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Ready for Spring!   

 

 

I donôt know about you, but Iôm ready for Spring!  Weôve had enough NorôEasters, 

snow, downed trees, and power outages.  Iôve had a lot of business travel so far this 

year, and I can confirm that NorôEasters can really mess up airline flights and ground 

travel.  Despite the storms in our life (NorôEasters or otherwise), God promises to be 

with us, no matter whatéòFear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your 

God.  I will strengthen you; yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous 

right hand.ò  Isaiah 41:10.   Godôs Word is in action all around us.  I pray that you 

observe all the blessings that God provides and promises through His Word during this 

Lenten Season, as we prepare for Easter!  

 

2018 is already shaping up to be a very exciting year! We 

have been busy with plans for our LWML District  

Convention, which will be held on August 17-19, 2018 

in Morristown, NJ, the ñMilitary Capital of the American 

Revolution.ò Youôll want to take advantage of tours being 

offered before and after the Convention, along with other 

inspiring activities. (See p. 5 for details, or go to 

 www.lwmlnj.org)  We will be electing new officers  

and selecting new mission grants for the coming biennium. If youôre willing to serve as 

an officer in the LWML, consider putting your name in nomination. (See p. 7-8 for 

office responsibilities and nominating form).  Also, be sure to select two delegates from 

each society to represent you at Convention!   

 

Our Convention has an impressive line-up of guest speakers for you, along with our 

servant events, Mission Prayer Walk, and ñGifts of the Heart.ò  Donna Pyle, noted CPH 

and LWML author, will lead us in Bible Study on our theme, ñConnected to the Vine,ò 

based on John 15:5.   

 

I want to thank our NorthEastern Zone as they continue to work very hard in planning 

and preparing for this Convention.  Please stay tuned for further Convention information 

at your Spring Rallies and in coming mailings. Also, be sure to check out our new 

website when it rolls out in April with more Convention information! 

 

        Godôs Blessings! 

 

        Arlene Price, President,  

        LWML NJ District 

      

 

 

 

 

http://www.lwmlnj.org/
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Gospel Outreach  
Calling all Mites!   Wow! Ladies we have almost completed our Mite Goal Grants. We just completed our 

Mite Grant to LIRS for bibles to detainees.  Only one more left to complete.  To complete our last grant, we 

need $2,700 more in mites to finish the Grant for St. Johnôs Food Bank by July 1st.  We are asking our 

societies to do Mite Fundraisers, so we can complete our goals.  Please take pictures of your creative Mite 

fundraisers and send them in with your mites so we can post them for others to see your fellowship ideas and 

wonderful work.                               
  Caren Vogt 

                            VP of Gospel Outreach                 PAID! 
                            LWML NJ District 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  Working on Mite  

                  Grant  #5 
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Gospel Outreach ï Servant Events! 
 

What a wonderful Job of ingathering for our Flood Buckets at the Fall Retreat.  Your generosity and gifts of 

thanks filled our Disaster Trailer to help the victims of our fall storms.  A job well done Ladies! 
 

We have received grant proposals for the 2018-2020 Mite Goal Projects.  We will prepare a slate to be voted on 

at our Convention in Morristown August 17-19th, 2018.  Four of the grant proposals came from our own 

churches in New Jersey District, one from Millneck School for the deaf in New York and the other eight from 

all over the United States. What wonderful work for the Lord that we do through our Mite giving.  So many 

people are blessed by your generous giving. 
 

Start stocking up for our Convention ingathering. ñSocks of Loveò for the homeless is really a blessing bag 

held in a sock. For every 10 pair of socks: 

¶ bring white or black Adult Socks, supplying 10 or more pairs per society 

¶ bring snacks ï granola bars, cheese and crackers, etc (20 individual size) 

¶ a case of bottled water 

¶ bring mini Hand Sanitizer bottles, 20 each 

¶ provide mini tissues packs, 20 per. 

