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Wants or Needs?
Bible Study

[Please provide: musical accompaniment; Bibles, hymnals, and copies of Bible study for
attendees.]
Opening
Sing: "Praise and Thanksgiving" LSB 789, LW 403, or "Praise to God Immortal Praise"
TLH 572, LW 496
What Do We Really Need?
In one scene of the Veggie Tales cartoon video "Madame Blueberry," Bob the Tomato asks his
friend Larry the Cucumber, "How much stuff do you need, Larry?" To this Larry replies, "I don't
know Bob. How much stuff is there?"
We live in a country full of riches. Advertising and our consumer society tell us that we need
more and more, and that this will make life better and better. But that is not what God tells us.
What do we really need? And what should we consider in praying the fourth petition of the
Lord's Prayer, "Give us This Day our Daily Bread"?

Reflecting on the Words of the Fourth Petition
Give - Our Heavenly Father wants us to come to Him and ask for what we need. He wants us to
trust that He will provide for us and that we will have enough. It is through God's will that all
things are given, preserved, and increased.
Read, reflect, and share your thoughts:
•

Psalm 91:15-16

•

James 1:17

Us - We are not alone. We are not only to be thinking of our own needs, but those of our
neighbors as well. Perhaps we can be better stewards of our extras. As emphasized by St. Basil
and St. Ambrose, "It is the bread of the hungry that you withhold; it is the clothes of the naked
that you lock up; that money you bury underground is the redemption, the freedom of the
wretched." In His loving kindness, God also provides for the unbeliever.
Read, reflect, and share your thoughts:
•

Matthew 5:44-45
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•

1 Timothy 5:8

•

Hebrews 13:16

•

1 John 3: 17-18

This Day - We need God each day. We cannot make it without His daily care. This phrase places
us in a posture of searching what is needed for today – not for tomorrow or the next year or next
decade – just today. We are to trust that God will give us what we need and not be filled with
worry.
Read, reflect, and share your thoughts:
•

1 Timothy 6:7-8

•

Matthew 6:25-34

•

1 Peter 5:7

Our - We do not say "our" in the sense that we are able to secure our needs apart from God;
rather, God makes the earth fruitful and blesses us with the ability to work for the things we
need. We call it our daily bread as we are to work for things justly and honestly and not acquire
things through unjust or unlawful means.
Read, reflect, and share your thoughts:
•

Psalm 104:14-15

Daily - There is a rhythm to our needs – nutrition and sleep are needed at various points in a 24hour cycle. We don't do well without them for the short term, and we can't do without them at all
for the long term. Notice that God tells us to ask for our daily bread, not our weekly, monthly, or
yearly bread. The concept of daily is opposed to the pursuit of material goods in order to feel
better about ourselves. It helps us steer clear of the trap of money becoming our idol. The word
"daily" is our reminder of the need to love, pray to and be in service to God each day of our lives.
Read, reflect, and share your thoughts:
•

Proverbs 30:8-9

•

John 6:12

•

I Timothy 6:6-10
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Bread - While we may think of physical food, the meaning of the word "bread" is much broader.
Luther explains that daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of
the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a
devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful leaders, good
government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful
neighbors, and the like. It is not the luxuries of life that are meant by the word "bread" but those
things that are necessary and simple.
Read, reflect, and share your thoughts:
•

Psalm 145:15-16

•

Psalm 136:23-26

Application
Spend some time now taking a mental tour of your material possessions. Are there any areas of
your home that need a good cleaning? A closet or an attic perhaps? Could things be given to
someone else in need? Do you have collections that take up more time, energy or money than
you'd like? What do you really need? Is God calling you to live more simply and think more
"daily"? Share your thoughts with the group.

Closing Prayer
Help me, Lord, to be continually mindful of Your gracious hand and how You provide for me
each day. Help me to be content with the simple and not seek to acquire beyond my daily bread.
Thank You for loving me and giving me eternal life through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Optional Closing Hymn: "Seek Ye First" LSB 712

Wants or Needs?
Written by Theresa Shaltanis, Falls City, Virginia
Published in Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, Winter 2002
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Sweet Birthday Celebration
Devotion/Litany

[Please provide: copies for attendees.]
Leader: Happy birthday, dear sisters in Christ!
Sunrise, sunset,
season in, season out,
we are still here, still celebrating birthdays on planet earth.
All:

From birth I have relied on you; you brought me forth from my mother's womb. I will
ever praise you (Psalm 71:6).

