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And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things, at all times, having all that
you need, you will abound in every good work. 2 Cor. 9:8
This is the theme for our upcoming National LWML Convention in Des Moines, IA on June 25 – 28,
2015. The goal of the convention, through Christ’s bountiful love and blessings of Word and
Sacrament, is to equip attendees to work in God’s harvest field.
In keeping with this “Bountiful” theme, check out the beautiful banner that the NJ District will
display at the convention. It was designed and created by the Quilting Group at Somerset Hills
Lutheran Church in Basking Ridge, NJ. The banner features a cornucopia, or “horn of plenty” with
fruits and vegetables from the “Garden State.” New Jersey is known for its Jersey tomatoes,
blueberries, corn, squash, cranberries, and peaches which are all beautifully depicted in the banner.
A special thanks goes out to Louise Del Vecchio and Elsbeth Rogaczewski for their creativity
Our convention delegates from the NJ District are:
Sara Hanson from the Lakeland Zone, Juanita
Barna-Providoshin representing the NE Zone,
Susan Kiiffner from the South Zone, Susan Harnos
from the Raritan Zone, and Jeanne VanSteen from
the MidEast Zone. They will be representing our
NJ District as we vote on Mission Grant Projects for
the next biennium (see video on mission grants on
the LWML website at www.lwml.org. ) Please
keep them in prayer that God’s will may be done
in His harvest fields through this mission grant
selection process. For those of you who can’t
make it to Iowa, you can follow the convention via
live streaming by going to www.lwml.org and
clicking on the live stream video link. You can join
in virtually for the worship service on Thursday
evening and other fun events during the
convention!
Arlene Price
NJ District President
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Louise Del Vecchio and Elsbeth Rogaczewski
pose with NJ District Banner that they designed
and created for the LWML Convention.
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In the Word…
with Rev. Eric Rieker, Sr. Pastoral Counselor

“What’s it take to not give up?”
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will
make your path straight. Proverbs 3:5-6
When faced with a difficult task or situation, we will often weigh our options, look at how others have
fared, but many times, just give up. We know what outcome we would like, but we can see no way that
we could possibly make it happen on our own, so we just throw in the towel instead of even trying.
But is there another way???
When we look at many of the stories found in the Bible, often the people of God were faced with
difficult tasks and situations that for the most part looked impossible: Moses found himself and the
Israelites between Pharaoh & his Army and the Sea; Giants stood between Caleb & Joshua and the
promised land; Gideon faced the Midianites & Amalekites who were without number; David faced a
9-foot, 9-inch enemy warrior named Goliath; Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego faced the fiery
furnace; and Daniel was thrown into the Lion’s Den; But they all succeeded and overcame!.
Now we know these stories, but that’s all they are to us… STORIES. That could never happen for me!
I can’t do that… and that is true; but we fail to realize that they couldn’t do it either, but it got done. You
may say they had courage, but it wasn’t courage that got them through… it was Faith! They had faith
in the Lord God and trusted Him. It wasn’t their idea or plan that won out; It was God’s plan!
It wasn’t Moses’ plan to be backed into a corner, but God’s plan so He could show He was their Savior
by parting the Red Sea. Caleb saw the potential of the promised land and trusted God to deal with the
other details. Gideon wanted to face the enemy with 32,000 men but God wanted them to know the
victory came from Him so He only let Gideon use 300 men. David didn’t rely on Saul’s armor but
trusted God to help him defeat the Giant. The three young men faced the furnace certain that God
would save them. They trusted in God and did not give up on Him. Daniel trusted God for deliverance
from the lions, and God did not let him down.
But we still look at these as stories when in all actuality they are EXAMPLES. Notice God does it
differently in each of the situations. He is showing us no matter what the circumstances He has the
power to overcome. Look at the way Jesus healed the blind. He did it differently each time. That’s how
God works. He treats us each individually because you are special to Him. He can do the same for
you. God is the God that overcomes the impossible because with Him nothing is impossible. We face
Giants in our own lives that seem too big for us to handle. We must always remember that it’s not how
big our problems are, but how Big Our God is! So, the next time you want to give up, remember God
loves you and thinks you are very special, He asks us to trust in Him above all things. That’s what
these great examples of faith did… they trusted God and not their own reasoning which would have
had them giving up. With God, all things are possible!

Rev. Eric Rieker
Sr. Pastoral Counselor
LWML NJ District
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Gospel Outreach
Good News!! We just paid our second grant to Shepherd’s Heart Ministry, a Lutheran disaster relief team that responds
to needs following natural disasters and also witnesses for Christ to people in need.
Shepherd’s Heart Ministry is a group of volunteer Christians led by Pastor Ed Brashier dedicated to providing disaster
relief for those in need. His crew primarily removes trees and debris from people’s houses and vehicles all the while
spreading the love of Jesus and witnessing for Him by serving others. After Superstorm Sandy they were based in Lanoka
Harbor at Village Lutheran Church while working throughout New Jersey. They sleep in churches and volunteers provide
food and places to shower and wash clothes. They were at Village Lutheran for 5 months. This grant will go towards
providing fuel for their equipment to respond to the many natural disasters in the USA.

