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I am the vine,
you are the branches
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2018is already shaping up to be a very exciting year! W
have beetusy with plans for our LWML District
Conventionwhich will be held orAugust 1719, 2018

in Morristown,NJ, t he AMiI |l itary
Re v ol urtoiuddin .ldtakeaadvantage of tours being
offered beforeand after th&€Convention, along with other
inspiringactivities.(See p. 5 for details, go to
www.lwmlnj.org) We will be electing new officers

and selecting new miss grants for the coming biennium.f you or e
an officerin the LWML, consider putting your name in nomination. (See®far
office responsibilities and nominating form). Also, be darselectwo delegates from
each society to present you atonvention!

In
Action
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Our Convention hasndmpressivdine-up of guest speakers for you, along with our
servant event s, Mi ssi on P rDoynaPyleWaeidd CRPH
and LWML author, will lead us in Bible Study on ourthemei Connect ed
based on John 15:5.

| want to thank our NorthEastern Zone as they continue to work very hard in plann
and preparing for thi€onvention. Please stay tuned for furtBenvention information
at your Spring Raikksand in caning mailings Also, be sure to check out our new
website when it rolls out in Aprivith moreConvention information!
Godds Bl essit

Arlene Price, President
LWML NJ District


http://www.lwmlnj.org/
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Gospel Outreac

Calling all Mites! Wow! Ladies we have almost completed our Mite Goal Grants. We just completed
Mite Grant to LIRS for bibles to detainees. Only one more left to complete. To complete our last gre
need $2,700 more in mites to fi nissWeatelasking®dura n't
societies to do Mite Fundraisers, so we can complete our goals. Please take pictures of your creativ
fundraisers and send them in with your migesve can post them for others to see your fellowship ideas
wonderful work.

Caren Vogt
VP of Gospel Outreach PAI D %

LWML NJ District

Lutheran Heritage Foundation
A grant to translate “Bible Storybooks for Asian
Immigrant Families”, helping immigrant children
in America mzderstaud and read bible stories in
their native languages

$2500

L \(\\\W L

/_ Feeding Neighbors & Sharing the

Love of Christ

funds to stock the food bank and equipment to
distribute groceries to the community in need
while sharing the love of Christ.
Submitted by St. John’s Lutheran LWML

Working on Mite
Grant #5

2016-18 Mission Grants -
_'__-_-_—_'_—-_
Grant Report as of 03-21-18 m- Balam:e
Bethesda Lutheran Communities: $3000 $3000
Counseling for Parents expecting disabled children
Heart-2-Heart Sister Programming: $3000 $3000 $0
LWML - NJ District
Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Services: $3000 $3000 30
Bibles for detainees
Lutheran Heritage Foundation: $2500 $2500 $0

Bible Story Books for Asian Immigrant Children

St. John’s Bridegton, NJ: $3000 $0 $3000
“Feeding Families™ — Food Bank

*partially funded at convention for $1500, and voted on 3/11/17 to add

$1500 to this grant

TOTALS: $14500 $11500 $3000
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Gospel Outreachi Servant Events!

What a wonderful Job of ingathering for our Flood Buckets at the Fall Retreat. Your generosity and gifts of
thanks filled our Disaster Trailer to help the victims of our fall storms. A job well done Ladies!

We have received grant pragals for the 2012020 Mite Goal Projects. We will prepare a slate to be voted on
at our Convention in Morristown Augu$?-19", 2018. Four of the grant proposals came from our own
churches in New Jersey District, one from Millneck School for theidddéw York and the other eight from

all over the United States. What wonderful work for the Lord that we do through our Mite giving. So many
people are blessed by your generous giving.

Start stocking up for our Convention ingatheringS o ¢ k s o f thelhamelesss rdalty a blessing bag
held in a sock. For every 10 pair of socks:

bring white or black Adult Socks, supplying 10 or more pairs per society
bring snacks 1 granola bars, cheese and crackers, etc (20 individual size)
a case of bottled water

bring mini Hand Sanitizer bottles, 20 each

provide_mini tissues packs, 20 per.

provide toothbrushes, 20 per

provide (small tubes of) toothpaste, 20 per

provide small bar of soap, 20 per

provide combs, 10 per

provide nail clippers, 10 per

provide travel size detergent, 10 per

provide travel size shampoo/conditioner, 10 per
provide travel size hand wipes, 10 per

provide travel size lotion, 10 per

provide travel size deodorant, 10 per

LWML Christian encouragement/ scripture card, 10 per
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Blankets for seriously ill or traumatized children:

1 2 pieces of 1 ¥ Yards of fleece.
9 Bring Your hands, a ruler, a pair of scissors

We wi | | be tying the two pieces of fleece together
seriously ill children as a warm security blanket when going through difficult times.