Leader: Sunrise, sunset,
from the first wobbling steps of our babyhood,
through the various seasons of our childhood,
through the running and whirling of our youth,
from our hesitant steps into new classrooms and new situations,
You have been there, protecting, guarding, and guiding.
All:

Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this day I declare your
marvelous deeds. Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I
declare your power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come
(Psalm 71:17-18).

Leader: So many hurdles in growing up, so many wending roads through young adulthood,
through the touchstones of middle age and the challenges of the future, but You are
there, going before us always.
All:

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path (Psalm 119:105).
Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him
(Psalm 34:8).

Leader: Sunrise, sunset,
great has been Thy faithfulness throughout the seasons of our lives –
in times of despair and doubt,
in times of gladness and joy,
You have been there!
All

Your righteousness reaches to the skies, O God, you who have done great things.
Who, O God, is like you? Though you have made me see troubles, many and bitter, you
will restore my life again; from the depths of the earth you will again bring me up. You
will increase my honor and comfort me once again (Psalm 71:19-21).
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Leader: Your faithfulness has been new every morning. We recall Your promises with
joy as we continue on our earthly journey. Your promises are the stronghold of our
lives.
All:

How sweet are your promises to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! I gain
understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path
(Psalm 119:103-104).

Leader: O, Lord, throughout our years You have blessed us with so many gifts –
mornings and evenings,
starlight and sunlight,
spring showers and autumn harvests,
with delicious fruits of the earth, with raiment and roof,
Your grace has flooded every corner of our lives –
great has been Your faithfulness!
All:

I will praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, O my God;
I will sing praise to you with the lyre,
O Holy One of Israel.
My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you –
I, whom you have redeemed (Psalm 71:22-23).

Leader: We have tasted and we have known the sweetness of Your Word.
We have found refuge in You ... and abundant joy!
Through Your Word we have been led to the birth of our faith in Jesus and
we look forward to celebrating forever with You in heaven!
Leader and All: Sunrise, sunset,
another tilting around the sun –
we rejoice in Your wondrous birthday gifts to us throughout all our years,
and especially for the sweet, sweet riches of Your Word.
Praise to You, dear Lord God! Amen.
Scripture references are from the NIV.

Sweet Birthday Celebration
Written by Marcia Schwartz, Falls City, Nebraska
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Celebrate Life!
Bible Study

[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attendees.]
Opening
We tend to celebrate life with cakes — birthday cakes, baptismal cakes, graduation cakes,
wedding cakes, anniversary cakes, confirmation cakes, sweet sixteen cakes, retirement cakes,
and every imaginable kind of cake. We tend to celebrate life by putting our life on pause,
celebrating a specific occasion with family and friends, eating the cake, and then going home
feeling guilty about having eaten the cake.
Share with the group or spend some time personally thinking about the life celebrations you have
attended. Do you remember how the cake was decorated? What was said or done to make these
celebrations noteworthy?

Prayer
Lord God, Heavenly Father, help us to be Your celebrating children every day of our lives. Life
is not about parties, but it is about being ready to part with everything this world has to offer so
that we can spend all eternity celebrating with You! In the precious name of Jesus I pray. Amen!
Introduction
Every day is a reason to celebrate — even those days that are not a piece of cake. For some ideas
on how to celebrate ordinary days, look no further than Scripture: Jesus’ first miracle happened
at a place of celebration. While we do not know whether or not they had cake, we do know some
of what was served.
Read John 2:1-11. What was being served? What was the problem encountered at the
celebration? Jesus did two things to help them celebrate. What were they? See verses 7-8 and
verse 11.

One of the biggest celebrations mentioned in Scripture is found in Luke 15:11-31. What is being
celebrated here?

Celebration is also mentioned in Luke 15:1-7. What is being celebrated here? According to
verses 1-2, who is not feeling celebrative? Why?

What is being celebrated in Luke 15:8-10?
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How can we experience these kinds of rejoicing celebrations in our everyday life? We might not
find a “lost person” every day of our life, but we can rejoice when we do. The more we rejoice
and celebrate life, the more likely we are able to encounter people who will want to know why
we have this celebrative attitude, and then we will have the joy of sharing the Best News of the
Gospel.
Each day we can also rejoice in knowing we have been found. Each day we have a Father who
welcomes us despite our sin. At one point in our lives, we were the lost sheep, we were the
missing coin … and that youngest son. What changed all that? Share how this happened in your
life. See Ephesians 2:9-10.