¶ provide toothbrushes, 20 per  

¶ provide (small tubes of) toothpaste, 20 per  

¶ provide small bar of soap, 20 per 

¶ provide combs, 10 per 

¶ provide nail clippers, 10 per 

¶ provide travel size detergent, 10 per 

¶ provide travel size shampoo/conditioner, 10 per 

¶ provide travel size hand wipes, 10 per 

¶ provide travel size lotion, 10 per 

¶ provide travel size deodorant, 10 per 

¶ LWML Christian encouragement/ scripture card, 10 per 

Blankets for seriously ill or traumatized children: 

¶ 2 pieces of 1 ½ Yards of fleece.   

¶ Bring Your hands, a ruler, a pair of scissors 

We will be tying the two pieces of fleece together to make blankets for the childrenôs hospital to give to 

seriously ill children as a warm security blanket when going through difficult times. 

Canôt wait to see all of you at your Spring Rallies and of course our Convention in August! 

 

In His Service,  

 

Caren Vogt, 

Vice President 

Gospeal Outrach 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2eUZJ2T
http://amzn.to/2xm62nM
http://amzn.to/2gUY2mV
http://amzn.to/2xm0yJx
http://amzn.to/2xmIH5g
http://amzn.to/2xmbRBC
http://amzn.to/2wRhnee
http://amzn.to/2gSqhCk
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In the Wildernessé 
Rev. Rick Vossler  

Senior Pastoral Counselor 

When I started in the ministry, I was a pastor in New York City.  One of my responsibilities was to lead a 

Bible Study at one of the housing projects in Harlem.  One warm afternoon I was walking from the subway 

to the correct apartment in the project.  Suddenly I began thinking about when I was back on our farm 

growing up.  It was summer time and I was helping my cousins line up the hay bales so we could put the 

bales on the truck and into the barn.  It was a carefree time, out in the fresh air in the country, é 

 

Wait a minute!  This isnôt the farm where I grew up.  Iôm in the middle of Harlem.  What am I doing 

thinking about the family farm and working with the hay?  I looked around and realized that the workers 

were in the process of mowing the lawn a short distance away, and they had just finished mowing the lawn 

on both sides of the sidewalk where I was walking.  The smell of the cut grass transported me, in my mind, 

to the farm.  It was type of wilderness in the middle of the city. 

 

In the Gospels, we read how Jesus was in the wilderness, being tempted by the devil.  Often times, when 

we think of the wilderness, we think of a scary place where we could become lost.  The time when Jesus 

was in the wilderness is an example of this.  And yet, we read here how the angels came and ministered to 

Him.  The time in the wilderness can also be a time of growth.  In the Old Testament we read how the 

children of Israel were in the desert for forty years.  While this was a punishment for not trusting the Lord, 

we also read that during this time their clothes did not wear out and their feet did not swell up.  They 

learned how to trust the Lord.  We also read in the New Testament how Paul went in the wilderness 

following his conversion (Galatians 1:17).  He may have gone into the wilderness to learn or to preach to 

the inhabitants in that area.  Many things happen in the wilderness. 

 

One episode of the PBS drama series ñVictoriaò shows Queen Victoria and her husband, Prince Albert, 

wanting to retreat from the confines of London to the countryside of Scotland.  From there they went out 

exploring, apart from their servants and security detail.  Then they became hopelessly lost.  While they 

were wandering around, they spotted a cabin with smoke coming from its chimney.  They went there and 

were welcomed into the cabin by the kindly older couple.  The couple did not recognize the Queen and 

Prince, but showed them hospitality and the safety of a bed for the night.  It wasnôt until the morning, when 

soldiers found the horses hitched up at the cabin door, that the couple realized they had given sanctuary to 

their Queen. 

 

The forty days of Lent can be compared to travel through a wilderness.  The wilderness can be many things 

for many people.  It can be a place of fear, but it can also be a place of growth and a place of re-creation.  

During this time of Lent, we not only contemplate our sin and our need for a Savior, but we also come 

away refreshed, basking in the love that our Lord has given to us.  We are also called at times to be like the 

cabin in the wilderness, giving sanctuary to those around us who are lost in their wilderness.   

 

During Lent, my God grant us a time of contemplation and growth, as well as the opportunity to be 

sanctuary for our family, friends and neighbors who are lost in their wilderness. 
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