Canét wait to see al/l ad of gourse ous Converdianin A@pst! i ng Ral | i e

In His Service,

Caren Vogt,
Vice President
Gospeal Outrach



http://amzn.to/2eUZJ2T
http://amzn.to/2xm62nM
http://amzn.to/2gUY2mV
http://amzn.to/2xm0yJx
http://amzn.to/2xmIH5g
http://amzn.to/2xmbRBC
http://amzn.to/2wRhnee
http://amzn.to/2gSqhCk
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l'n t he Wi Brgs g Pastor's
Rev. Rick Vossler
Senior Pastoral Counselor

Whenl startedn the ministry, | wasapastorin New York City. Oneof my responilities wasto leada
Bible Studyat oneof the housingprojectsin Harlem. Onewarm afternoonl waswalking from the subway
to the correctapartmentn the project. Suddenlyl beganthinking aboutwhenl| wasbackon our farm
growingup. It wassummertime andl washelpingmy cousindine up the haybalessowe couldputthe
balesonthetruck andinto thebarn. It wasa carefregime, outin thefreshair in the country,é

Waitaminute! Thisi s théfarmwherel grewup. | 0imthemiddle of Harlem. Whatam| doing
thinking aboutthe family farm andworking with the hay? | lookedaroundandrealizedthattheworkers
werein the procesof mowingthelawn a shortdistanceaway,andtheyhadjust finishedmowingthelawn
on bothsidesof the sidewalkwherel waswalking. Thesmellof the cut grasstransportedne,in my mind,
to thefarm. It wastype of wildernessn themiddle of thecity.

In the Gospelswe readhow Jesusvasin thewildernesspeingtemptedoy thedevil. Oftentimes,when
we think of thewildernesswe think of a scaryplacewherewe couldbecomdost. Thetime whenJesus
wasin thewildernesss anexampleof this. And yet, we readherehow the angelscameandministeredio
Him. Thetimein thewildernesscanalsobe atime of growth. In the Old Testamentve readhowthe
childrenof Israelwerein thedesertor forty years. While this wasa punishmenfor nottrustingthe Lord,
we alsoreadthatduringthis time their clothesdid not wearout andtheir feetdid not swell up. They
learnedhowto trustthe Lord. We alsoreadin the New Testamenhow Paulwentin thewilderness
following his conversionGalatiansl:17). He mayhavegoneinto thewildernesgo learnor to preachto
theinhabitantan thatarea. Many thingshappenn thewilderness.

Oneepisodeof thePBSdramaseriesi Vi ¢ tsbowsQaeénVictoria andherhusbandPrinceAlbert,
wantingto retreatfrom the confinesof Londonto the countrysideof Scotland. Fromtheretheywentout
exploring,apartfrom their servantsaandsecuritydetail. Thentheybecameéhopelesslyost. While they
werewanderingaround theyspotteda cabinwith smokecomingfrom its chimney. Theywentthereand
werewelcomednto the cabinby the kindly oldercouple. The coupledid notrecognizethe Queenand
Prince,but showedhemhospitalityandthe safetyof a bedfor thenight. It w a s anél themorning,when
soldiersfoundthe horseshitchedup atthe cabindoor,thatthe couplerealizedtheyhadgivensanctuaryo
their Queen.

Theforty daysof Lentcanbe comparedo travelthroughawilderness. Thewildernesscanbe manythings
for manypeople. It canbea placeof fear,butit canalsobe a placeof growthanda placeof re-creation.
Duringthistime of Lent, we not only contemplateur sin andour needfor a Savior,but we alsocome
awayrefreshedbpaskingin thelove thatour Lord hasgivento us. We arealsocalledattimesto belike the
cabinin thewildernessgiving sanctuaryto thosearounduswho arelostin their wilderness.

During Lent, my Godgrantusatime of contemplatiorandgrowth,aswell asthe opportunityto be
sanctuaryor ourfamily, friendsandneighborsvho arelostin theirwilderness.
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