In the Parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:28-30), who is the one person who is not celebrating?
What is keeping him from celebrating? How can jealousy and an unforgiving heart keep us from
celebrating God’s goodness?

Jesus was also at a type of celebration in John 13:1-17. What does He do at this celebration?
How does He add to the joy of the others and to His own joy? What example does He give us?
How can we incorporate this into our daily life? Think about times in your life when you have
“washed feet.” How did you feel after doing this? Why do you think you felt that way?

Even when life is really crumby and anything but a piece of cake, we still have reason to
celebrate. Read Habakkuk 3:17-18. What is being celebrated in this text?

Closing Prayer
Lord, help me to celebrate the fact that You are my Savior! Help me to celebrate Your goodness
to me as You daily forgive me. Help me to celebrate Your love with others as I wash their feet
and as I allow them to wash mine. Thank You God for giving me a reason to celebrate life every
day — now and forever! Amen.

Celebrate Life!
Written by Elaine Bickel, Millington, Michigan
Published in Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, Fall 2007
Revised by Christian Resources Editors, 2015
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Shooters, Shiners, and Sparklers
Sketch
[Please provide: six readers with appropriate props for the sketch and six copies of the sketch
for the readers; a paper star about 3-4 inches across for each attendee – see pattern on page 230;
pencils or pens for attendees.]
Leader: Let’s take a moment to think about some different kinds of stars. When I think of stars,
I think of SHOOTERS.
[Enter Athletic One with a basketball, a hockey stick and puck, or a pool cue and a Tourist with
a camera.]
Athletic One: SHOOTER, I know what that is. That’s me when I’m participating in my
favorite sport, right?
Tourist: No, SHOOTERS are what we bring along on vacation to take pictures!
Leader: That wasn’t exactly what I had in mind. [Athletic One and Tourist shrug and exit] I
was thinking more of a shooting star. You know, the kind that streaks across the sky and then
burns out. You might know people like that. Do you know someone who seems to know exactly
when you need perking up and they surprise you with a visit or card? Or you may know someone
who made a lasting impression on you even though you only knew them for a short time. That’s
what I think of as SHOOTERS.
Then there are the stars I think of as SHINERS.
[Enter a Fisherman with pole and a Starlet wearing sun glasses.]
Fisherman: [holding up pole] I know what SHINERS are. I use those little minnows for bait.
Everybody knows that.
Starlet: No, dahling, a SHINER is what I got when I walked into my dressing room door this
morning. I do hope my make-up artist can cover this. We have to film tomorrow.
Leader: Well, I wasn’t really thinking of those either. [Fisherman and Starlet shrug and leave]
I was thinking of people I know who absolutely shine with God’s love. They always seem to put
their faith first. You know what I mean; they are SHINING examples for us to follow.
And then there are the stars I call SPARKLERS.
[Enter someone with Fourth of July sparkler.]
Person: I’m sure I’m right about this one. We light these SPARKLERS every Fourth of July.
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Starlet: [entering again from the other side with big sparkling rings or other jewelry] No, no,
dahling, every woman knows these are SPARKLERS.
Leader: You do have some good examples, but I had something else in mind. When I think of
SPARKLERS, I think of sparkling personalities – people with faith and enthusiasm who send out
sparks to everyone around them. Their excitement is contagious.
I want each of you to think of someone who was a star in your life – SHOOTER, SHINER, or
SPARKLER. In the center of your table you will find some stars. Please take one now. On it,
write the name of the special person you know. Remember the way that person touched your life.
Listen to God’s Word. Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become
blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in
which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life (Philippians 2:14-16a
NIV).
Take the star home with you and put it in a place where you will see it. Let it remind you to
thank God for the strong Christians He has used to strengthen your faith. Let it remind you to let
your faith shine.

Shooters, Shiners, and Sparklers
Written by Martha Hartwig, Robins, Iowa
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Revised by Christian Resources Editors, 2015
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LWML Mission Statement
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of
The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God
so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world.