Paid!

Our next grant will go to Dr. Kristen Schmaltz who began serving with Compassion Evangelical Hospital (CEH), in Mamou,
Guinea, West Africa in March of 2007. A pediatrician and experienced medical missionary to Guinea, Kristen has a
passion for working among the Pular people, the majority of whom are Muslim. She helped to organize the new
missionary medical facility by working with others to hire qualified local staff members, obtain medications, and attend
to patients. Kristen also led CEH construction workers in early morning Bible studies! In August of 2008, she joyfully
reported back to her supporters that the first patient of CEH had received Jesus Christ as Savior.
Kristen is not “salaried” by CEH. Like most missionaries, she is dependent on sponsoring congregations and individuals
for her financial support. This grant of $3000 will help support her ministry to the Pular people of Guinea, West Africa
and will go towards medical supplies for the people’s physical health, and Bibles and teaching aids for their spiritual
health.
Please keep sending in your mites. We are collecting mites at a much slower rate than last biennium. You may want to
consider a special fund-raiser for mites or maybe a special offering in your congregations. Whatever you do keep our
mite grant recipients in your prayers.

PROMISE OF HOPE

Vice President for Gospel Outreach
Susan Donnelly
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Sign up NOW at
www.lwml.org
This LWML initiative is designed to help us refocus on our basic common core values: being in God’s
Word, Missions, Service, and Fellowship.
Go to www.lwml.org and click on “The Time is NOW” button on the homepage. After you pledge your
intention to share about LWML with other women in your life, you will be asked to sign up for “2-minute
Tuesdays” which are short “pep talks” via email with helpful tips on sharing the Good News of Jesus! These
emails will come every other Tuesday and they are archived on the website with a wealth of ideas!
WORD: The time is NOW…
- to continue to be in the study of God’s Word and read the Bible daily;
- to discover our unique Spirit-given gifts and value in God’s family;
- to share God’s Word and its message of salvation in Jesus Christ with women in our lives;
- to be God’s witnesses of the Gospel wherever and whenever He has need of us.
MISSIONS: The time is NOW…
. - to support missions around the world through our mites and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ;
- to encourage missionaries in their important work through prayer;
- to learn about the mission grants supported by LWML and keep them in prayer;
- to be God’s missionaries wherever and whenever He has need of us.
SERVICE: The time is NOW…
- to look for opportunities to make a meaningful difference in the lives of hurting, helpless, and
unbelieving people at home and throughout the world:
- to encourage the women in our lives to use their God-given abilities and talents in service to God
- to encourage the women in our lives of all ages, stages, ethnicities, and experiences to value the
principle of service and to look intentionally for ways to comfort and aid a needy world;
- to serve as God gives the opportunity wherever and whenever He has need of us.
FELLOWSHIP: The time is NOW…
- to offer friendship, support, and encouragement to the women in our lives;
- to look for opportunities to welcome the women in our lives to grow in faith and relationships as
sisters in Christ;
- to support warm and welcoming fellowship opportunities that are offered among our sisters in
Christ; and
- to share, through varied settings, the story of what Jesus has done for us with the women in our
lives wherever and whenever He has need of us.

6

NEW JERSEY MISSION LIGHT

7

NEW JERSEY MISSION LIGHT

8

NEW JERSEY MISSION LIGHT

9

NEW JERSEY MISSION LIGHT

10

NEW JERSEY MISSION LIGHT

11

NEW JERSEY MISSION LIGHT

Resources for NJ Societies: Check out www.lwml.org

Much loved Christian humorist Jan Struck
shares her story in the 2015 spring issue of
the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly.

Check out resources to help you attract more Under Women in Mission University, there is now a powerpoint
young women to your society! Make your
presentation entitled, “LWML 104”, as part of an ongoing
group friendly to women of all ages!
series of educational updates on LWML and what you can do
at a society level to further God’s work in the mission field.
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Photo Gallery

“Candy Girls” from a skit at the LWML NJ

LWML exhibit table at LCMS NJ District
District Fall Retreat at Crane’s Mill
Convention – June 5-6, 2015

Communion Service at Retreat

Yum! Yum! Yum!
Opening Worship Service at Retreat

Rev. Jim Buckman, Pastoral Counselor,
enjoys a chocolate-covered marshmellow
at Fall Retreat
Bible Study and sharing at Retreat
Lynn Vossler and her chocolate
creation at the Fall Retreat

Juanita and Arlene: Pretty in Purple
LWML ladies enjoying lunch at Retreat
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Your LWML NJ District Executive Committee:
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