The League Pledge
In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-bought gift of redemption, we
dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have, and in obedience to His call for workers
in the harvest fields, we consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on
His errands, our voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and
our gold to extend His kingdom, our will to do His will and every power of our life to the great
task of bringing the lost and erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen.
Authored by Rev. Harry Fricke © 1955 LWML

Lutheran Women, One and All
1. Lutheran Women, one and all
We have heard the Gospel call
We by faith have seen the Lord
Crucified and then restored.
We have seen Him pay the price
For our sins a sacrifice
Him we Lord and Christ acclaim
And unite to praise His name.

2. Lutheran Women young and old
Well we know His challenge bold
Help to take the Gospel Light
To a world in darkest night
By example in the home
By inviting those who roam
By our prayers for sinners lost
By our gifts for missions’ cost.

3. Lutheran Women coast to coast
In the Lord a mighty host
Let us all united be
In the Holy Trinity
One in faith in hope and love
Working for the Lord above
Till our earthly labor’s done
We in heaven shall all be one.
Tune: LSB 892, LW 495
Elmer A. Kettner
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Serve the Lord with Gladness!
1. “Serve the Lord with gladness!”
It is He alone
Who redeemed us sinners,
Guides us as His own
To enjoy the blessings
Of His love and grace,
Will at last in glory
Meet us face to face.
Onward, then, for Jesus!
Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
Glorify His name.

2. “Serve the Lord with gladness!”
He gave us command
To proclaim His Gospel
Now in every land
So that fellow sinners
May, like us, be blest.
Leading them to Jesus,
We can serve Him best.
Onward, then, for Jesus!
Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
Glorify His name!

3. “Serve the Lord with gladness!”
There’s no greater joy
Than to serve the Master,
Work in His employ.
As we build His kingdom
Angels, too, rejoice

Over every sinner
Brought to hear His voice.
Onward, then, for Jesus!
Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
Glorify His name!
Tune: LSB 662, TLH 658, LW 518
Prof. Ernest Lewerenz

Praise, Love, Serve
(Based on “The League Pledge”)
Our God and Father, made the earth, And when we went astray,
Our God, the Son, descended here To take our sins away.
With His own blood He bought us. He broke the bonds of sin.
Then God the Spirit came into Our hearts to dwell within.
In gratitude we pledge ourselves, To Him with all we have.
Our hands will work; our voices sing; Our lips proclaim His love.
His errands we’ll do gladly; His Gospel we’ll defend;
Our silver and our gold we’ll use -- His Kingdom to extend.
Wherever He has need of us, We will His call obey.
Whenever He calls out to us, We’ll answer right away.
His will is ours that lost souls Will turn away from sin
And come to have eternal life Through fellowship with Him.
Author: Jean Hansen Kammerer
Tune: O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361, TLH 647, LW 60
The League Pledge: Rev. Harry Fricke, 1955
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Mite Devotion #1
[Please provide: two readers, two copies of this devotion for the readers.]
Reader 1: We begin in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. We praise
and thank You, Lord, for all the blessings You pour upon us.
Reader 2: We thank You for the beauty of the world You have given us – for the mountains, the
plains, and the desert – for the rivers, the streams, and the oceans. We thank You for the birds of
the air, the fish in the waters, and the variety of animals walking the earth.
Reader 1: We praise You for sending us Your Son and for giving us the opportunity to be ever
mindful of and to lift up in prayer our brothers and sisters both nearby and far away – those who
know of You and those who need to hear Your Word.
Reader 2: Be with those the LWML has helped through mission grants to build schools,
churches, retreat centers, and preaching stations. Be with the communities we have helped by
installing solar power, refurbishing homes, supplying portable medical clinics, and purchasing
and modifying trucks for use as mobile worship centers.
Reader 1: We give You glory, Lord, for the filling of our Mite Boxes that have made it possible
for the LWML to grant over one hundred million dollars to Your people in need over our 70-plus
years of our existence. Keep us mindful of all You have done through us and of what You have
for us to do in the future.
Reader 2: For this I will praise You, O Lord, among the nations, and sing to Your name (Psalm
18:49).
Reader 1: Heavenly Father, thank You for the many other organizations that our mites have
helped to spread the Word – for groups such as LCMS Prison Ministry, LCMS World Mission,
Lutheran Adoption Network, Orphan Grain Train, Lutheran World Relief, MOST Ministries, the
Center for Asian Mission and Evangelism (CAME), Lutheran Bible Translators, and KFUO
radio, to name a few.
Reader 2: Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples!
(Psalm 96:3)
Reader 1: Let us pray. Dear Lord and Savior we give You the glory for all that the LWML has
been able to accomplish through the collections in Mite Boxes. We praise You and
those who have given generously through special thank offerings and memorials. Continue to
guide us to boldly declare Your glory. In Your precious Son’s name we pray. Amen.

Mite Devotion #1
Written by LWML Mission Grants Committee 2013-2015
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Mite Devotion #2
[Please provide: one reader, musical accompaniment if singing, copies of the devotion for
attendees.]
Leader: And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”
Then I said, “Here am I! Send me” (Isaiah 6:8). This was part of the Lord’s call or commission
to
Isaiah. There are many hymns that relate to us being called as well. In our Lutheran
Service Book, Hymn 827, “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling,” verse one asks “’Who will go and
work today?’ ... Who will answer, gladly saying, ‘Here am I, send me, send me’?” Luke 10:2
tells us And He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
All: Are You calling me Lord to help in other ways?
Leader: All of us may not hear that calling personally to go to the harvest field, but we can still
help. Our LWML Mission Grants enable all of us, through our mites, to help in the harvest fields
of the world. Our mites allow others to take short-term mission trips and to send missionaries to
such countries as India, Africa, and Guinea. All of us can take time to pray for our LWML and
district mites.
All: Are You calling me Lord to help in other ways?
Leader: Many of our grants help us near our homes. There are grants for our Native Americans,
children in urban areas needing assistance, our seminary students, those imprisoned, Hispanics,
and Muslims. All need our prayers! They also need the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, and of His love for them and us.
All: Are You calling me Lord to help in other ways?
Leader: Christ gave His all for us. He came to earth to live as we live. He was a son of Mary and
Joseph, a brother, a cousin, and a friend, but, most importantly, He is our Lord and Savior! Christ
himself said “And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least
of these my brothers, you did it to me’” (Matthew 25:40). When we help our neighbors, bear
each other’s burdens, give encouragement, and show and tell of our love for Christ, we are doing
what He would have us do. Please join me in saying (or singing) the sixth verse of “Spread the
Reign of God the Lord” (LSB 830).
All: Lord of harvest, great and kind, Rouse to action heart and mind;
Let the gath’ring nations all See Your light and heed Your call.
Leader: Let us pray. God Almighty be with the many grant recipients who are
helping others and telling them of Your love. Guide and direct us to remember them in
our prayers, with our mites, and, when possible, with personal notes of encouragement. To
You be all praise and glory. Amen.
Mite Devotion #2
Written by LWML Mission Grants Committee 2013-2105
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2015
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Dedicated To Your Glory
Mite Devotion
[Please provide: musical accompaniment if singing; copies for attendees. This mite devotion
may be used as a whole or use any third of it.]
Read together or sing:
(Tune: The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644, TLH 473, LW 289)
Lord, for your many blessings
In thankfulness we pray,
O make us ever grateful
Of all we have today;
Guide us, as faithful stewards,
To use what we’ve received,
And help us share your blessings
To help meet others’ needs.

We thank you for your Spirit,
Which in abundance poured
Out grace and love and mercy,
All from your boundless store;
In humble thanks we bring now
Our mites for You to bless,
And then to use us greatly
Your glory to confess.

Let Us Pray:
Lord, receive these offerings we bring to You – these gifts we call our mites – and bless them
mightily.
We want to share with others near and far the wonders of Your love. We want all people to know
your Son and the peace He brings. May they also have a desire to love and serve You.
Use these mites, O Lord, to send missionaries around the world, to build churches and medical
facilities, to provide schools to teach God’s Word, and to win souls for You here and abroad.
We dedicate these mites to Your glory. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
Read together or sing:
Lord, make us willing workers
Our lives to use for Thee,
Our hands, and feet, and voices
To serve from sea to sea;
In solemn dedication
We pledge ourselves today
To bring Your saving Gospel
To those who’ve lost the way.

Send us your Holy Spirit,
In measure as we need
To guide, sustain and keep us,
And follow where He leads
Then bless these mites we offer,
And send them on their way,
To gather many lost ones
For that great Judgment Day. Amen.

From Overflowing Love, LWML Mite Box devotional resource #14985, 1995
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